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Abstract

Due to gender-based societal constructs, women face various challenging
conditions within society. Empowering women is essential to minimize these
adverse conditions and improve their living standards while ensuring they
receive appropriate recognition in society. Therefore, the research problem
explored here is to what extent current community development programs
aimed at empowering women are effective. The primary objective of this study
is to identify the usefulness of community development programs in the
empowerment of women.

Other specific objectives of the study include: understanding the nature of
community development programs implemented for women's empowerment;
identifying women's roles in society by recognizing their identity; analyzing
the impact of community development programs on the social status of
women; examining the influence of these programs on the economic condition
of families; and identifying the success and failure of such programs.

To achieve the research objectives, a qualitative methodology was adopted,
and qualitative data were used. The study includes an analysis of both
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secondary data obtained from previous research on community development
projects and primary data collected through interview methods.

Among the women participating in these programs, the majority were middle-
aged, between 35 and 50 years old. The research identified several issues,
including insufficient awareness about gender-based violence and related legal
frameworks, women earning income but still experiencing a marginal position
within the household, outdated community development programs, inadequate
government funding, and the inactivity of certain women’s organizations.
Despite economic empowerment, the study found that women's social
empowerment remained at a minimal level.

The research highlights the need for programs that not only focus on economic
empowerment but also address social empowerment. Strategic approaches
such as raising political awareness, educating women on gender-based
violence and women's rights, increasing government funding, and updating the
programs to align with contemporary needs can enhance the effectiveness of
community development programs in empowering women.
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