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Abstract 

This research, implemented in the form of textual 

study, aims at examining the peculiarities of morae 

(mātrā) metres in the teaching of prosody with 

reference to the Kedāra Bhaṭṭa's Vṛttaratnākara [Vr]. 

Moraic metres is one of the main two categories of 

prosodic metres such as the moraic and the syllabic. 

They have a variety of classifications in conformity 

with different occurrences of morae in the practice of 

versification. This genre also plays a main role in the 

practice of the composition of verses in Sanskrit. One 

of the crucial features of moraic metres is that such 

metres are not counted in syllables. Therefore, this 

kind of metres cannot be found in the Vedic literature 
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where only the count of syllables is available or else 

there are only syllabic metres which are counted by 

means of syllables.  As far as prosody is concerned, 

though most of the scholars excessively focus on 

popular facts in the subject, such as characteristic areas 

syllabic metres and their varieties, etc., this is one of 

the commonly neglected areas of the subject, regarding 

which many prosodic works are not even discussed. 

Therefore, the objective of this research is to make a 

critical study on the theme with reference to the Vr, 

being very popular among the readers, regarded as a 

handbook of prosody, which also covers all aspects of 

the discipline including the discussion of theories 

pertaining to the moraic metres by means of several 

kārikās or aphorisms in its second chapter. Since they 

are presented in aphoristic style, they are of the 

requirement of further explanations. Explanatory notes 

on each moraic metres together with illustrations are 

gathered with the assistance of select commentaries of 

the text. The confirmation of importance of getting 

better understanding of this crucial point in the study 

of prosody is another aspect of this research.    
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The methodology applied in this research, which is 

determined by qualitative approach, is to collect and 

analyze data with respect to primary, secondary, and 

tertiary sources. This study will provide significant 

motivation for making the subject familiar to 

beginners, increasing their desire of them in scope and 

stretching the space of its rapid growth among the 

local and foreign readers. 

Keywords:  morae metres, prosody, syllabic morae, 

count of syllables, syllabic metres, prosodic work, 

Kedāra Bhaṭṭa, Vṛttaratnākara, kārikās, aphorisms, 

moraic chandas 

Research Problem 

This study intends to investigate whether the 

contribution of the knowledge of moraic metres is 

essential to be perfect in understanding in prosody and 

that of the Vr is authentic to comprehend the true 

characteristics of moraic metres and their different 

classifications together with related examples. 
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Research Methodology 

Since the entire research pertained to own a qualitative 

approach, is mainly based on textual study, the Vr is to 

be critically referred to and other relevant primary, 

secondary and tertiary sources are too used in 

respective manner. 

Literature Review 

The discussion of moraic metres (morae/ Instants-

based metres) is though it is a significant element in 

the scope of prosodic teachings, a theme which has not 

been discussed in the Vedic writings where the whole 

focus has only been given on that of syllabic metres 

(syllable-based metres) in which only number of 

syllables are expected to be counted because the 

division of letters as syllables and morae is not 

considered at all in that period, instead of solely taking 

them there as syllables. In that context, no any writing 

regarding the topic is seen there. The first and 

foremost existent work related to the entire Vedic and 

Worldly prosody is the Chandaḥśāstra (A treatise on 
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prosody) by Piṅgala (3rd - 2nd BC) which also deals 

with morae metres in its forth chapter.  

In the most of later writings such as Sṛtabodha by 

Kālidāsa, Suvṛttatilaka by Kṣemendra, Kavidarpaṇa 

(by the Unknown), etc. except Vṛttaratnākara by 

Kedāra Bhaṭṭa, Chandaḥkaustubha by Dāmodara 

Gupta, Vāgvallabha by Duḥkhabhañjana, 

Chandaḥkalāvatī by Rāmakiśoramiśra, Vṛttamauktika 

by Śrī Candraśekhara Bhaṭṭa, and etc., there is a 

vacuum of dealing with moraic metres, though the 

subject has been subjected to be highly discussed 

paying much attention on syllabic metres.  

During the recent past five decades from 1970s, there 

are very few Ph.D. researches based on prosody like  

Metres of Kālidāsa by Madhusudan Mishra, Patna in 

1974, A Comparative Study of Sanskrit Metres in 

Bharatamuni's Nāṭyaśāstra and Hemacandrācārya's 

Chandonuśāsanam by M.K. Moliya, Saurashtra in 

1974, 

Study of Metres in Sanskrit Dramas Bhāsa to 

Bhavabhūti by Ujjala Sharma,  Delhi in 1974, Study 
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of Vedic Metres, H. Shalini Ringe, Banaras in 1973,  

Metrics, Origin, and Development of Sanskrit by 

Arati Mishra, Calcutta in 1971 over which zero 

attention has been given to moraic metres.  

Publications like Mishra S. Handbook of Sanskrit 

prosody. University of Michigan: Sri Aurobindo 

Society; 1999, Ghaligi S, Nagendra H, Bhatt R. Effect 

of Vedic chanting on memory and sustained 

attention. 2006, etc. do not focus on moraic scope.   

Research papers like Sanskrit Prosody, Piṅgala 

Sūtras and Binary Arithmetic by R. Sridharan in 2005 

of which the main aim is to give a brief description of 

the work of Piṅgala and discuss in detail the 

mathematics arising out of it, Sanskrit Prosody: A 

Potential Tool to Impact Neuropsychological 

Variables in Middle School Children by Mollika 

Ganguly, Sriloy Mohanty, Sampadananda Mishra and 

Sanjib Patra in 2021 which attempts to explore the 

impact of prosody/Chanda on sustained attention and 

response interference in middle school children,  An 

Introduction to Sanskrit Chanda by Mithun 
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Howladar, West Bengal Received: in 2018 which 

