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When searching for a reader in historical archaeology this volume is the place to start. Charles Orser has
collected some fine examples of historical archaeology for this publication that spans over a decade of
research. They introduce method, theory, the underlying philosophical issues behind theory, and the appli-
cation of all of these to archaeological data sets of the historic period.

The volume is o1ganized thematically into six sections each with its own introduction. In all there are
twenty chapters and Orser’s introduction to the volume. The first and final sections offer perspectives on
the state of historical archaeology as an endeavor, both in the United States and abroad. The remainder of
the volume presents case studies in several categories. Though these categories seem somewhat arbitrary
given the breadth of the material covered, they do serve to juxtapose articles facilitating an appreciation for
the complemensarity of varied approaches.

Part I (Recent Perspectives) includes two papers that provide both retrospective and contemporary views
that situate historical archaeology as a discipline. Kathleen Deagan’s (1982) paper reviews historical ar-
chaeology past and present, examining the sometimes competing definitions for the practice, as well as its
orientation that has variously drawn more or less heavily upon the fields of history, archaeology, or anthro-
pology. Barbara Little (1994) literally picks up where Deagan leaves off, identifying the change in focus
that has emerged in the intervening decade. She discusses the role of historical archaeology as the archaeol-
ogy of capitalism, and advocates the field’s responsibility to correct histories drawn exclusively from docu-
ments. Combined, these two papers provide an excellent overview for the theoretical perspectives presented
in subsequent chapters.

People and Places (Part 1I), presents a number of case studies, projecss of varied scope and duration, that
graphically demonstrate the development of the discipline itself. David Hurst Thomas’s fifteen year study
of the settlement at the Mission Santa Catalina de Guale parallels the expansion of historical archaeology in
general as the project is transformned to incorporate the regional landscape to explore interactions between
European settlers and the indigenous population. In a completely different methodological approach,
Michael Parrington, Helen Schenck, and Jacqueline Thibaut compile excavation dasa collected by a half
dozen different investigators for four encampments at Valley Forge. The diversity of encampment structures
and arrangements presents a striking contract to Washington’s orders for the standardized construction of
these bases. The two chapters that follow examine aspects of disenfranchised people, poorly represented to
documentary sources. Plantation slave archaeology is the subject of Theresa Singleton’s chapter in which
she provides a sweeping review of current studies in the archaeology of slavery, while Edward Staski distin-
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guishes between assimilation and acculturation of the Chinese workforce after the completion of work on
the western railroads. Donna Seifert’s paper concludes this section with an examination of changes both in
the organiaation of prostitution and in the structure of an urban neighborhood in turn of the century Wash-
ington.

A particular class of material culture is the subject of Part 1II (Hissoric Artifacts: A Focus on Ceramics), in
which four papers demonstrate differing approaches to material culture studies. -Methodology is emphasized
in the paper by Sarah Peabody Turnbaugh in which she creates a reference set for lead-glazed redwares. For
Susan Henry, ceramics are a durable commodity and comprise one data set in her study of economic deci-
sion making at the level of the household. Leland Ferguson uses colono wares as the basis for his thesis that
slaves actively maintained their culture in the face of a dominant ideology presented by plantation owners.
Mary Beaudry, Lauren Cook, and Stephen Mrozowishi’s article on the Boott Mills project, follows with a
discussion of hegeronic discourse as a shifting prevailing consciousness that is distinguished from a domi-
nant ideology, because of its incorporation into subordinate groups. All of these papers rely on material
culture associated with the consumption of food %o explore resistance and identification or membership with
social groups and classes.

Interdisciplinary methods applied in historical archaeology are the subject of Part IV (Interdisciplinary
Studies). Gerald Kelso and Faith Harrington rely on pollen analysis %0 reconstruct a model for land use, fine
tuning pollen interpeetation and dating based on depositional factors. ‘Faunal analysis provides the archaeo-
logical portion of a study by Christine Szuter that examines buscbery and patterns of meat consumption ata
frontier trading post. This section’s last chapter is a forensic identification of an individual assumed to have
participated in the Battle of the Litde Bighorm and the Reno Retreat Crossing, by Douglas Scott and Clyde
Collins Snow. The chapters in this section demonstrase the utility of botanical, zooarchaeological, and
physical anthropological methods to address particular types of historical archaeological questions.

Part V (Landscape Studies) combines several papers that examine landscape and land use at different spatial
and social scales. William Paca’s garden is the vehicle for Mark Leone’s examination of the manipulation
of space to reinforce a dominant ideology. Orser and Annette Nekola research the use of space over time
through the political and social transformation of post-Civil War independence for slaves. They are inter-
ested in how freed slaves, remaining to become tenant farmers, chose to position themselves on the former
plantation. The final paper in this section is Scott Hamilton’s analysis of resource exploitation and depletion
across a broad network of Canadian outposts engaged in fur trade.

Part V (Intemational Historical Archaeology) includes papers by Patricia Fournier-Garcia and Fernando
Miranda-Flores, Martin Hal! and Ann Markeli, and Neil Asher Silberman that provide access to the state of
historical archaeology in Mexico, South Africa, and Israel, respectively. In the first and last of these articles,
the status of historical archaeology is discussed relative to prehistoric archaeology and the interests of the
state. Enthusiasm and support for historic period sites is less than intense in these countries where ancient
ruins dominate both the view and tourist’s currencies. Hall’s research is in colonialism and its impact on
indigenous populations, for which there are strong parallels in North American historical archaeology.

Several of the chapters in this volume conclude with interesting and practicable methodological discoveries,
sometimes arising from strategies that proved less than successful for a particular application. Parrington,
e, al., realizes that the sampling strategies employed for military encampments like those at Valley Forge
rely on the presumed regularity of the enclosure. In these cases though, the irregular artny may have created
a somewhat irregular compound that has evaded the archaeologist’s test trenches. Henry’s small and homo-
geneous sample siac makes it difficult to isolase the type of socioeconomic indicator for consumer decision
making at the level of the household. Though her tectic of using relased durable and non-durable commodi-
ties as analytic data sets in conjunction with historical data is extremely coherent.
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Finally, several of the papers present excellent statements of purpose with respect to the theoretical assump-
tions behind the research. Explication of hegomonic discourse by Beaudry gt. a). is well developed and
articulated as is Henry's discussion of consumer. behavior within the context of group decision maling.
Hamilton’s development of the significance of food and the role that rank played in access to preferred
resources is illuminating. Taken as a whole this collection of papers illustrates many of the points made in
the first two chapters of the volume. They demonstrate a diversity of the uses and orientations researchers
take toward historical source material. The archaeology of capisalism is often apparent as a defining para-
digm. Attempts to identify interest groups, ethnicity, classes, and subcultures on the basis of the archaeo-
logical record is problematized in many of the papers. In several cases, processual methodology is alive and
well in the employ of historical archaeologists asking significant social ques¥ons that utilize a middle range
approach. Finally, issues of scale are addressed repeatedly in research that seeks solutions to difficulties
with appropriate unis of analysis. Little’s assersion that historical archaeology is, and has been its own
discipline, is supported by this volume.
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