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NEWS

FACULTY OF VETERINARY MEDICINE & ANIMAL SCIENCES

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal
Science: Revising the curriculum to meet global
standards

Recognizing the need for curriculum reforms to be in
par with global standards, Curriculum Revision
Committee of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine &
Animal Science (FVMAS) initiated a revision process
in 2013. The Graduate Profile of the BVSc degree
programme and Day One Competencies of the
veterinary graduates have been formulated. In this
process, the OIE twinning project which came into
effect with the Institute of Veterinary, Animal and
Biomedical Sciences (IVABS) at Massey University of
New Zealand, funded by New Zealand’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade, a programme of work was
approved and endorsed by the World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE) with the support of the New
Zealand and Sri Lankan OIE delegates. One of the
major components of the funded project was to
develop the curriculum wusing the Australasian
Veterinary Boards’ Council Policy, Procedures and
Standards document as a template. The project
followed a series of steps to identify and document the
current state of the Faculty and the future needs using;

e OIE Recommendations on Competencies of
Graduating Veterinarians (Day 1 Graduates) to
assure a quality National Veterinary Service

e OIE Guidelines on Veterinary Education Core
Curriculum

e Standards of Australasian Veterinary Boards’
Council Accreditation (AVBC)

The proposed curriculum has sought to:

i) Adopt student- centered, out-come based approach

ii) Remove duplication/repetition

iii) Adopt an appropriate mix of learning experiences
(i.e. Lecture-discussions, practical, tutorials and
field visits) for each subject, with emphasis on
promoting independent self-learning

iv) Achieve more integration between basic and
applied subjects, by introducing practical courses
on clinical and production sciences from the
beginning of the study programme, thus providing
early exposure to procedures in animal health and
production

v) Increase course duration to 5 years

vi) Have a lecture-free final year

vii) Formalize and improve extra-mural clinical
experiences during Years 4 and 5

viii) Aim at achieving international accreditation

Department of Farm Animal Production and
Health

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has
awarded a mega grant of US$ 400,000 to the
Department of Farm Animal Production and Health
(DFAPH), Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal
Science of the University of Peradeniya for “Improving
Livelihoods Through Dairy Cattle Production: Women
Farmers’ Empowerment”. The project aims to identify
and empower women dairy farmers of the North
Central Province. Farmers will be provided with dairy
calves generated through Embryo  Transfer
Technologies including Multiple Ovulation and
Embryo Transfer (MOET) and ultrasound-guided
Ovum Pick-Up (OPU). The DFAPH has successfully
collected, frozen, and transferred cattle, goat and sheep
embryos in the past.

This project is spearheaded by Drs. Basil Alexander,
L.G.S. Lokugalappatti, M.L.A.N.R. Deepani and
Chanaka Rabel.

A veterinarian takes an initiative to identify the
reasons for chronic Kidney Disease of unknown
etiology in human

Increasing incidence of chronic kidney disease of
uncertain etiology (CKDu) has become a serious public
health issue in Sri Lanka. It causes decisive impact on
the socioeconomic status of the country. Dr. Saumya
Wickramasignhe at the Department of Basic Veterinary
sciences got a research grant worth of Rs.5.5 million
from National Research Council Sri Lanka to identify
the cause(s) of CKDu. This project will focus on
identifying the genetic component that is responsible
for causing CKDu. Project has a strong collaboration
among the major groups involved in CKDu research in
Sri Lanka, and international experts that are involved
in advanced molecular genetic studies. Results of this
study will help to provide an insight in to the genetic
causes for CKDu. An ultimate expectation of the study



is to identify a biomarker to identify susceptible people
to CKDu.

Dr. M.G.C.M. Jayasinghe, of the Department of
Veterinary Clinical Science, successfully completed
the requirements to become a diplomate of the Asian
College of Conservation Medicine (ACCM) in
October, 2015.

Dr. H. M. H. S Ariyarathna of the Department of
Veterinary Clinical Sciences was awarded the prestige
Endeavour executive fellowship (Australia) to obtain
hands on experiences in Veterinary anatomic and
clinical pathology. During the four month fellowship,
she worked at the Veterinary Pathology Diagnostic
Service, University of Sydney, Australia.

Prof. I.D. Silva, Dr. DDN de Silva, Dr. E. Rajapaksha,
and Dr. M.G.C.M. Jayasinghe, of the Department of
Veterinary Clinical Science attended the 7" FASAVA
Congress 2016 in April at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Prof. ID Silva attended the 3" Forum on Canine and
Feline Vaccination organized by Merial, in
Collaboration  with  Malaysian Small ~ Animal
Veterinary Association in April at Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

Results

Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and Animal
Science (March/May 2015)

First Class Honours: De Silva, S., de Silva Senapathi
Y.U.

Second Class Honours (Upper Division): De Silva,
M.LW.P,  Gunathilaka H.D.N.Y., Ranatunge,
R.A.P.M., Wickramanayake V.M., Lenagala, A.S.,
Gunathilaka, D.M., Karunanayake, P.M.P., Archana,
S.R., Somasiri, M.N.R., Wijesundara, W.M.U.M.,
Jagatheesan, M., Piyadasa, T.M.S.K., Suranga,
HV.W.,  Sumanasekara., K.K., Dharmasekara,
W.P.AU., Kahatapitiya, K.P.LLR., Shajini, G.D.,
Wijesinghe, W.M.N.N., Samarawickrama, G.R.,
Amarasiri, M.K.U.T., Ruwandika,M.D.P.,
Wijayarathna, J.M.S.M.,  Priyashanthi, S.A.S.,
Premarathna, T.S.P., Wickramanayake, P.E., Pavithra,
T. Udahawattha, U.G.A.M., Fedricks, H.K,
Munasinghe, M.A.H.K., Wijerathna, R.H.T,
Jayathilaka, R.D.S.K,, Vivekanandan, AV,
Senerirathna, W.A.N.L., Senadheera, 1.G.S.S.D.,
Atapattu, L.S., Bandara, D.G.S.N.

Second Class Honours (Lower Division):
Sinhalagoda, S.A.U.M., Shashimal, H.A.P.S., Kumari,
AJM.SW., Kodikara, K.S.L., Herath, HM.G.A,,
Herath, D.M.P.K., Priyadarshana S.H.R., Perera,
R.E.H., Karunarathna, I.M.S.S., Jayarathne, J.H.K,
Hewagama, H.S.A., Manjula, H.B.K., Wijesena, K.S.,
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Fernando, D.P.H., Fernando, W.B.S.H., Amarasingha,
AAG.U., Layanmi, G.G.M., Silva, S.N.S,
Madhuranga, J.K.S., Liyanage, M.E.M., Priyasad,
E.P.A., Dunukearachchi, P.M.

Pass: Kaliguarachchi, K.A.S.S., Ranasinghe, M.P.S.,
Kisanthan, S., Thilakarathne, S.S., Wijesekara,
R.AD.P.K, Lasankara, K.R.C.K. Isuru, H.K.,,
Sukeerthan, S., Suranjith, H.N.S.