discusses fundamental elements of both the Vedic and 

Classical prosody, Impact of Sanskrit prosody on 

anxiety, mindfulness, and self-concept in young 

adolescents: A four-armed control trial by Mollika 

Ganguly in 2022 which reveals that there was a 

significant reduction in anxiety levels in the humming 

group and few domains of anxiety in the chanting 

group as well, Effect of Prosody of Rhythmic Yoga-

Based Recitation on Positive and Negative Affect 

among Adolescents: A Four-Armed Comparative 

Study by Sampadananda Mishra in 2021 and Gayatri 

Mantra Chanting and its Effect on Attention, 

Memory, Anxiety and Mental State in Young 

Athletes: A Prospective Study by Shatavisa Mukherjee 

in 2020 based on force of rhythmic recitations 

regarding emotional and behavioral changes, Sanskrit 

Prosody: A Potential Tool to Impact 

Neuropsychological Variables in Middle School 

Children by Sampadananda Mishra in 2021 dealing 

with the introduction of Chanting to have been 

beneficial to improve attention and other cognitive 

https://www.academia.edu/55998350/Effect_of_Prosody_of_Rhythmic_Yoga_Based_Recitation_on_Positive_and_Negative_Affect_among_Adolescents_A_Four_Armed_Comparative_Study
https://www.academia.edu/55998350/Effect_of_Prosody_of_Rhythmic_Yoga_Based_Recitation_on_Positive_and_Negative_Affect_among_Adolescents_A_Four_Armed_Comparative_Study
https://www.academia.edu/55998350/Effect_of_Prosody_of_Rhythmic_Yoga_Based_Recitation_on_Positive_and_Negative_Affect_among_Adolescents_A_Four_Armed_Comparative_Study
https://www.academia.edu/55998350/Effect_of_Prosody_of_Rhythmic_Yoga_Based_Recitation_on_Positive_and_Negative_Affect_among_Adolescents_A_Four_Armed_Comparative_Study
https://independent.academia.edu/MishraSampadananda
https://www.academia.edu/66757281/Gayatri_Mantra_Chanting_and_its_Effect_on_Attention_Memory_Anxiety_and_Mental_State_in_Young_Athletes_A_Prospective_Study
https://www.academia.edu/66757281/Gayatri_Mantra_Chanting_and_its_Effect_on_Attention_Memory_Anxiety_and_Mental_State_in_Young_Athletes_A_Prospective_Study
https://www.academia.edu/66757281/Gayatri_Mantra_Chanting_and_its_Effect_on_Attention_Memory_Anxiety_and_Mental_State_in_Young_Athletes_A_Prospective_Study
https://www.academia.edu/66757281/Gayatri_Mantra_Chanting_and_its_Effect_on_Attention_Memory_Anxiety_and_Mental_State_in_Young_Athletes_A_Prospective_Study
https://independent.academia.edu/ShatavisaMukherjee
https://www.academia.edu/96706071/Sanskrit_Prosody_A_Potential_Tool_to_Impact_Neuropsychological_Variables_in_Middle_School_Children
https://www.academia.edu/96706071/Sanskrit_Prosody_A_Potential_Tool_to_Impact_Neuropsychological_Variables_in_Middle_School_Children
https://www.academia.edu/96706071/Sanskrit_Prosody_A_Potential_Tool_to_Impact_Neuropsychological_Variables_in_Middle_School_Children
https://www.academia.edu/96706071/Sanskrit_Prosody_A_Potential_Tool_to_Impact_Neuropsychological_Variables_in_Middle_School_Children
https://independent.academia.edu/MishraSampadananda
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parameters, The Sanskrit Origins of Recent Style 

Prosody by Mair Victor H.,Mei Tsu-lin,Tsuyoshi 

Hasebe in 1991, and so on except Meter Identification 

Of Sanskrit Verse by Keshav Melnad, Pawan Goyal, 

And Peter Scharf in which there is a slight mention on 

moraic theme,  are too devoid of touching the 

aforesaid.  

Such scenario confirms to implement such a study 

concerning the topic mostly untouched and possessing 

lack of writings.  

Study 

The second chapter of the Kedāra Bhaṭṭa's 

Vṛttaratnākara [Vr] namely Mātrāvṛttādhikāra is 

reserved for the moraic metres. It contains six sections 

such as Āryāprakaraṇa, Gītiprakaraṇa, 

Vaitālīyaprakaraṇa, Vaktraprakaraṇa, 

Mātrāsamaprakaraṇa, Dvipātprakaraṇa where all the 

characteristics of 40 moraic metres like Āryā, Gīti, 

Vaitālīya, Vaktra, Mātrāsama, Dvipāt and etc. in 50 

kārikās are explained. 

https://typeset.io/authors/mair-victor-h-2pdufcr797
https://typeset.io/authors/mei-tsu-lin-2twq13jjyv
https://typeset.io/authors/tsuyoshi-hasebe-d7j2hj1qhy
https://typeset.io/authors/tsuyoshi-hasebe-d7j2hj1qhy
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 The Āryāprakaraṇa deals with the characteristics of 

the first and second halves of Āryā metre with other 

varieties of Āryā-group such as Pathyā, Vipulā, 

Capalā, Mukhacapalā and Jaghanacapalā from kārikā 

1 to 7. The Gītiprakaraṇa, belonging to the Āryā class 

is used to describe the characteristics of metres like 

Gīti, Upagīti, Udgīti and Āryāgīti from kārikā 8 to 11. 

The Vaitālīyaprakaraṇa discusses the features of the 

varieties of Vaitālīya group such as Vaitālīya, 

Aupacchandasika, Āpātalikā, Dakṣiṇāntikā, 

Udīcyavṛtti, Prācyavṛtti, Pravṛttaka, Aparāntikā and 

Cāruhāsinī from kārikā 12 to 20. The Vaktraprakaraṇa 

displays the characteristics of the varieties of Vaktra or 

Anuṣṭubh group such as Vaktra, Pathyāvaktra, 

Viparītapathyāvaktra, Capalāvaktra, Yugmavipulā, 

(Yugma)-Vipulā, Bhavipulā, Ravipulā, Navipulā and 

Tavipulā from kārikā 21 to 30. The 

Mātrāsamaprakaraṇa depicts the characteristics of the 

varieties of Mātrāsama group such as Acaladhṛti, 

Mātrāsama, Viśloka, Vānavāsikā, Citrā, Upacitrā and 

Pādākulaka and the device of computing the numbers 

of gurus-laghus (Gurulaghusaṅkhyā-bodhopāya) from 
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kārikā 31 to 38. The Dvipātprakaraṇa illustrates the 

characteristics of the varieties of Dvipāt metric group 

such as Śikhā, Khañjā, Anaṅgakrīḍā and Atirucirā 

from kārikā 39 to 42.    

Glance of Content of Adhyāya 2 of the 

Vṛttaratnākara 

The overview of the classification of moraic metrical 

classes and their varieties in the second chapter is as 

follows: 

No.  Name of 

class 
List of Metrical Varieties 

(MV) 

Sum 

of 

MV 

1 Āryā Āryā, Pathyā, Vipulā, 

Capalā, Mukhacapalā, 

Jaghanacapalā, Gīti, Upagīti, 

Udgīti, Āryāgīti 

10 

2 Vaitālīya Vaitālīya, Aupacchandasika, 

Āpātalikā, Dakṣiṇāntikā, 

Udīcyavṛtti, Prācyavṛtti, 

Pravṛttaka, Aparāntikā, 

09 
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Cāruhāsinī 

3 Vaktra Vaktra, Pathyāvaktra, 

Viparītapathyāvaktra, 

Capalāvaktra, Yugmavipulā, 

(Yugma)-Vipulā, Bhavipulā, 

Ravipulā, Navipulā, 

Tavipulā 

10 

4 Mātrāsama Acaladhṛti, Mātrāsama, 

Viśloka, Vānavāsikā, Citrā, 

Upacitrā, Pādākulaka 

07 

5 Dvipāt Śikhā, Khañjā, Anaṅgakrīḍā, 

Atirucirā 

04 

Total 40 

 

Moraic metrical classes and their varieties 

Observations 

The Vṛttaratnākara begins its second chapter by 

presenting the category of Āryā-jāti. The first verse 

describes the characteristics of the first half of Āryā-

jāti: 
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lúmEtTsÝg[a gaepeta Évit neh iv;me j>, ;óae=y< c nl"u 

va àwme=xeR inytmayaRya>. 1. 

