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Abstract

This research, implemented in the form of textual
study, aims at examining the peculiarities of morae
(matra) metres in the teaching of prosody with
reference to the Kedara Bhatta's Vrttaratnakara [Vr].
Moraic metres is one of the main two categories of
prosodic metres such as the moraic and the syllabic.
They have a variety of classifications in conformity
with different occurrences of morae in the practice of
versification. This genre also plays a main role in the
practice of the composition of verses in Sanskrit. One
of the crucial features of moraic metres is that such
metres are not counted in syllables. Therefore, this

kind of metres cannot be found in the Vedic literature
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where only the count of syllables is available or else
there are only syllabic metres which are counted by
means of syllables. As far as prosody is concerned,
though most of the scholars excessively focus on
popular facts in the subject, such as characteristic areas
syllabic metres and their varieties, etc., this is one of
the commonly neglected areas of the subject, regarding
which many prosodic works are not even discussed.
Therefore, the objective of this research is to make a
critical study on the theme with reference to the Vr,
being very popular among the readers, regarded as a
handbook of prosody, which also covers all aspects of
the discipline including the discussion of theories
pertaining to the moraic metres by means of several
karikas or aphorisms in its second chapter. Since they
are presented in aphoristic style, they are of the
requirement of further explanations. Explanatory notes
on each moraic metres together with illustrations are
gathered with the assistance of select commentaries of
the text. The confirmation of importance of getting
better understanding of this crucial point in the study

of prosody is another aspect of this research.
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The methodology applied in this research, which is
determined by qualitative approach, is to collect and
analyze data with respect to primary, secondary, and
tertiary sources. This study will provide significant
motivation for making the subject familiar to
beginners, increasing their desire of them in scope and
stretching the space of its rapid growth among the
local and foreign readers.

Keywords: morae metres, prosody, syllabic morae,
count of syllables, syllabic metres, prosodic work,
Kedara Bhatta, Vrttaratnakara, karikas, aphorisms,

moraic chandas
Research Problem

This study intends to investigate whether the
contribution of the knowledge of moraic metres is
essential to be perfect in understanding in prosody and
that of the Vr is authentic to comprehend the true
characteristics of moraic metres and their different

classifications together with related examples.
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Research Methodology

Since the entire research pertained to own a qualitative
approach, is mainly based on textual study, the Vr is to
be critically referred to and other relevant primary,
secondary and tertiary sources are too used in

respective manner.
Literature Review

The discussion of moraic metres (morae/ Instants-
based metres) is though it is a significant element in
the scope of prosodic teachings, a theme which has not
been discussed in the Vedic writings where the whole
focus has only been given on that of syllabic metres
(syllable-based metres) in which only number of
syllables are expected to be counted because the
division of letters as syllables and morae is not
considered at all in that period, instead of solely taking
them there as syllables. In that context, no any writing
regarding the topic is seen there. The first and
foremost existent work related to the entire Vedic and

Worldly prosody is the Chandahsastra (A treatise on
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prosody) by Pingala (3 - 2" BC) which also deals

with morae metres in its forth chapter.

In the most of later writings such as Srtabodha by
Kalidasa, Suvrttatilaka by Ksemendra, Kavidarpana
(by the Unknown), etc. except Vrttaratnakara by
Kedara Bhatta, Chandahkaustubha by Damodara
Gupta, Vagvallabha by Duhkhabhafijana,
Chandahkalavati by Ramakisoramisra, Vrttamauktika
by S1i Candrasekhara Bhatta, and etc., there is a
vacuum of dealing with moraic metres, though the
subject has been subjected to be highly discussed

paying much attention on syllabic metres.

During the recent past five decades from 1970s, there
are very few Ph.D. researches based on prosody like
Metres of Kalidasa by Madhusudan Mishra, Patna in
1974, A Comparative Study of Sanskrit Metres in
Bharatamuni s Natyasastra and Hemacandracarya s
Chandonusasanam by M.K. Moliya, Saurashtra in
1974,

Study of Metres in Sanskrit Dramas Bhasa to
Bhavabhiti by Ujjala Sharma, Delhi in 1974, Study
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of Vedic Metres, H. Shalini Ringe, Banaras in 1973,
Metrics, Origin, and Development of Sanskrit by
Arati Mishra, Calcutta in 1971 over which zero

attention has been given to moraic metres.

Publications like Mishra S. Handbook of Sanskrit
prosody. University of Michigan: Sri Aurobindo
Society; 1999, Ghaligi S, Nagendra H, Bhatt R. Effect
of Vedic chanting on memory and sustained

attention. 2006, etc. do not focus on moraic scope.

Research papers like Sanskrit Prosody, Pingala
Sitras and Binary Arithmetic by R. Sridharan in 2005
of which the main aim is to give a brief description of
the work of Pingala and discuss in detail the
mathematics arising out of it, Sanskrit Prosody: A
Potential Tool to Impact Neuropsychological
Variables in Middle School Children by Mollika
Ganguly, Sriloy Mohanty, Sampadananda Mishra and
Sanjib Patra in 2021 which attempts to explore the
impact of prosody/Chanda on sustained attention and
response interference in middle school children, An

