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Guest Commentary

After the establishment of the Department, and during 
2016-2017 the Faculty organized a series of guest lectures 
on topics relating to aesthetics in medicine by notable 
academics (e.g.  ‘Role of arts in medicine’ by Professor 
Carlo Fonseka, Chairman Sri Lanka Medical Council, 
‘Approaches to teaching humanities to medical students’ 
by Professor Anoja Fernando, Emeritus Professor 
from University of Ruhuna, ‘Using poetry to inculcate 
attitudes’ Prof Narada Warnasuriya Senior Professor 
from Kothalwala Defence University, ‘Humanities in 
medicine: The Ruhuna experiment’ by Professor Susirith 

Mendis, former Vice Chancellor  from Ruhuna).  This has 
enabled us to develop a teaching programme in medical 
humanities as part of the Behavioural Science Stream 
in the Faculty of Medicine, Colombo. Thus, in our own 
small way we have begun our journey to ‘look at the 
Arts’ as proposed by the authors! 

We invite all interested to join us in this venture to 
improve healthcare and standards of education….Please 
drop an email to us on medicalhumanities@med.cmb.
ac.lk
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