A regular (niyata) feature (lakṣma) of the first 

hemistich of the Āryā metre is that it consists of seven 

(four-moraic) gaṇas and has one heavy syllable (at the 

end) and no jagaṇa in odd positions. The sixth gaṇa 

should have this (jagaṇa) or nagaṇa-laghu (i.e., four 

short syllables). 

According to the identical quality i.e. the togetherness 

of containing examples and norms (lúyl][s<yutm!) of 

the work, Vr, all aforesaid features can be observed as 

follows: 
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First half of Āryā 

l
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g
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j
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U U U U I I U U U U I I I U I I I U U =

m

t3

0  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 g = 

g

ṇ

7 

+ 

g 

     Āryā First Half 

It shows that there are seven moraic feet accompanied 

by guru at the end in the first half of Āryā. Jagaṇa is 

not there in odd places. The sixth gaṇa can be either 

jagaṇa or nagaṇa-laghu. Its total number of morae is 

thirty. 
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The pause places of Āryā and characteristics of its 

second half are next explained: 

;óe iÖtIylat! prke Nle muola½ s yitpdinym>, crme=xeR 

pÂmke tSmaidh Évit ;óae l>. 2. 

 

When the sixth (gaṇa in the first half of Āryā metre) is 

nagaṇa-laghu (that is, a gaṇa of four short syllables) 

there is a pause just before its second morae (i.e., just 

after its first morae). When the gaṇa just after the sixth 

(the seventh gaṇa) is nagaṇa-laghu, there is a pause at 

the beginning of its first morae (after the sixth gaṇa). 

In the second half, when the fifth gaṇa is nagaṇa-

laghu, there is a pause just before its first morae (after 

the fourth gaṇa). Here [in this second half] the sixth 

gaṇa is a mere single short syllable.             
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First and second halves of Āryā with features and 

pause positions 

First half of Āryā 

;

ó

e 

iÖtIy lat! 

pr 

ke 

Nle 

muola ½ s 

yit 

pdiny m>  

U

U 

IUI UII U,U IIU I,III, IIII U m

t3

0  

1

-

4 

2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 g g

ṇ

7

+

g 

         

Second half of Āryā 
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Āryā metre 

The first kind of Āryā which is known as Pathyāryā is 

discussed here: 

iÇ:v<zke;u padae dlyaera*e;u †Zyte ySya>, pWyeit nam 

tSyaZDNdaeiviÑ> smaOyatm!. 3. 

c

r

m

e 

xeR p|! cmke tSma idhÉv it ;óae l>  

I

I

U 

UU IIU, UU, IIII I UU U m

t2

7 

1

-

4 

2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-1 7-4 g g

ṇ

7

+

g 
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If a pāda (a quarter) is identified after the first three 

(four-moraic) feet in both hemistiches, that Āryā metre 

is called ‘Pathyā’ by masters of prosody. (Note: A 

pause occurs at the end of each pāda.). Its guru-laghu 

collocation as in the above exemplary verse is 

exhibited by the following table: 

First half of Pathyāryā 

UU IUI UU, IIU UU IUI UU U mt30 

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Second half of Pathyāryā 

UU IUI UU, UU UU I UU U mt27 

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-1 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

    Pathyāryā metre 

The characteristics of the Vipulāryā are explained: 
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%‘'œ¸y g[Çymaidm< zklyaeÖRyaeÉRvit pad>,  ySyaSta< 

ip¼lnagae ivpulaimit smaOyait. 4. 

 

If the pāda in either hemistich extends beyond the first 

three moraic feet (into the middle of the fourth foot), 

that Āryā metre is called Vipulā by Piṅgalanāga. 

First half of Vipulāryā 

UU IIU IIU IU,I IIU IUI IIU U mt30  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Second half of Vipulāryā 

UU UU IIU U,II UII I UU U mt27 

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-1 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

    Vipulāryā metre 
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The features of Capalāryā metre are exposed: 

%ÉyaxRyaejRkaraE iÖtIytuyaER gmXygaE ySya>, cpleit nam 

tSya> àkIitRt< nagrajen. 5. 

 

If in any [Āryā] the second and fourth jagaṇas in 

either hemistich occur between two heavy syllables, 

then that Āryā metre is called Capalā by Nāgarāja (or 

Piṅgalanāga). Its guru-laghu configuration is as 

follows: 

First half of Capalāryā 

IIU IUI UU, IUI UU IUI UU U mt30  

1-2 2-1 3-1 4-1 5-2 6-2 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Second half of Capalāryā 

IIU IUI UU, IUI UU I UU U mt27 

1-2 2-1 3-1 4-1 5-2 6-1 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

    Capalāryā metre 
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The features of the Āryā metre, Mukhacapalā are 

given in this verse: 

Aa*< dl< smSt< Éjet lúm cplagt< ySya>, ze;e 

pUvRjlúma muocpla saeidta muinna. 6. 

 

If in any [Āryā] its first hemistich possesses all (the 

same) characteristics associated with the Capalā, and 

the rest (i.e., the second hemistich) owns the same 

features of the first (i.e., the Pathyā), that Āryā is 

called ‘Mukhacapalā’ by the sage (Piṅgalanāga). 

First half of Mukhacapalāryā 

UU IUI UU, IUI UII IUI UU U mt30  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Second half of Mukhacapalāryā 

UU UII UU, IIII UU I UII U mt27 

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-1 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Mukhacapalāryā metre 
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Another Āryā type, Jaghanacapalā in name is 

introduced with its features: 

àaKàitpaidtmxeR àwme àwmetre tu cplaya>, lúma==ïyet 

sae´a ivzuÏxIiÉjR"ncpla. 7. 

 

(The Āryā metre) whose first hemistich associates the 

features of the former (that is, Pathyā) and the second 

hemistich those of the Capalā is called ‘Jaghanacapalā’ 

by those with clear intellect. The following is its guru-

laghu arrangement: 

First half of Jaghanacapalāryā 

UII UII UU, IIU IIU IUI IIU U mt30  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Second half of Jaghanacapalāryā 

UU IUI UU, IUI UU I IIII U mt27 

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-1 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Jaghanacapalāryā metre 
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The aggregate sum of the entire varieties of the Āryā1 

depicted in the following table: 

 1 2 3 4 

1 
pWyayaR AaidivpulayaR ANtivpulayaR %ÉyivpulayaR 

2 
muocpla-

pWya 

muocpla-

Aaidivpula 

muocpla-

ANtivpula 

muocpla-

%Éyivpula  

3 
j"ncpl

a- " 

j"ncpla- 

" 

j"ncpla- 

" 

j"ncpla- " 

4 
mhacpla

- " 

mhacpla- " mhacpla- " mhacpla- " 

5 
gIit- " gIit- " gIit- " gIit- " 

6 
muocpla

gIit- " 

muocplagIi

t- " 

muocplagIi

t- " 

muocplagIit

- " 

 
1 VRKB. pp. 53-55; vide. CHŚPH. pp. 51, 52 
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7 
j"ncpl

agIit- " 

j"ncplagI

it- " 

j"ncplagI

it- " 

j"ncplagIi

t- " 