Introduction to Sanskrit Chanda by Mithun
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Howladar, West Bengal Received: in 2018 which
discusses fundamental elements of both the Vedic and
Classical prosody, Impact of Sanskrit prosody on
anxiety, mindfulness, and self-concept in young
adolescents: A four-armed control trial by Mollika
Ganguly in 2022 which reveals that there was a
significant reduction in anxiety levels in the humming
group and few domains of anxiety in the chanting
group as well, Effect of Prosody of Rhythmic Yoga-
Based Recitation on Positive and Negative Affect
among Adolescents: A Four-Armed Comparative
Study by Sampadananda Mishra in 2021 and Gayatri
Mantra Chanting and its Effect on Attention,
Memory, Anxiety and Mental State in Young
Athletes: A Prospective Study by Shatavisa Mukherjee
in 2020 based on force of rhythmic recitations
regarding emotional and behavioral changes, Sanskrit
Prosody: A  Potential Tool to Impact
Neuropsychological Variables in Middle School
Children by Sampadananda Mishra in 2021 dealing
with the introduction of Chanting to have been

beneficial to improve attention and other cognitive


https://www.academia.edu/55998350/Effect_of_Prosody_of_Rhythmic_Yoga_Based_Recitation_on_Positive_and_Negative_Affect_among_Adolescents_A_Four_Armed_Comparative_Study
https://www.academia.edu/55998350/Effect_of_Prosody_of_Rhythmic_Yoga_Based_Recitation_on_Positive_and_Negative_Affect_among_Adolescents_A_Four_Armed_Comparative_Study
https://www.academia.edu/55998350/Effect_of_Prosody_of_Rhythmic_Yoga_Based_Recitation_on_Positive_and_Negative_Affect_among_Adolescents_A_Four_Armed_Comparative_Study
https://www.academia.edu/55998350/Effect_of_Prosody_of_Rhythmic_Yoga_Based_Recitation_on_Positive_and_Negative_Affect_among_Adolescents_A_Four_Armed_Comparative_Study
https://independent.academia.edu/MishraSampadananda
https://www.academia.edu/66757281/Gayatri_Mantra_Chanting_and_its_Effect_on_Attention_Memory_Anxiety_and_Mental_State_in_Young_Athletes_A_Prospective_Study
https://www.academia.edu/66757281/Gayatri_Mantra_Chanting_and_its_Effect_on_Attention_Memory_Anxiety_and_Mental_State_in_Young_Athletes_A_Prospective_Study
https://www.academia.edu/66757281/Gayatri_Mantra_Chanting_and_its_Effect_on_Attention_Memory_Anxiety_and_Mental_State_in_Young_Athletes_A_Prospective_Study
https://www.academia.edu/66757281/Gayatri_Mantra_Chanting_and_its_Effect_on_Attention_Memory_Anxiety_and_Mental_State_in_Young_Athletes_A_Prospective_Study
https://independent.academia.edu/ShatavisaMukherjee
https://www.academia.edu/96706071/Sanskrit_Prosody_A_Potential_Tool_to_Impact_Neuropsychological_Variables_in_Middle_School_Children
https://www.academia.edu/96706071/Sanskrit_Prosody_A_Potential_Tool_to_Impact_Neuropsychological_Variables_in_Middle_School_Children
https://www.academia.edu/96706071/Sanskrit_Prosody_A_Potential_Tool_to_Impact_Neuropsychological_Variables_in_Middle_School_Children
https://www.academia.edu/96706071/Sanskrit_Prosody_A_Potential_Tool_to_Impact_Neuropsychological_Variables_in_Middle_School_Children
https://independent.academia.edu/MishraSampadananda
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parameters, The Sanskrit Origins of Recent Style
Prosody by Mair Victor H.,Mei Tsu-lin,Tsuyoshi
Hasebe in 1991, and so on except Meter Identification
Of Sanskrit Verse by Keshav Melnad, Pawan Goyal,
And Peter Scharf in which there is a slight mention on
moraic theme, are too devoid of touching the

aforesaid.

Such scenario confirms to implement such a study
concerning the topic mostly untouched and possessing
lack of writings.

Study

The second chapter of the Kedara Bhatta's
Vrttaratnakara [Vr] namely Matravrttadhikara is
reserved for the moraic metres. It contains six sections
such as Aryaprakarana, Gitiprakarana,
Vaitaliyaprakarana, Vaktraprakarana,
Matrasamaprakarana, Dvipatprakarana where all the
characteristics of 40 moraic metres like Arya, Giti,
Vaitaliya, Vaktra, Matrasama, Dvipat and etc. in 50

karikas are explained.


https://typeset.io/authors/mair-victor-h-2pdufcr797
https://typeset.io/authors/mei-tsu-lin-2twq13jjyv
https://typeset.io/authors/tsuyoshi-hasebe-d7j2hj1qhy
https://typeset.io/authors/tsuyoshi-hasebe-d7j2hj1qhy
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The Aryaprakarana deals with the characteristics of
the first and second halves of Arya metre with other
varieties of Arya-group such as Pathya, Vipula,
Capala, Mukhacapala and Jaghanacapala from karika
1 to 7. The Gitiprakarana, belonging to the Arya class
is used to describe the characteristics of metres like
Giti, Upagiti, Udgiti and Aryagiti from karika 8 to 11.
The Vaitalivaprakarana discusses the features of the
varieties of Vaitaliya group such as Vaitaliya,
Aupacchandasika, Apatalika, Daksinantika,
Udicyavrtti, Pracyavrtti, Pravrttaka, Aparantika and
Caruhasini from karika 12 to 20. The Vaktraprakarana
displays the characteristics of the varieties of VVaktra or
Anustubh group such as Vaktra, Pathyavaktra,
Viparitapathyavaktra, Capalavaktra, Yugmavipula,
(Yugma)-Vipula, Bhavipula, Ravipula, Navipula and
Tavipula  from  karika 21 to 30. The
Matrasamaprakarana depicts the characteristics of the
varieties of Matrasama group such as Acaladhrti,
Matrasama, Visloka, Vanavasika, Citra, Upacitra and
Padakulaka and the device of computing the numbers

of gurus-laghus (Gurulaghusarnkhya-bodhopaya) from
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karika 31 to 38. The Dvipatprakarana illustrates the
characteristics of the varieties of Dvipat metric group

such as Sikha, Khaiija, Anangakrida and Atirucira

from karika 39 to 42.

