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Prof. Mohan De Silva, Senior Consultant 
Surgeon and former chairman of the 
University Grants Commission, Chief Guest, 
Dr. Lloyd Fernando, Senior Consultant 
Postgraduate Institute of Management 
Colombo, Guest of Honour, Mr. Gamini 
Marapana, President's Counsel, former 
Ministers of Health, Hon. Nimal Siripala de 
silva, Minister of Justice and Former Minister 
of Health and Hon. H.M Fowzie, Hon. P. 
Dayaratna, Mrs. Badrani Jayawardena, 
Secretary to the Ministry of Health, Dr. Anil 
Jasinghe, Director General of Health Services, 
Dr. Mrs. Sujatha Senaratne, Immediate Past 
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other members of the College and other 
distinguished Invitees, ladies and gentlemen. 

I take pride and with utmost pleasure and 
privilege, stand before you as the 2th 

President of the College of Medical 
Administrators of Sri Lanka to deliver my 
Presidential Address. Given the present global 
crisis, in the wake of COVID-19 Pandemic, I 
believe that this is the best time to speak 
about the role of Health and role of Medical 
Administrators in the growth and 
development of Sri Lanka. 

The development of a country is a measure of 
how it is economically, socially, culturally and 
technically advanced and encompasses the 
total well-being of an individual, a community 
or a nation. Economic growth and good 
governance, which are key drivers of 
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development go hand in hand and also 
combine a lot of areas such as Education, 
Culture, Civil rights, Heath, Social Harmony, 
Infrastructure and Services, Environment and 
more, thus Health has a major role to play in 
driving development of Sri Lanka. 

According to the WHO definition of Health, "It 
is a state of complete physical, mental and 
social well-being and not merely the absence 
of disease or infirmity". Therefore, Health is 
not just a measurement of development for 
us as a country, but also a prerequisite for a 
nation going through the major stages of 
development. 

Sri Lanka adopted the "Free Health Policy" 
even before gaining independence and has 
been consistent in its progress ever since. 
Every government since independence has 
ensured adherence to this policy. The 
"Universal Health Care System", which was 
ushered in via the Free Health Policy has also 
prioritized the provision of Free Healthcare to 
all our dtizens and as of now, Sri Lanka 
remains a country that is capable of providing 
the highest quality of healthcare free of 
charge to all her citizens. 

Our vision as Medical Administrators at all 
times has been to build a healthier nation that 
contributes to its economic, social, mental 
and spiritual development. We strive to 
contribute to social and economic 
development of Sri Lanka by achieving the 
highest attainable health status through 
promotive, preventive, curative and 
rehabilitative services of high quality made 
available and accessible to our citizens. 