8 
mhacpla

gIit- " 

mhacplagIi

t- " 

mhacplagIi

t- " 

mhacplagIit

- " 

9 
%pgIit- " %pgIit- " %pgIit- " %pgIit- " 

10 
muocplae

pgIit- " 

muocplaepgI

it- " 

muocplaepg

Iit- " 

muocplaepgIi

t- " 

11 
j"ncpl

aepgIit- " 

j"ncplaep

gIit- " 

j"ncplaep

gIit- " 

j"ncplaepg

Iit- " 

12 
mhacplae

pgIit- " 

mhacplaepgI

it- " 

mhacplaepg

Iit- " 

mhacplaepgIi

t- " 

13 
%ÌIit- " %ÌIit- " %ÌIit- " %ÌIit- " 
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14 
muocplae

ÌIgIit- " 

muocplaeÌIg

Iit- " 

muocplaeÌI

gIit- " 

muocplaeÌIgI

it- " 

15 
j"ncpl

aeÌIgIit- " 

j"ncplaeÌI

gIit- " 

j"ncplaeÌI

gIit- " 

j"ncplaeÌI

gIit- " 

16 
mhacplae

ÌIgIit- " 

mhacplaeÌIg

Iit- " 

mhacplaeÌI

gIit- " 

mhacplaeÌIgI

it- " 

17 
AayaRgIit- 

" 

AayaRgIit- " AayaRgIit- " AayaRgIit- " 

18 
muocpla

yaRgIit- " 

muocplayaRg

Iit- " 

muocplayaR

gIit- " 

muocplayaRgI

it- " 

19 
j"ncpl

ayaRgIit- " 

j"ncplayaR

gIit- " 

j"ncplayaR

gIit- " 

j"ncplayaR

gIit- " 

20 
mhacpla mhacplayaR mhacplayaR mhacplayaRgI
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yaRgIit- " gIit- " gIit- " it- " 

   Varieties of the Āryā 

Examples of all those are rare. The two words mukha 

and jaghana have been used to denote the preceding 

and the following as same as they mean in the body as 

front or face and hip or back. The use of the two stems 

vipula and capala is too alias or having an obvious 

meaning because the Vipulā and the Capalā due to the 

respective state of their largeness and inconstancy are 

with the state of exceeding the previously mentioned 

characteristics.2 

The Gīti is another kind of Āryā: 

AayaRàwmdlae <́ yid kwmip l][< ÉveÊÉyae>, dlyae> 

k«tyitzaeÉa< ta< gIit< gItvan! Éuj¼ez>. 8. 

 
2 VRKB. p. 55; vide. VRP. p. 14; VRKB. pp. 61-63; VRSN. pp. 19, 20; 
VRPT. pp. 31, 32; VRRP. pp. 19, 20; VRBBV. pp. 38, 39; VRCV. pp. 
22-24; SVVR. pp. 40, 41 



Journal of Language Studies_JLS 

26 

 

If the (same) characteristic declared for the first 

hemistich of the Āryā (i.e., Pathyāryā) metre somehow 

occurs in both hemistiches (of a verse), the lord of 

serpents, Piṅgala, called that Āryā endowed with 

(proper) pause embellishments as ‘Gīti’. The 

collocation of its guru-laghus are as follows: 

First half of Gīti 

UU IIII UU, IIII IIU IUI IIU U mt30  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Second half of Gīti 

IIU IIII UU, UU UU IUI UU U mt30 

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Gīti metre 

The features of the second Gīti type called Upagīti are 

introduced:  
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AayaRiÖtIyke=xeR yÌidt< l][< tTSyat!, y*uÉyaerip 

dlyaeépgIit< ta< muinäURte. 9. 

 

If the characteristic mentioned for the second 

hemistich of the Āryā metre occurs in both hemistiches 

(of a verse), the sage Piṅgala calls (that metre) as 

Upagīti. Its guru-laghu arrangement is as follows: 

First half of Upagīti 

UU IUI UU, UII UU I UU U mt27  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-1 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Second half of Upagīti 

UII UII IIU, IIU UU I UU U mt27  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-1 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

     Upagīti metre 

The third Gīti type namely Udgīti is presented with its 

characteristics: 
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AayaRzkliÖty< VyTyyrict< Éve*Sya>, saeÌIit> ikl 

kiwta tÖ*Ty<zÉeds<yu´a. 10. 

 

If the two hemistiches of the Āryā metre, occurs in 

inverted order, that metre endowed with features like 

pause and ganas pertaining to the Āryā is called 

‘Udgīti’. Following is its guru-laghu collocation: 

First half of Udgīti 

UU IIU IIU, UII IIU I UU U mt27  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-1 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

Second half of Udgīti 

UU UII IIU, UU UU IUI UU U mt30  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 g gṇ7+g 

     Udgīti metre 

The features of the third kind of Gīti titled Āryāgīti are 

shown: 
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AayaRpUvaRx¡ yid gué[Ekenaixken inxne yu´m!, #trÖiÚiol< 

dl< ydIymuidteymayaRgIit>. 11. 

 

If the first hemistich of the Āryā metre contains an 

extra heavy syllable at the end, and the other half (that 

is, the second hemistich) is exactly like the first, this 

metre is called ‘Āryāgīti’. Its guru-laghu arrangement 

is as follows:    

First half of Āryāgīti 

UU UU UII, IIU UU IUI IIU UU mt32  

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 8-1 gṇ8 

Second half of Āryāgīti 

IIU UU IIU, IUI UII IUI UU UU mt32 

1-4 2-5 3-4 4-5 5-4 6-2 7-4 8-1 gṇ8 

         Āryāgīti metre 
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Other than the above four types of Gīti, there are 

another eleven kinds3 of it as follows: 

 Name Feature 

1 Saṁgīti When the Āryā gets an additional guru at 

the end.  

2 Sugīti When the first half of Āryā gets an 

additional guru at the end. 

3 Pragīti When the second half of Āryā gets an 

additional guru at the end. 

4 Anugīti When both halves of Sugīti were turned 

upside down. 

5 Mañjugīti When both halves of Pragīti were turned 

upside down. 

6 Vigīti When the second half of Āryā gets an 

additional guru at the end and the both 

halves are made with that feature. 

7 Cārugīti When both halves of Udgīti get an 

additional guru at the end. 

8 Valggīti When the second half of Āryāgīti reduces 

 
3 SVVR. pp. 45, 46 
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one guru at the end. 

9 Lalitā When the first half of Āryāgīti reduces 

one guru at the end. 

10 Pramadā When the first half of Upagīti gets an 

additional guru at the end. 

11 Candrikā When the second half of Upagīti gets an 

additional guru at the end. 

Other eleven kinds of Gīti 

As each of them too is of sixteen types, the total of 

them is (16x11) one hundred and seventy-six (176). 

In the same way the divisions of the previously 

mentioned fourfold Gīti are too (16x4) sixty-four (64). 