Glance of Content of Adhyaya 2 of the

Vrttaratnakara

The overview of the classification of moraic metrical

classes and their varieties in the second chapter is as

follows:
No. | Name of | List of Metrical Varieties | Sum
class
(MV) of
MV
1 | Arya Arya,  Pathya, Vipula, | 10
Capala, Mukhacapala,
Jaghanacapala, Giti, Upagiti,
Udgiti, Aryagiti
2 Vaitaltya | Vaitaliya, Aupacchandasika, | 09
Apatalika, Daksinantika,
Udicyavrtti, Pracyavrtti,
Pravrttaka, Aparantika,

10
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Caruhasini
3 Vaktra Vaktra, Pathyavaktra, | 10
Viparitapathyavaktra,

Capalavaktra, Yugmavipula,

(Yugma)-Vipula, Bhavipula,

Ravipula, Navipula,
Tavipula
4 Matrasama | Acaladhrti, Matrasama, | 07

Visloka, Vanavasika, Citra,

Upacitra, Padakulaka

5 Dvipat Sikha, Khaiija, Anangakrida, | 04

Atirucira

Total 40

Moraic metrical classes and their varieties
Observations

The Vrttaratnakara begins its second chapter by
presenting the category of Arya-jati. The first verse
describes the characteristics of the first half of Arya-

Jjati:

11
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N NN [aNN o N N e

SEHAHEITI AT HATd & [d9H S1: | §BISY | [y
N N~ <

T UIHSY [HIAHTAEIT: 1 ¢ N

laksmaitatsaptagana gopeta bhavati neha visame jah |

sastho'yarh ca nalaghu va prathame'rdhe

niyatamaryayah | |[1] |

A regular (niyata) feature (laksma) of the first

hemistich of the Arya metre is that it consists of seven

(four-moraic) garas and has one heavy syllable (at the

end) and no jagaza in odd positions. The sixth gara

should have this (jagara) or nagara-laghu (i.e., four

short syllables).

According to the identical quality i.e. the togetherness

of containing examples and norms (JEASATETAH) of

the work, Vr, all aforesaid features can be observed as

follows:

12
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First half of Arya

s\ gl alqalwwo|la a9 at|agl|gas

N N N N N

al | alw 1|7 T a T

ululu{ult{fulu o]yl uul =
m
t3
0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 |gl=
g
n
7
+
g

Arya First Half

It shows that there are seven moraic feet accompanied
by guru at the end in the first half of Arya. Jagana is
not there in odd places. The sixth ganza can be either
jagana or nagana-laghu. Its total number of morae is
thirty.

13
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The pause places of Arya and characteristics of its

second half are next explained:

N o e N ~__~ NN
98 TgdEAld W «d JUESTE H AdUQEIH: | FLHSH

haN o

UHS dEHTeE Wald §91 &: 1 R I

sasthe  dvitiyalat  parake nle  mukhalicca sa
yatipadaniyamah |

carame'rdhe paficamake tasmadiha bhavat sastho lah| |
2|

When the sixth (gara in the first half of Arya metre) is
nagara-laghu (that is, a gara of four short syllables)
there is a pause just before its second morae (i.e., just
after its first morae). When the garna just after the sixth
(the seventh gara) is nagana-laghu, there is a pause at
the beginning of its first morae (after the sixth gazna).
In the second half, when the fifth gara is nagana-
laghu, there is a pause just before its first morae (after
the fourth gaza). Here [in this second half] the sixth

gana is a mere single short syllable.

14
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First and second halves of Arya with features and

pause positions

First half of Arya

fgda | @4 | & | g@e1 | =@ | gg@ | a:

o

W | qid

u il puln oy iy LI U im
U t®

25 | 34 | 45 | 54 | 62| 74 | g

Second half of Arya

15
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e | | T (e | fa | W |3

T

q

-

Ifou [nu, Juu, | i | 1 [ WU [U[m

| 2

U 7

1] 25 | 34 | 45| 54 | 61| 74 | g

- n

4 7
+
g

Arya metre
The first kind of Arya which is known as Pathyarya is
discussed here:
[N ~ ~ = ~ o
Y Uil g€y €9d &1 | 9Id ™

N

ACARSq(dlg: GHIEAAH I R 1l

16
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trisvarhsakesu pado dalayoradyesu drsyate yasyah|

pathyeti nama tasyaschandovidbhih
samakhyatam || 3] |

If a pada (a quarter) is identified after the first three
(four-moraic) feet in both hemistiches, that Arya metre
is called ‘Pathya’ by masters of prosody. (Note: A
pause occurs at the end of each pada.). Its guru-laghu
collocation as in the above exemplary verse is

exhibited by the following table:

First half of Pathyarya

uu Ul UU, | IU | UU | IUl | UU | U | mt®

1-4 |25 34 |45 54|62 74| g|gn'+g

Second half of Pathyarya

uu Ul | UU, | UU | UU | I Uu [ U | mtZ

1-4 |25 34455461749 |gn+g

Pathyarya metre

The characteristics of the Vipularya are explained:

17
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CXN &

IgeEd TEEHIGH THRSAEANA Tg: | aedwed

SR ST SHREET I 2 )

Ullanghyaganatrayamadimar

sakalayordvayorbhavati padah|
yasyastarh  pingalanago vipulamiti samakhyati| |
41

If the pada in either hemistich extends beyond the first
three moraic feet (into the middle of the fourth foot),

that Arya metre is called Vipula by Pingalanaga.

