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Guest Commentary

amount of antibiotics that will be discarded after using a 
small amount for a neonate. 

Ministry of Health, Sri Lanka has issued a circular that 
the recommendations given in the manufacturer’s 
leaflet had to be followed with regard to reconstitution, 
storage and keeping the balance antibiotics (Personal 
communication). Hence, even a tiny amount of 4 mg 
is used from the 80 mg ampoule the balance can be 
discarded with not much of effect on the cost. However, 
in case of 20 mg ampoule, the balance that should 
be discarded may be less than the 80 mg ampoule, 
but economically has a greater effect considering the 
differences in the prices. 

The paper states that 20 units of morphine sulphate had 
been used in 19 newborns (Table 3 and 5).  Authors have 
not indicated the strength of morphine preparation used 
for neonates. As per the National drug estimate report of 
Pharmaceutical Items released by the Medical Supplies 
Division, there are two preparations of morphine (2 
mg/2 ml or 15 mg/1ml). Even with smaller strength, a 
volume of 0.1 ml had to be administered for a baby of 
1 kg (100 microgram/kg). Dosing errors in morphine will 
be fatal. 

Hence using paediatric strength preparations should be 
enforced for drugs like morphine even if there is cost 
difference. 
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