Finally, all together there are (240+16) two hundred 

and fifty-six (256). As far as their optional uses of 

gaṇas are concerned, they get a large number of 

further divisions, and they can also be viewed through 

the method applied for the early-mentioned metres.4  

 
4 VRKB. pp. 69-71; vide. VRP. pp. 14, 15; VRKB. pp. 68-71; VRSN. 
p. 22; VRPT. pp. 36, 37; VRRP. pp. 23, 24; VRBBV. pp. 43-46; 
VRCV. pp. 26, 27; SVVR. pp. 44-46 
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The features of the moraic metre, Vaitālīya are 

expressed: 

;fœ iv;me=òaE sme kla> ;qœ c sme SyunaeR inrNtra>, n 

smaÇpraiïta kla vEtalIye=Nte rlaE gué>. 12. 

 

In the (moraic) metre, Vaitālīya, there are six morae in 

the odd (1st, 3rd)  quarters and eight morae in the even 

(2nd, 4th) quarters. And in the even quarters six morae 

do not occur in Uninterrupted Sequence of short 

syllables by heavy syllable. Here in this Vaitālīya 

group, the even morae (i.e., second, fourth and sixth) 

do not depend on the following (third, fifth, seventh, 

respectively. that is, each does not coalesce with it into 

a heavy syllable). At the end (of each quarter) there are 

both ragaṇa and a short syllable and (also) a heavy 

syllable. Its guru-laghu arrangement in the example is 

as follows:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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First quarter Second quarter 

1 2 3 4  1 2 3 4  

UIIU UIU I U = 

mt14 

UIIUU UIU I U = 

mt1

6 

mt6 r l g = 

mt14 

mt8 r l g = 

mt1

6 

Third quarter fourth quarter 

1 2 3 4  1 2 3 4  

IIUII UIU I U = 

mt14 

UUUU UIU I U = 

mt1

6 

mt6 r l g = 

mt14 

mt8 r l g = 

mt1

6 

Vaitālīya metre 

The next is about the features of one of the Vaitālīya-

metres namely Aupacchandasika: 

pyRNte yaER twEv ze;maEpCDNdisk< suxIiÉé´m!. 13. 
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If each quarter ends in ragaṇa and yagaṇa and the rest 

(bearing) the same (features) are as in the previous 

(metre), then that metre is called ‘Aupacchandasika’ 

by the wise. Its guru-laghu collocation is as follows: 

First quarter Second quarter 

1 2 3  1 2 3  

UUU UIU IUU, = mt16 UUUI

I 

UIU IUU = 

mt18 

mt6 r y = mt16 mt8 r y = 

mt18 

Aupacchandasika metre 

The features of another one of the Vaitālīya-metres, 

i.e. Āpātalikā are shown:  

Aapatilkakiwtey< ÉaÌ‚ékavw pUvRvdNyt!. 14. 
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If there are two heavy syllables after bhagaṇa 

(preceded by six morae in the odd quarters and by 

eight morae in the even quarters) and the rest 

(remaining) as before, (then) this (metre) is known as 

‘Āpātalikā’. Its guru-laghu arrangement is as follows: 

First quarter Second quarter 

1 2 3 4  1 2 3 4  

UUII UII U U = 

mt14 

UIIUI

I 

UII U U = 

mt16 

mt6 b g g = 

mt14 

mt8 b g g = 

mt16 

Āpātalikā metre 

Here are the features of one of the Vaitālīya-metres, 

Dakṣiṇāntikā: 

t&tIyyuGdi][aiNtka smStpade;u iÖtIyl>. 15. 

 

When the second mora in all the quarters is combined 

with the third mora (to make a heavy syllable) that 
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metre is called ‘Dakṣiṇāntikā’. Its guru-laghu 

collocation is as follows: 

First quarter Second quarter 

1 2 3 4  1 2 3 4  

IUIU UIU I U = 

mt14 

IUIUU UIU I U = 

mt16 

mt6 r l g = 

mt14 

mt8 r l g = 

mt16 

Dakṣiṇāntikā metre 

The features of the Vaitālīya-metre, Udīcyavṛtti are 

presented: 

%dICyv&iÄiÖRtIyl> s´ae=¢e[ ÉvedyuGmyae>. 16. 

 

That (moraic metre) in which the second mora of the 

odd pādas comes into contact with the front (= next or 

third) mora (to make a heavy syllable), is called 

‘Udīcyavṛtti’. Its guru-laghu arrangement is as 

follows: 
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First quarter Second quarter 

1 2 3 4  1 2 3 4  

IUI

U 

UIU I U = 

mt14 

UUUI

I 

UIU I U = 

mt16 

mt6 r l g = 

mt14 

mt8 r l g = 

mt16 

Udīcyavṛtti metre 

Here are the features of Prācyavṛtti, another kind of the 

The Vaitālīya-metres: 

pUveR[ yutae=w pÂm> àaCyv&iÄéidtEv yuGmyae>. 17. 

 

That (moric metre) in which the fifth mora of the even 

pādas is bound with the previous (or fourth) mora 

(making a heavy syllable), is declared as ‘Prācyavṛtti’. 

The structure of its guru-laghus is as follows: 
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First quarter Second quarter 

1 2 3 4  1 2 3 4  

UUII UIU I U = 

mt14 

UIUI

II 

UI

U 

I U = mt16 

mt6 r l g = 

mt14 

mt8 r l g = mt16 

Prācyavṛtti metre 

This is about the features of the metre, Pravṛttaka, one 

of the Vaitālīya-metres: 

yda smavaejyuGmkaE pUvRyaeÉRvit tt! àv&Äkm!. 18. 

 

When both the odd and the even pādas are 

(respectively) similar to the previous two (Udīcyavṛtti 

and Prācyavṛtti metres), (then) that (metre) is called 

‘Pravṛttaka’. The following is its guru-laghu 

configuration: 
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First quarter Second quarter 

1 2 3 4  1 2 3 4  

IUIU UIU I U = 

mt14 

UIU

III 

UI

U 

I U = mt16 

mt6 r l g = 

mt14 

mt8 r l g = mt16 

Pravṛttaka metre 

The features of the Aparāntikā, one of the Vaitālīya-

metres are pointed out: 

ASy yuGmricta=praiNtka. 19. 

 

That (metre), formed with the even pādas of the 

Pravṛttaka is called ‘Aparāntikā’. The arrangement of 

its guru-laghus in a one quarter is as follows: 

First quarter 

1 2 3 4  

UIUIII UIU I U = mt16 

mt8 r l g = mt16 

       Aparāntikā metre 
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The features of the metre, Cāruhāsinī, the last one of 

the Vaitālīya-metres are displayed: 

AyuGÉva caéhaisnI. 20. 