First half of Vipularya

uu HU | HU [ 1YL HU | 1IUL [ HU | U | mt

14 | 25 | 34|45 |54 |62 74| g | gn'+g

Second half of Vipularya

uu Uuu (U [yl Ul | I [UU| U |mtZ

1-4 | 25 [ 34| 45|54 61|74 g |gn'+g

Vipularya metre

18
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The features of Capalarya metre are exposed:

eN_ ¢ N\ haNy

SEpIEpIECan TSERT qEd: | 99efd AW
TEA: Thifdd AV 1 Y )

ubhayardhayorjakarau dvitiyaturyau ca madhyagau
yasyah|

capaleti nama tasyah prakirtitarh nagarajena|| 5|
If in any [Arya] the second and fourth jaganas in
either hemistich occur between two heavy syllables,
then that Arya metre is called Capala by Nagaraja (or
Pingalanaga). Its guru-laghu configuration is as

follows:

First half of Capalarya

U |1

UU, [ IUL | UU | IUl | UU | U | mt®

122131 41|52 62| 74 | g |gn+g

Second half of Capalarya

U | I

uu, | Ul j Uy | I uu | U | mt¥

122131 41|52 61| 74 | g |gn+g

Capalarya metre

19
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The features of the Arya metre, Mukhacapala are

given in this verse:

W ¢ TG Yol oRH YeRd 9Ed: | AN
JESTOEHT GEaT gl e 1 & )

adyarh  dalarh = samastarh  bhajeta  laksma
capalagatarh yasyah |

sese purvajalaksma mukhacapala sodita munina| |

6]
If in any [Arya] its first hemistich possesses all (the

same) characteristics associated with the Capala, and
the rest (i.e., the second hemistich) owns the same
features of the first (i.e., the Pathya), that Arya is
called ‘Mukhacapala’ by the sage (Pingalanaga).

First half of Mukhacapalarya

UU | IUI | UU, [IUI | Ull|IUl|UU | U | mt

1-4 [ 25| 34 [45[54 62| 74| g | gn’+g

Second half of Mukhacapalarya

uu | Ul uy, | oy | ull | U | mt¥

1-4 [ 25| 34 [45|54 61| 74| g | gn’+g

Mukhacapalarya metre

20
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Another Arya type, Jaghanacapala in name is

introduced with its features:
~ 0 = N N =
HEHTAGNGAH Y YH YJHAU d FUSMHED: | SERIS ST

N o o <

T RISt 1| 9 ||
prakpratipaditamardhe prathame prathametare tu
capalayah |

laksmasrayeta sokta visuddhadhibhir

jaghanacapala|| 7] |
(The Arya metre) whose first hemistich associates the

features of the former (that is, Pathya) and the second
hemistich those of the Capala is called ‘Jaghanacapala’
by those with clear intellect. The following is its guru-

laghu arrangement:

First half of Jaghanacapalarya

Uil | Uil | Uy, | U | U | 1Ul | HU | U | mt

14 | 25 | 34 |45 |54 |6-2| 74| g | gn'+g

Second half of Jaghanacapalarya

Uu | Ul [ UU, [ IUL{UU | T |1l|U]|mt

14 | 25 | 34 |45 |54 |6-1|7-4| g | gn'+g

Jaghanacapalarya metre

21
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The aggregate sum of the entire varieties of the Arya®

depicted in the following table:

1 2 3 4
L wmt | enisfgert | safgerl | sty
2 HEE93T- | JEIIST- GRS JEAIST-
| | s |
3 | Sos | TSl | SRSl | SeeEeT
-
4| meren | weMEe- | RS- | HEG-
6 | e | gEeRt! | gEEeT | gEeni
Ma-- | 3- " -

1 VRKB. pp. 53-55; vide. CHSPH. pp. 51, 52

22
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7 5 3 S
8 | e | AeEvenll | wETSRi | AerEveniiE
fg-r & a
9 | owiify- » | swif-» | Swife-" | Swif- -
10 b N ﬂ ~ ~ _rﬂ'\
1| Soaue | SoETeN | SOeETeN | STEAEaeET
12 = ~ ﬂ ~ ~ ﬁr\
B e el (SR | AR

23
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14 = ~ a = a ~ ﬁ ﬁ
15 =~ ﬂ =~ a =~ a

16 s Ll m‘\ m‘\ Wﬂ%‘l’;‘:‘]"ﬁ\
171 st | smabffa- | omaiifa- | et

18 | gemuer | gEETeE | gEETeEl | gEETeTEnT
19| Sove | SemeTeE | SeEeEt | et
20 | rgrer | AeETeE | FENUYSR | HerueEnt

24
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Varieties of the Arya

Examples of all those are rare. The two words mukha
and jaghana have been used to denote the preceding
and the following as same as they mean in the body as
front or face and hip or back. The use of the two stems
vipula and capala is too alias or having an obvious
meaning because the Vipula and the Capala due to the
respective state of their largeness and inconstancy are
with the state of exceeding the previously mentioned

characteristics.?

The Giti is another kind of Arya:

JEveECSRE did RYAY FEU WagEdl: | g
FadicrRni i 3ttt It gtea: 1l < 1

aryaprathamadaloktarh yadi kathamapi laksanam

bhavedubhayoh |

2 VRKB. p. 55; vide. VRP. p. 14; VRKB. pp. 61-63; VRSN. pp. 19, 20;
VRPT. pp. 31, 32; VRRP. pp. 19, 20; VRBBV. pp. 38, 39; VRCV. pp.
22-24; SVVR. pp. 40, 41

25
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dalayoh  krtayatiSobharh  tarh  gitih  gitavan
bhujangesah | | 8] |

If the (same) characteristic declared for the first
hemistich of the Arya (i.e., Pathyarya) metre somehow
occurs in both hemistiches (of a verse), the lord of
serpents, Pingala, called that Arya endowed with
(proper) pause embellishments as ‘Giti’. The

collocation of its guru-laghus are as follows:

First half of Giti

Uu | 1 Uy, | i iyl [ iy | U | mt¥

1-4 [ 25| 34 |45 54| 62 | 74| g | gn™+g

Second half of Giti

MU | 1| UU, | UU | UU | IUl [UU | U | mto

1-4 [ 25| 34 |45 54| 62 | 74| g | gn™+g

Giti metre

The features of the second Giti type called Upagiti are
introduced:

26
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-

(‘f\ﬂ \S‘a\(_‘ o . st l o
AW at Fiersd 1 &

aryadvitiyake'rdhe yadgaditam laksanam tatsyat|

yadyubhayorapi dalayorupagitimh tam
munirbrate| |9] |

If the characteristic mentioned for the second
hemistich of the Arya metre occurs in both hemistiches
(of a verse), the sage Pingala calls (that metre) as

Upagiti. Its guru-laghu arrangement is as follows:

First half of Upagiti

Uu | IUl | UU, | Ull| UU | Uu | U | mt¥

1-4 | 25| 34 [45] 54 [ 61| 7-4 | g | gn'+g

Second half of Upagiti

ull julr | ny, (U | uu | Uu | U | mt¥

1-4 | 25| 34 |45 54 | 61 | 7-4 | g | gn'+g

Upagiti metre

The third Giti type namely Udgiti is presented with its

characteristics:

27
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< [aN . o . haN ha¥ [aN [aN
AMARMRGgdd  HcqIUHEd AU | H]?ﬁﬁi Thes

HITAT TEICHRICETTH |l 20 1)

aryasakaladvitayamvyatyayaracitarh bhavedyasyah |
sodgitihkilakathita

tadvadyatyamsabhedasamyukta| | 10] |

If the two hemistiches of the Arya metre, occurs in
inverted order, that metre endowed with features like
pause and ganas pertaining to the Arya is called

“Udgiti’. Following is its guru-laghu collocation:

First half of Udgrti

uu | Hu | nu, | un | iy I Uu [ U | mt¥

1-4 | 25 [ 34 [ 45 [ 54| 61 | 714 | g | gn™g

Second half of Udgiti

Uu | ull | Iy, | UU | UU | 1UI Uu | U | mt¥®

1-4 | 25 [ 34 [ 45 |54 | 62 | 714 | g | gn™g

Udgtti metre

The features of the third kind of Giti titled Aryagiti are

shown;
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FEIGETS T IEOIhATE foiae | ScREeITs
3@ FSAgfE RN 1 9 1

aryapurvardhamh yadi gurunaikenadhikena nidhane

yuktam |

itaradvannikhilah ~ dalamh  yadiyamuditeyamarya
gitih | |11] |

If the first hemistich of the Arya metre contains an
extra heavy syllable at the end, and the other half (that
is, the second hemistich) is exactly like the first, this
metre is called ‘Aryagiti’. Its guru-laghu arrangement

is as follows:

First half of Aryagiti

UU | UU [ UIl,| IU [ UU | IUl | IU | UU | mt2

1-4 | 25 | 34 | 45 |54 |6-2 | 7-4 | 81| gn®

Second half of Aryagiti

U | UU | lIU, | Ul | Ul |IUl|UU | UU | mt?

1-4 | 25 | 34 | 45 |54 |6-2 | 7-4| 81| gnd

Aryagiti metre
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Other than the above four types of Giti, there are

another eleven kinds® of it as follows:

Name Feature

1 Sarhgtti When the Arya gets an additional guru at
the end.

2 Sugiti When the first half of Arya gets an
additional guru at the end.

3 | Pragiti When the second half of Arya gets an

additional guru at the end.

4 | Anugiti When both halves of Sugiti were turned

upside down.

5 | Mafjugiti | When both halves of Pragiti were turned

upside down.

6 | Vigiti When the second half of Arya gets an
additional guru at the end and the both

halves are made with that feature.

7 Carugiti When both halves of Udgiti get an

additional guru at the end.

8 Valggiti When the second half of Aryagiti reduces

3 SVVR. pp. 45, 46
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one guru at the end.

9 | Lalita When the first half of Aryagiti reduces
one guru at the end.

10 | Pramada When the first half of Upagiti gets an

additional guru at the end.

11 | Candrika | When the second half of Upagiti gets an

additional guru at the end.

Other eleven Kinds of Giti

As each of them too is of sixteen types, the total of

them is (16x11) one hundred and seventy-six (176).

In the same way the divisions of the previously
mentioned fourfold Giti are too (16x4) sixty-four (64).
Finally, all together there are (240+16) two hundred
and fifty-six (256). As far as their optional uses of
ganas are concerned, they get a large number of
further divisions, and they can also be viewed through
the method applied for the early-mentioned metres.*

4VRKB. pp. 69-71; vide. VRP. pp. 14, 15; VRKB. pp. 68-71; VRSN.
p. 22; VRPT. pp. 36, 37; VRRP. pp. 23, 24; VRBBV. pp. 43-46;
VRCV. pp. 26, 27; SVVR. pp. 44-46
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The features of the moraic metre, Vaitaliya are

expressed:

o N D ¥ hnN ha SR
ve fuAsSl @@ ®on W 9 @H €A fea: ) |
HHETET F3 JASES=d W@ IT6: 1| &R |

sad visame'stau same kalah sat ca same syurno

nirantarah |

na  samatraparasrita  kala  vaitaliye'nte  ralau
guruh||12] |

In the (moraic) metre, Vaitaliya, there are six morae in
the odd (1%, 3'%) quarters and eight morae in the even
(2", 4™ quarters. And in the even quarters six morae
do not occur in Uninterrupted Sequence of short
syllables by heavy syllable. Here in this Vaitaliya
group, the even morae (i.e., second, fourth and sixth)
do not depend on the following (third, fifth, seventh,
respectively. that is, each does not coalesce with it into
a heavy syllable). At the end (of each quarter) there are
both ragarza and a short syllable and (also) a heavy
syllable. Its guru-laghu arrangement in the example is

as follows:
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First quarter Second quarter

1 2 3 |4 1 2 3|4
uliu (Ui | 1 (U | = uliuu [ UIU | I | Ul =
mt4 mt?
6
mt® r I Jg| = mt ro|l]gl =
mt4 mt!
6

Third quarter fourth quarter

1 2 3|4 1 2 3|4
Hutr UV | I (U] = |UUUU |UIU | I |U =
mt24 mt?
6
mt® r I 1g| = mt ro|l]gl =
mt24 mt?
6

