CONFLICTING & COMPETING INTERESTS

General
The aim of Nordic Concrete Research is to provide transparent and bias-free research. The journal requires all authors, reviewers, and editors to declare any interests that could appear to compromise, conflict, or influence the validity of the publication. This process reinforces the readers’ trust in the research data. 
Competing interests (COIs) can take the form of both financial and non-financial relationships. The declaration of such relationships helps to ensure that academic rigor is maintained and that publications cannot be accused of undue bias or misinformation. A competing interest must be declared if there is any reason why the information or the interpretation of information being produced may be influenced by a personal or financial relationship with other organizations or individuals or if these relationships could be reasonably perceived by other people as having influenced objective data or decision-making. 
Everyone involved in the submission, editorial processing, peer review, and publication processes are requested to declare any competing interests they may have as early as possible. Declaring a competing interest is not inherently negative. Instead, it is a positive step to increase transparency and reduce bias (positive or negative) within the publication process, whether the influence is real or perceived, and whether it is identified before or after publication.
If an undisclosed conflict of interest is identified post-publication, the journal will follow the procedure for complaints, appeals and misconduct as adequate. This may also imply issuing a correction or, if necessary, a retraction.
Implications for the different roles of publishing articles for the journal are listed in instructions for authors and reviewers. For editors, see below. 

Examples of competing interests 
Potential COIs within the scope of Nordic Concrete Research, beyond the general dimensions illustrated, may comprise direct or indirect marketing and selection of testing materials (products).
· Financial ties, such as receipt of payment, in any form, from an organization or individual related to the subject matter; ownership of stocks or shares in organizations directly related to the subject matter; receipt of grants or funding; related patents/applied-for patents; commercial interests; or receipt of gifts. 
· Political, religious, or ideological beliefs, including commitments to academic approaches or ideas. 
· Personal and professional relationships with family, friends, enemies, competitors, or colleagues. 
· Institutional affiliations and membership of boards, including links to the journal itself, e.g., an author submitting to a journal on which they also work as an editor or serve on the editorial board. 

Reviewers must provide their COI statement prior to or when returning their review feedback. 
Reviewers should disclose any past relationships or associations that could influence their impartiality. For example, if a reviewer previously supervised the author’s PhD, this prior relationship should be declared. While specific timeframes for such disclosures may vary, it is advisable to focus on the nature and closeness of the relationship rather than relying solely on a fixed period. To maintain the integrity of the peer review process, reviewers are encouraged to prioritize transparency and declare any past relationships or associations that could be perceived as influencing their judgment, regardless of when they occurred.

Review and publication 
On submission: 
· All submitted papers are to contain a competing interests statement (unless the article type is exempt). This will be requested from the author(s) if missing. 
· If there is a disclosed competing interest, it will be considered how this could affect the content of the manuscript (e.g., check for bias). 
During review: 
· Potential competing interests will be considered when inviting reviewers. For example, if a reviewer is from the same institution as the author, that is a competing interest. 
· If the reviewer discloses a competing interest in his/her review, this will be considered during the editorial evaluation of their review. Depending on the nature of the competing interest, one may need to check for bias or find an alternative reviewer. 
· If an author has an undisclosed competing interest that becomes apparent during review, specific assessment applies. 
During publication: 
· All papers (except where an article type is exempt) shall contain an accurate competing interest statement. 
After publication: 
· If an undisclosed competing interest becomes apparent after publication, specific assessment by the editor and/or the editorial board applies. 