 

That (metre), born of the odd pādas of Prāvṛttaka, is 

called ‘Cāruhāsinī’. The collocation of its guru-laghus 

in a one quarter is as follows: 

First quarter  

 1 2 3 4  

IUIU UIU I U = mt14 

mt6 r l g = mt14 

      Cāruhāsinī metre 

Although the Vr. provides nine Vaitālīya varieties, 

there are some other Vaitālīya-metres which are not 

mentioned here. Only their names together with basic 

features are too presented in the following table: 
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 Name Feature 

1 Anyadakṣiṇāntikā When the four quarters are 

composed by the even quarters of 

the Vaitālīya  

2 Uttarāntikā When the four quarters are 

composed by the odd quarters of 

the Vaitālīya 

3 Ardhāpātalikā When the four quarters are 

composed by the odd quarters of 

the Āpātalikāprācyavṛtti 

4 Seven 

Aupacchandasikas5 

 

When an extra guru is added to the 

end of the seven metres: Āpātalikā, 

Dakṣiṇāntikā, Udīcyavṛtti, 

Prācyavṛtti, Pravṛttaka, Aparāntikā 

and Cāruhāsinī, there are seven 

Aupacchandasikas such as 

Āpātalikaupacchandasika, 

Dakṣiṇāntikaupacchandasika,  

Udīcyavṛttyaupacchandasika, 

Prācyavṛttyaupacchandasika, 

Pravṛttakaaupacchandasika, 

Aparāntikaupacchandasika, 

Cāruhāsinyaupacchandasika 

Names of other Vaitālīya-metres with their basic 

features 

In this manner there are thirty-five types of the 

Vaitālīya metres. 

 

5  Aapatilkaid;u cedekae guérixkae -vit àitpadaNte, 
Aapatilkaidks<}aygaEpCDNdisk< tdai-àetm!. – SVVR. p. 52 
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The general features of the genus of Vaktra is 

expressed: 

v±< na*aÚsaE SyatamBxeyaeR=nuòuiÉ Oyatm!. 21. 

 

If [in one quarter] there are no nagaṇa or the sagaṇa 

after the first syllable and (only) one yagaṇa occurs 

after (the first) four syllables, that metre is designated 

as ‘Vaktra’ which was explained [in the Chandaśśāstra 

by Piṅgala] in the category of Anuṣṭubh-chandas. The 

configuration of guru-laghus of the example is as 

follows:  

First quarter Second quarter 

1-

2 

2-6 3-1 4-2  1-2 2-6 3-1 4-

2 

 

U UU

U 

IU

U 

U = v8 U UU

U 

IU

U 

U = 

v8 

g m y g = v8 g m y g = 

v8 

Vaktra metre 
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The features of the Pathyāvaktra metre are shown as 

follows: 

yujaejeRn sirÑtuR> pWyav±< àkIitRtm!. 22.  

 

That metre in which both even pādas have a jagaṇa 

after four syllables, is called ‘Pathyāvaktra’. 

The following is the guru-laghu collocation of the 

example:  

First quarter Second quarter 

1-

2 

2-6 3-1 4-2  1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  

I UUI IUU U = 

v8 

U UUU IUI U = 

v8 

l t y g = 

v8 

g m j g = 

v8 

     Pathyāvaktra metre 

This is how the characteristics of Viparītapathyāvaktra 

metre are presented: 
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AyujaejeRn vairxeStdev ivprItaid. 23. 

 

When the same metre (Pathyāvaktra) has a jagaṇa 

after four syllables in both odd pādas, it is called by 

that name preceded by ‘Viparīta’ (or 

‘Viparītapathyāvaktra’). The following is the guru-

laghu structure of the example: 

First quarter Second quarter 

1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  

I IU

U 

IUI U = 

v8 

I UII IU

U 

U = 

v

8 

l y j g = 

v8 

l b y g = 

v

8 

   Viparītapathyāvaktra metre 

The metre Capalāvaktra is thus presented: 

cplav±myujaenRkaríet! pyaeraze>. 24. 
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If there is a nagaṇa after four syllables in both odd 

pādas, then it is ‘Capalāvaktra’. 

The following is the guru-laghu arrangement of the 

example:      

First quarter Second quarter 

1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  

I IUU III U = 

v8 

I UU

U 

IU

U 

U = 

v8 

l y n g = 

v8 

l m y g = 

v8 

    Capalāvaktra metre 

The metre Yugmavipulā is introduced: 

ySya< l> sÝmae yuGme sa yuGmivpula mta. 25. 

 

If in any category of Anuṣṭubh the seventh is a short 

syllable in the even pādas (then) she is known as 
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‘Yugmavipulā’. The guru-laghu collocation of the 

example is as follows:                   

First quarter Second quarter 

1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  1-2 2-6 3-4 4-2  

U UUU IUU U = 

v8 

U UII IUI U = 

v8 

g m y g = 

v8 

g b j g = 

v8 

Yugmavipulā metre 

This is the opinion of the prosodic teacher named 

Saitava about the features of the (Yugma-)Vipulā 

metre: 

sEtvSyaiole:vip. 26. 

 

In the opinion of the teacher (prosodist) named 

Saitava, if the seventh syllable is short in all pādas, she 

is also considered to be ‘(Yugma-)Vipulā’. The 

following is the guru-laghu arrangement of the 

example: 
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First quarter 

1-2 2-6 3-4 4-2  

U IUU IUI U = v8 

g y j g = v8 

                    (Yugma-)Vipulā metre 

Here is about another metre named Bhavipulā:  

ÉenaiBxtae ÉaiÖpula.  27 . 

 

Because of the reason that there is a bhagaṇa after the 

four syllables, that (metre) is (also called) ‘Vipulā’, 

preceded by ‘bha’ (or ‘Bhavipulā’). The following is 

the guru-laghu collocation of the example:         

First quarter 

1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  

U UIU UII U = v8 

g r b g = v8 

        Bhavipulā metre 
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This is about the Ravipulā:  

#TwmNya rítuwaRt!. 28. 

 

In this manner (like Bhavipulā) if there is one ragaṇa 

after four syllables, that (metre) is (also called) another 

type (of ‘Vipulā’ preceded by ‘Ra’ or ‘Ravipulā’). The 

guru-laghu configuration of the example is as follows: 

First quarter 

1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  

U IUU UIU U = v8 

g y r g = v8 

            Ravipulā metre 

This is about the Navipulā: 

nae=MbuxeíeÚivpula. 29. 

 

If there is a nagaṇa after four syllables, that (metre) is 

(called) ‘Navipulā’). The following is its guru-laghu 

collocation:        
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First quarter 

1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  

U IUU III U = v8 

g y n g = v8 

    Navipulā metre 

This is about the Tavipulā:  

tae=BxeStTpUvaRNya Évet!. 30. 

 

If there is one tagaṇa after four syllables, that (metre) 

is (called) another types of ‘Vipulā’ preceded by ‘Ta’ 

(or ‘Tavipulā’). The structure of the guru-laghus of the 

example is as follows: 

First quarter 

1-2 2-6 3-1 4-2  

U UUU UUI U = v8 

g m t g = v8 

          Tavipulā metre 
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This is about the metre Acaladṛti: 

iÖkgui[tvsul"urclx&itirh. 31. 

 

Here (in this category) the metre that has eight short 

syllables multiplied by two (i.e., sixteen short syllables 

in all four quarters) is (called) ‘Acaladṛti’. The guru-

laghu configuration of its example is as follows:  

First quarter 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII = mt16 

l16 = mt16 

              Acaladṛti metre 

This is about the metre Mātrāsamaka: 

maÇasmk< nvmae LgaNTy>. 32. 