Vaitaliya metre

The next is about the features of one of the Vaitaliya-

metres namely Aupacchandasika:

SN N N NN ~
©

ed a1 AU ATHI=SG S GERRE®EAE N 93 1
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paryante ryau tathaiva Sesamaupacchandasikarh
sudhibhiruktam| | 13] |

If each quarter ends in ragaza and yagara and the rest
(bearing) the same (features) are as in the previous
(metre), then that metre is called ‘Aupacchandasika’

by the wise. Its guru-laghu collocation is as follows:

First quarter Second quarter
1 2 3 1 2 3
UUU | UIU | 1UY, | =mt!® | UUUI | UIU | IUU =
I mt18
mt® r y |[=mtf| mt r y =
mt18

Aupacchandasika metre

The features of another one of the Vaitaliya-metres,

i.e. Apatalika are shown:

SRR g Jaagad |l €3 |

apatalikakathiteyarhbhadgurukavathapiirvavadanyat|
| 14] |
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If there are two heavy syllables after bhagana
(preceded by six morae in the odd quarters and by
eight morae in the even quarters) and the rest
(remaining) as before, (then) this (metre) is known as

‘Apatalika’. Its guru-laghu arrangement is as follows:

First quarter Second quarter

1 2 3|4 1 2 | 3|4
uull jullt | U | U = uliul | ull U | U =
mt4 | mtté
mé | b | g|g = mt® b |g|lg| =
mt14 mth

Apatalika metre

Here are the features of one of the Vaitaliya-metres,

Daksinantika:

CRIRRACAT IR AR ik Ee AR R Y]
trtiyayugdaksinantikasamastapadesudvitiyalah | | 15] |

When the second mora in all the quarters is combined

with the third mora (to make a heavy syllable) that
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metre is called ‘Daksinantika’. Its guru-laghu

collocation is as follows:

First quarter Second quarter

1 2 |34 1 2 |34
WWIU [UIU| I |U| = |IUIUU|UIU|I|U| =
mt14 mt16
mt® r|l|gl| = mt r|llg] =
mt14 mt16

Daksinantika metre

The features of the Vaitaliya-metre, Udicyavrtti are
presented:

o (oS aXull o} NN hnN hnN
SaIdlgdided : Hh[SUUT HAGGTHIT: 1l & I

udicyavrttirdvitiyalahsakto'grenabhavedayugmayoh |

|16/ |

That (moraic metre) in which the second mora of the
odd padas comes into contact with the front (= next or
third) mora (to make a heavy syllable), is called
‘Udicyavrtti’. Its guru-laghu arrangement is as

follows:
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First quarter Second quarter
1 2 3| 4 1 2 314
Iul | UIU | I|U = Uuul | UIU | I Ul =
U mtl4 | mt16
mt® ro|ljg]| = mt® r I |g| =
mt14 mt16

Udicyavrtti metre

Here are the features of Pracyavrtti, another kind of the

The Vaitaltya-metres:

Yo ~ (o oSN} ha¥
GauT JdAISY G=FH: A=IJIlqdd JFHIT: 11 9 I

pirvena yuto'tha paficamah pracyavrttiruditaiva
yugmayoh | [17] |

That (moric metre) in which the fifth mora of the even
padas is bound with the previous (or fourth) mora
(making a heavy syllable), is declared as ‘Pracyavrtti’.

The structure of its guru-laghus is as follows:
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First quarter Second quarter
1 2 |3|4 1 2 |3| 4
Uul {uUlU [ 1 {U| = [ UIUlI | U [I|U| =mtH
mt4 " U
mt® r (l|g| = mt® r[1]| g | =mt?
mt14

Pracyavrtti metre

This is about the features of the metre, Pravrttaka, one

of the Vaitaliya-metres:

(RN o

T AHEGHR] JEaniard dd SgaHa il ¢ |

yadi  samavojayugmakau parvayorbhavati  tat
pravritakam| | 18] |

When both the odd and the even padas are
(respectively) similar to the previous two (Udicyavrtti
and Pracyavrtti metres), (then) that (metre) is called
‘Pravrttaka’. The following is its guru-laghu

configuration:
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First quarter Second quarter
1 2 |34 1 2 |34
IUIU | UIU [I|U]| = Ul | Ul | 1| U |=mt®
mt4 | 11 U
mt® r I|g = mt® r(1]g|=mt®
mt14

Pravrttaka metre

The features of the Aparantika, one of the Vaitaliya-

metres are pointed out:

IR PRI TRl 11 9 1

asya yugmaracita'parantika| [19] |
That (metre), formed with the even padas of the
Pravrttaka is called ‘Aparantika’. The arrangement of

its guru-laghus in a one quarter is as follows:

First quarter

1 2 |34
Uuibill [ UIU | | | U | = mt'®
mt® r | 1| g|=mt

Aparantika metre
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The features of the metre, Caruhasini, the last one of

the Vaitaliya-metres are displayed:

TGN FTERTE 1l Ro 1)

ayugbhava caruhasini| [20] |
That (metre), born of the odd padas of Pravrttaka, is
called ‘Caruhasini’. The collocation of its guru-laghus

in a one quarter is as follows:

First quarter

1 2 |34

IUIU|UIU |1 |U|=mt

mté r|1|g|=mt

Caruhasini metre

Although the Vr. provides nine Vaitaliya varieties,
there are some other Vaitaliya-metres which are not
mentioned here. Only their names together with basic

features are too presented in the following table:
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Name

Feature

1 | Anyadaksinantika

When the four quarters are
composed by the even quarters of
the Vaitaliya

2 | Uttarantika

When the four quarters are
composed by the odd quarters of
the Vaitaliya

3 | Ardhapatalika

When the four quarters are
composed by the odd quarters of
the Apatalikapracyavrtti

4 | Seven
Aupacchandasikas®

When an extra guru is added to the
end of the seven metres: Apatalika,
Daksinantika, Udicyavrtti|
Pracyavrtti, Pravrttaka, Aparantika
and Caruhasini, there are seven
Aupacchandasikas such as
Apatalikaupacchandasika,
Daksinantikaupacchandasika,
Udicyavrttyaupacchandasika,
Pracyavrttyaupacchandasika,
Pravrttakaaupacchandasika,
Aparantikaupacchandasika,
Caruhasinyaupacchandasika

Names of other Vaitaliya-metres with their basic

features

In this manner there are thirty-five types of the

Vaitaliya metres.

