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[A Survey on the Cultural Value of Language in Language
Teaching]

Abstract

Language is a cultural heritage. Culture
is considered a part of the wider field
of language. Culture has always
been considered an additional skill in
teaching a second or foreign language.
Language, culture, and society are
intertwined, and this is the essence of
a living language. Chinese is closely
associated with Chinese culture, and
Sinhala is closely associated with Sri
Lankan culture. When studying these
languages as foreign languages, one
must focus on their cultural values.
Unlike teaching a first language,
teaching a second or foreign language
requires learning a language as a
whole. Considering these facts, a new
trend of creating teaching and learning
methods has been adopted since the
1990s. Throughout the 20™ century,
new methods and strategies have been

Theripaha Upananda’

emerging. Listening, speaking, reading,
and writing are the main factors that
measure the skills of all these teaching
and learning strategies. Therefore,
applied linguists point out that cultural
competence should be incorporated into
the process of language teaching and
learning. The research question is how
to analyze the cultural value of language
from a linguistic perspective. The
purpose of this study is to analyze the
cultural values of Chinese and Sinhala
from the perspective of linguistic
definition. A qualitative research method
was adopted for the study. Data was
collected from primary and secondary
sources based on qualitative methods.
Finally, by examining the relationship
between language and culture, it was
concluded that the cultural value of
language should be developed as an
independent subject and integrated into
the teaching of Chinese in Sri Lanka.
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