 

The metre in which the ninth mora is a short syllable, 

and which ends with a heavy syllable (or has a heavy 
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syllable at the end) is ‘Mātrāsamaka’. The guru-laghu 

arrangement of its example is as follows:  

First quarter 

UU IIU IIU UU = mt16 

1-4 2-3 3-1 4-2  

       Mātrāsamaka metre 

This is about the metre Viśloka: 

jaeNlavwaMbuxeivRðaek>. 33.  

 

If after four morae there is either a jagaṇa or (else) 

both a nagaṇa and a short syllable, (then) that metre is 

(termed as) ‘Viśloka’. The following is its guru-laghu 

structure of the example:      

First quarter 

UU IUI UU UU = mt16 

1-4 2-2 3-2 4-2  

           Viśloka metre 
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This is about the metre Vānavāsikā: 

t*uglaÖanvaiska Syat!. 34.  

 

If after a couple of four (or eight) morae (there is a 

jagaṇa or both a nagaṇa and a laghu, then) that metre 

is (named as) ‘Vānavāsikā’. Its guru-laghu 

arrangement is as follows: 

First quarter 

UII UU IUI UU = mt16 

1-4 2-3 3-2 4-2  

        Vānavāsikā metre 

This is about the metre Citrā:  

ba[aònvsu yid liíÇa. 35. 

 

If there is a short syllable in (the places such as) the 

fifth, eighth and ninth mora, then that metre is called 

‘Citrā’. Its guru-laghu stucture is as follows:   
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First quarter 

UU IIII IIU UU = mt16 

1-4 2-2 3-2 4-2  

     Citrā metre 

This is about the metre Upacitrā: 

AiBxyugaÑíeÊpicÇa. 36. 

 

If after a couple of four morae there is a bhagaṇa, 

(then) that metre is (designated as) ‘Upacitrā’. The 

arrangement of its guru-laghus is as follows: 

First quarter 

UII UU UII UU = mt16 

1-4 2-3 3-1 4-2  

              Upacitrā metre 

This is about the metre Pādākulaka: 

ydtItk«tivivxlúmyutEmaRÇasmaidpadE> kiltm!, 

Ainytv&Äpirma[siht< àiwt< jgTsu padak…lkm!. 37. 
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Any metre formed with the pādas of the metres such 

as Mātrāsamaka and so forth, which possesses the 

various features mentioned earlier, and having metres 

of uncertain form and length is, among the people, 

well known as ‘Pādākulaka’. The collocation of its 

guru-laghus is as follows: 

Quarter Collocation Morae Metre 

First 

quarter 

IIU IIII IIU IIU = mt16 Mātrāsamaka 

Viśloka Citrā 1-4 2-3 3-1 4-2 

Second 

quarter 

UU IUI UU IIU = mt16 Viśloka 

Upacitrā 1-4 2-2 3-2 4-2 

Third 

quarter 

IIII UII IUI IIU = mt16 Mātrāsamaka 

Vānavāsikā 1-4 2-3 3-2 4-2 

Fourth 

quarter 

IIU IUI UU IIU = mt16 Viśloka 

Upacitrā 1-4 2-3 3-2 4-2 

Pādākulaka metre 
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A specific rule is now given about the device of 

computing the numbers of gurus, laghus, morae and 

syllables of metres: 

v&ÄSy la ivnav[ERgaR v[aR guéiÉStwa, gurvae lEdRle inTy< 

àma[imit iniítm!. 38. 

 

Morae of a metre minus the syllables (letters) become 

heavy syllables (in other words, the total number of 

heavy syllables can obtain when the sum of letters 

subtracted from the sum of morae.) In the same way, 

morae minus the heavy syllables are the (total number 

of) syllables (or letters of the metre). When (the sum 

of) morae minus of the short syllables is divided by 

two make the (total number of) the heavy syllables (in 

a metre). In this manner, the (total) number (or 

quantity) of heavy syllables and other details can be 

decided upon. 
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In metres, the number of morae minus the number of 

syllables is equal to the number of gurus in the verse. 

Similarly, the number of morae minus the number of 

gurus is equal to the number of syllables. Again, the 

number of more minus the number of laghus divided 

by two is equal to the number of gurus. The following 

is the total number of morae that each moraic metre 

possesses: 

Metre Sum of morae 

Āryā, Pathyā, Vipulā, Capalā 57 

Gīti 60 

Upagīti 54 

Āryāgīti 64 

Vaitālīya 60 

Vaktra 60 

Mātrāsamaka 64 

                Total number of morae of all moraic metres  
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This method can be applied not only in verse compositions 

but in prose compositions too (ten padSyaxRSy p*Sy g*Sy 

va #TywR>,).6 But in the prose which does not have the fixed 

number of morae their number should be given when asking 

about the number of guru or varṇa or laghu. 

This is about the metre Śikhā: 

iziogui[tdzl"urictmpgtl"uyuglmprimdmiolm!,  

sgué zklyuglkmip supir"iqtliltpdivtit Évit izoa. 

39. 

 

If (the first hemistich) consists of ten multiplied by three 

short syllables minus two short syllables and the other (that 

is, the second hemistich)  contains the same (number of 

 
6 VRKB. pp. 117-119; vide. VRP. p. 25; VRSN. pp. 34, 35; VRPT. pp. 
72-75; VRRP. pp. 40, 41; VRBBV. pp. 68-70; VRCV. pp. 44, 45; 
SVVR. pp. 61-63 
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syllables, that is, thirty) and the two hemistiches (ardhas) 

have an additional heavy syllable at the end, and also if 

there is a collection of graceful words quite well (or 

systematically) arranged, that (metre) is called ‘Śikhā’. Its 

guru-laghu arrangement is as follows: 

First half of Śikhā 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII U = mt30; v29  

l28 g = mt30; v29 

Second half of Śikhā 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII U = mt32; v31 

l30  g = mt32; v31 

       Śikhā metre 

This is about the metre Khañjā: 

ivinmyivihtzklyugll"uliltpdivtitrictg[incya,  

ïuitsuok«idymip jgit i| jizr %pgtvit sit Évit 

oja. 40. 
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If the two hemistiches are interchanged and there is a 

collection of poetic merits (such as Saukumārya or 

tenderness) and a multitude of charming words, 

pervaded by short syllables and pleasing to the ear, 

that metre is known in the world as ‘Khajā’ with ‘ñ’ 

superimposed on ‘j’ (that is, Khañjā). The following is 

its guru-laghu collocation:  

First half of Khañjā 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII U = mt32; v31 

l30 g = mt32; v31 

Second half of Khañjā 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII U = mt30; v29 

l28 g = mt30; v29 

Khañjā metre 

This is about the Anaṅgakrīḍā metre. 

AòavxeR ga ™_ySta ySya> sa=n¼³Ifae´a,  
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Dlmprmip vsugui[tsillinixl"ukivrictpdivtit 

Évit. 41. 

 

If the first hemistich has eight multiplied by two heavy 

syllables (that is, sixteen heavy syllables), and the 

other too, has four multiplied by eight short syllables 

(totally thirty-two light syllables), she (that metre) is 

(then) called ‘Anaṅgakrīḍā’. Its guru-laghu 

configuration is as follows: 

First half of Anaṅgakrīḍā 

UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU g16 = mt32; v16  

Second half of Anaṅgakrīḍā 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII l32 = mt32; v32 

       Anaṅgakrīḍā metre 

This is about the Atirucirā metre: 
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iÇgu[nvl"urvisitguéirit dlyugk«ttnuritéicra. 42 

 

If there are three times nine short syllables (totally 

twenty-seven short syllables) ending with a heavy 

syllable at the end, that metre, thus having its body 

made of two halves (in such manner) is ‘Atirucirā’. 

The following is its guru-laghu arrangement: 

First half of Atirucirā 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII U = mt29; v28 

l27 g = mt29; v28 

Second half of Atirucirā 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII U = mt29; v28 

l27 g = mt29; v28 

     Atirucirā metre 

Findings 

The Āryā-group which goes by the general class name 

of jāti is also regarded as gaṇa-chandas due to its use 
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of four moraic footed gaṇas. The minor changes in the 

format of Āryā metre create other nine varieties of 

Āryā like Pathyā, Vipulā, etc. So, this Āryā and its 

derivatives are treated as pure moraic metres. 7  The 

Vaitālīya class belongs to moraic half-even metrical 

category. But it is good to consider them as miśra-

vṛttas since the second part of the quarters of every 

metre has the fixed order of its short and long letters.8 

The fundamental format of Vaitālīya metre primarily 

remains in other varieties of the class. The seven 

metres like Vaitālīya, Aupacchandasika, Āpātalikā, 

Dakṣiṇāntikā, Udīcyavṛtti, Prācyavṛtti and Pravṛttaka 

are completely regarded as moraic half-even metres 

because of the clarity of their features. But, the two 

metres, Aparāntikā and Cāruhāsinī in the same class as 

each of them takes four quarters of equal length, 

display the characteristics of moraic even metres. The 

main format of Vaktra metre is applied in other 

varieties of the class with certain minor changes. This 

class can be regarded as belonging to moraic uneven 

 
7 TSC. p. 386; CSPYK. p. 164 
8 TSC. p. 386; CSPYK. p. 164 
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metrical category for there are various possible 

occurances in the places of four lines of each metre. 

This class has a great deal of freedom allowed in the 

choice of short and long letters, with which their lines 

of equal length are composed. The uneven nature of 

this group is only seen in the structure of the lines of 

metres, yet, not in their length.9 However, the class of 

Vaktra, as its metres are counted by syllable wise and 

limitted to 8 syllables like Anuṣṭubh chandas and also 

they take syllabic gaṇas with certain exceptions, is 

regarded as syllabic metres, though it has been inserted 

to moraic metrical category. The reason for that class 

to be included there is that, though its metres are 

similar to Anuṣṭubh chandas by the number of 

syllables, there is no any constancy of the arrangement 

of guru-laghus in all the places of this class like in that 

of Anuṣṭubh. Mātrāsama metre and its derivatives like 

Acaladhṛti, Viśloka, Vānavāsikā, Citrā, Upacitrā and 

Pādākulaka are purely moraic even metres. The metre, 

Pādākulaka is the mixture of previous metres of the 

 
9 TSC. p. 386; CSPYK. p. 164 
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same class. A mathematical device for finding the 

number of moraic and other metres is introduced at the 

end of this class. The main feature of the class of 

Dvipāt metres is that each of them has only two 

quarters or pādas. That is why the group has been 

named as Dvipāt (two footed). But, some 

commentators like Rāmachandra Kavibhārati have 

added another half whle giving examplory verses, 

finding them to be four footed. If so, those metres can 

be put into the category of half-even metres. Though 

they are treated as moraic metres, the features of these 

metres are counted according to the number of gurus 

and laghus. In order to show the employment of a 

laghu or guru or gaṇa as a specific feature in a 

particular place of a line after any number of syllables, 

symbolic words have been used in the chapter.  

However, the most popular moraic metres have been 

described in the second chapter and among 40 moraic 

metres, Śikhā and Khañjā are considered as two new 

metres invented by Kedāra. The particular methods of 

finding the total value of gurus, laghus and syllables 
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specially occurred in moraic metres like Āryā, Pathyā, 

etc. have been presented in the form of formulae. 

Conclusion 

This comprehensive study with regard to moraic 

metres giving illustrations as mentioned in the text of 

Vr facilitates the possibility for learners to distinguish 

rules of theories of moraic metres in the simplest 

manner to solve any queries pertaining to moraic 

chandas and metres and to have all secrets regarding 

them and throughout prosody, and etc. 

This effort will be a supplementary and desideratum 

for making the scope familiar to learners, raising their 

interest of in the field, and enhancing the popularity of 

the subject followed by its uplift. 

Abbreviations 

Books: 

CHŚPH. Chandaḥśāstra of Piṅgala by Halāyudha 

CSPYK. Classical Sanskrit Prosody of K. 

Yedukondalu 
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SVVR.  Saralā Vyākhyā of Vṛttaratnākara 

VRBBV.  Vṛttaratnākara of Bhaṭṭa Kedāra with 

Bhaṭṭīya Sanskrit Commentary of Bhaṭṭa  

Nārāyaṇa and Manimayī Hindi 

commentary of Śrī Kedāra Nātha 

Śarmā. 2008. Ed. Śrī Kedāra Nātha 

Śarmā.  Varanasi: Chaukhamba 

Prakashan. 

VRCV. Vṛttaratnākara of Śrī Kedāra Bhaṭṭa 

with 'Candrikā' Sanskrit and Hindi  

Commentaries. 2015. Ed. Baladev 

Upadhyay. Varanasi: Chaukhamba 

Surabharati Prakashan. 

VRKB.  Vṛttaratnākara of Sri Kedāra Bhaṭṭa 

with Four commentaries 

VRP.   Vṛttaratnākara of Kedārabhaṭṭa with the 

commentary ‘Pañcikā’VRPT.  

VRRP.  Vṛttaratnākara of Kedāra Bhaṭṭa with 

Ratnaprabhāvyākhyā  of Nṛsiṁhadeva  

Śāstrī. 1926. New Delhi: Meharacandra 

Lachamanadas. 
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VRSN.  Vṛttaratnākara of Kedāra Bhaṭṭa with 

Sanskrit Subodhinīṭīkā and Prakrit  

Saralāṭīkā of Ñārasarāma Śāstrī. 1929. 

Mumbai: Malika Lakshmi 

Venkateshvar Press. 

TSC.   Pataskar, Bhagyalata. Ed. 2012. The 

Studies in Chandaḥśāstra. N. Delhi: Adarsha  

Sanskrit Shodha Samstha, Rashtriya 

Sanskrit Samsthan. 

Terms: 

b   bhagaṇa 

Ed.   Editor 

g   guru   

gṇ   gaṇa  

j   jagaṇa 

l  laghu 

m   magaṇa 

mt   mātrā  

n   nagaṇa 

nl  nagaṇalaghu 

p.  Page 
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pp.  Pages 

r  ragaṇa 

t  tagaṇa 

v  varṇa 

Vr  Vṛttaratnākara 

y   yagaṇa 
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