5 o o SN N o N o o ~
HAMTAARINY Sqhl RILSWIE HAld Hid4Tgld |

TSRS FE TN =a=a /® qaliEic Il — SVVR. p. 52
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The general features of the genus of Vaktra is

expressed:
. b N N o
=h AT TATATHSIITS G SHTdH I R2

vaktrath  nadyannasau  syatamabdheryo'nustubhi
khyatam| 21| |

If [in one quarter] there are no nagaxa or the sagana
after the first syllable and (only) one yagara occurs
after (the first) four syllables, that metre is designated
as ‘Vaktra’ which was explained [in the Chandassastra
by Pingala] in the category of Anustubh-chandas. The
configuration of guru-laghus of the example is as

follows:
First quarter Second quarter
1- | 26 | 3-1 | 4-2 1-2 | 26 | 3-1 | 4-
2 2
UlU | IU| U [=v|U]JU |[IU|U]-=
u il u u u V8
g|m |y | g |[=v]|g | m |y |g]|=
V8

Vaktra metre
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The features of the Pathyavaktra metre are shown as

follows:

N Ne o c: q&.‘qm%’ ar\c 0 QQ |

Yujorjena saridbhartuh pathyavaktram
prakirtitam| |22 |

That metre in which both even padas have a jagana

after four syllables, is called ‘Pathyavaktra’.

The following is the guru-laghu collocation of the

example:
First quarter Second quarter

1- | 26 | 3-1 | 4-2 1-2 | 2-6 | 3-1 | 4-2

2

I JUUIfIUU| U | =|U/|UUU|IUl | U =
V8 V8

Lt y [9|=]9 | m b9 =
V8 V8

Pathyavaktra metre

This is how the characteristics of Viparitapathyavaktra

metre are presented:
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YA ATREARE e 1 R3 1

ayujorjena varidhestadeva viparitadi| 23] |

When the same metre (Pathyavaktra) has a jagana
after four syllables in both odd padas, it is called by
that ~name  preceded by  ‘Viparita’ (or
‘Viparitapathyavaktra’). The following is the guru-

laghu structure of the example:

First quarter Second quarter

1-2 | 26 | 31 | 4-2 1-2 | 2-6 | 3-1 | 4-2
| U U1 U = | Ull U U =
u V8 U v
I y ] g | =1 I by | 9 |=
V8 v

Viparitapathyavaktra metre

The metre Capalavaktra is thus presented:

N © ol N N
AIATLHRHI SR IR 11 RQ I
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capalavaktramayujornakarascet payoraseh||24] |
If there is a nagana after four syllables in both odd

padas, then it is ‘Capalavaktra’.

The following is the guru-laghu arrangement of the

example:
First quarter Second quarter
1-2 | 26 | 3-1 | 4-2 1-2 | 26 | 31| 42
| 1UU | I ) = | uu 1U U =
V8 u u V8
I y | n| g | = I m y | 9 | =
V8 Ve

Capalavaktra metre

The metre Yugmavipula is introduced:

TET & TEAT T AT FPHEGST 7T 1 X )

yasyarh lah  saptamo yugme sa  yugmavipula
mata| |25] |
If in any category of Anustubh the seventh is a short

syllable in the even padas (then) she is known as
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“Yugmavipula’. The guru-laghu collocation of the

example is as follows:

First quarter Second quarter

1-2| 26 | 3-1 |42 1-2 | 2-6 | 3-4 | 4-2
U |UUU|IUU| U | = U |ulljIul| U =
V8 V8
g | m y (9| =9 | b|j]g]=
V8 V8

Yugmavipula metre

This is the opinion of the prosodic teacher named
Saitava about the features of the (Yugma-)Vipula

metre:

A o N o
HAGEANMEAEY 1l R& I

saitavasyakhilesvapi | [26] |

In the opinion of the teacher (prosodist) named
Saitava, if the seventh syllable is short in all padas, she
is also considered to be ‘(Yugma-)Vipula’. The
following is the guru-laghu arrangement of the

example:
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First quarter

1-2 | 2-6 | 3-4 | 4-2

U [IUU|IUlL| U |=\8

g |y [ |g|=V

(Yugma-)Vipula metre

Here is about another metre named Bhavipula:
hot [a RN o
HATSIAT HITgGAT 1L R I

bhenabdhito bhadvipula||27] |

Because of the reason that there is a bhagara after the
four syllables, that (metre) is (also called) ‘Vipula’,
preceded by ‘bha’ (or ‘Bhavipula’). The following is

the guru-laghu collocation of the example:

First quarter

1-2 | 2-6 | 3-1 | 4-2

U | UIU | U |=v8

g r b | g |=V8

Bhavipula metre
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This is about the Ravipula:

FOIHAT TG I ¢ |

itthamanya rascaturthat| |28 |

In this manner (like Bhavipuld) if there is one ragana
after four syllables, that (metre) is (also called) another
type (of ‘Vipula’ preceded by ‘Ra’ or ‘Ravipula’). The

guru-laghu configuration of the example is as follows:

First quarter

1-2 | 26 | 3-1 | 4-2

U | IUU U | U | =V

g |y [ r | g |=\

Ravipula metre

This is about the Navipula:

ASTIHLARGST 1| R

no'mbudhescennavipula||29] |

If there is a nagara after four syllables, that (metre) is
(called) ‘Navipula’). The following is its guru-laghu
collocation:
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First quarter

1-2 | 2-6 | 3-1 | 4-2

U [IUU | | U |[=\8

g |y [ n|g[=V

Navipula metre

This is about the Tavipula:

AN STERACYTI=AT Il 30 ||

to'bdhestatptrvanya bhavet| |30] |

If there is one tagapa after four syllables, that (metre)
is (called) another types of ‘Vipula’ preceded by ‘Ta’

(or ‘Tavipula’). The structure of the guru-laghus of the

example is as follows:

First quarter

1-2| 26 | 3-1 |4-2

U | Uuu Ul| U | =8

g m t g | =V

Tavipula metre
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This is about the metre Acaladrti:

SRS HESHANE || 3 |

dvikagunitavasulaghuracaladhrtiriha| | 31] |

Here (in this category) the metre that has eight short
syllables multiplied by two (i.e., sixteen short syllables
in all four quarters) is (called) ‘Acaladrti’. The guru-

laghu configuration of its example is as follows:

First quarter

HHTHH | = mtte

|16 - mt16

Acaladrti metre
This is about the metre Matrasamaka:
qEAEHS -'-|<'=|f|\T ATlecd: I R

matrasamakarh navamo lgantyah| |32] |
The metre in which the ninth mora is a short syllable,

and which ends with a heavy syllable (or has a heavy
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syllable at the end) is ‘Matrasamaka’. The guru-laghu

arrangement of its example is as follows:

First quarter

uu

1]V]

11U

Uy

= mt'®

14

2-3

3-1

4-2

Matrasamaka metre

This is about the metre Visloka:

= DNOe N
STeA YRR 1l IR 1

jonlavathambudhervislokah | [33] |

If after four morae there is either a jagana or (else)

both a nagara and a short syllable, (then) that metre is

(termed as) “Visloka’. The following is its guru-laghu

structure of the example:

First quarter

uu

uu

uu

= mt!6

1-4

2-2

3-2

4-2

Visloka metre
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This is about the metre Vanavasika:

dg‘l(‘bls\lddlm*l (221G QLRECAL

tadyugaladvanavasika syat||34] |

If after a couple of four (or eight) morae (there is a
jagara or both a nagara and a laghu, then) that metre
is (named as) ‘Vanavasika’. Its guru-laghu

arrangement is as follows:

First quarter

Ull | UU | Ul | UU | =mti®

1-4 | 2-3 | 3-2 | 4-2

Vanavasika metre

This i1s about the metre Citra:

oA g ST I 3%

tadyugaladvanavasika syat||34] |

If there is a short syllable in (the places such as) the
fifth, eighth and ninth mora, then that metre is called

‘Citra’. Its guru-laghu stucture is as follows:
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First quarter

Uu | 1| U | UU | = mt®6

14 [ 223242

Citra metre

This is about the metre Upacitra:

NI T g 11 36 1

abdhiyugadbhascedupacitra| |36] |

If after a couple of four morae there is a bhagana,
(then) that metre is (designated as) ‘Upacitra’. The

arrangement of its guru-laghus is as follows:

First quarter

ull | UU Il | UU | =mt!6

1-4 | 2-3 | 3-1 | 4-2

Upacitra metre

This i1s about the metre Padakulaka:

ﬁ [aNa & ¢ o %: o |
A TITIAIRATTER TrId ST TEFSHFA N 39 1|
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yadatitakrtavividhalaksmayutairmatrasamadipadaih

kalitam |

aniyatavrttaparimanasahitath ~ prathitah  jagatsu
padakulakam | |37] |

Any metre formed with the padas of the metres such
as Matrasamaka and so forth, which possesses the
various features mentioned earlier, and having metres
of uncertain form and length is, among the people,
well known as ‘Padakulaka’. The collocation of its

guru-laghus is as follows:

Quarter Collocation Morae Metre
First U | 1| U | U | = mt!® | Matrasamaka
quarter 1-4 | 2-3 |31 |42 Visloka Citra
Second | UU | IUl | UU | U | =mt!® | Visloka
quarter 1-4 | 2-2 | 3-2 | 4-2 Upacitra
Third [ | Ul | Ul | U | =mt*® | Matrasamaka
quarter 1-4 | 2-3 |32 |42 Vanavasika
Fourth U | Ul | UU | IU | =mt!® | Vi$loka
quarter 1-4 | 2-3 |32 |42 Upacitra

Padakulaka metre
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A specific rule is now given about the device of
computing the numbers of gurus, laghus, morae and

syllables of metres:

~ e NN N A

IO ST [SAEUNTT JUTl ERFEAYT | TRAT i T
SFETOTRTTC T Il 3¢ 1l

vrttasya la vinavarnairga varna gurubhistatha|

guravo lairdale nityarh pramanamiti
niscitam | | 38] |

Morae of a metre minus the syllables (letters) become
heavy syllables (in other words, the total number of
heavy syllables can obtain when the sum of letters
subtracted from the sum of morae.) In the same way,
morae minus the heavy syllables are the (total number
of) syllables (or letters of the metre). When (the sum
of) morae minus of the short syllables is divided by
two make the (total number of) the heavy syllables (in
a metre). In this manner, the (total) number (or
quantity) of heavy syllables and other details can be

decided upon.
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In metres, the number of morae minus the number of
syllables is equal to the number of gurus in the verse.
Similarly, the number of morae minus the number of
gurus is equal to the number of syllables. Again, the
number of more minus the number of laghus divided
by two is equal to the number of gurus. The following

is the total number of morae that each moraic metre

possesses.
Metre Sum of morae
Arya, Pathya, Vipula, Capala 57
Giti 60
Upagiti 54
Aryagiti 64
Vaitaliya 60
Vaktra 60
Matrasamaka 64

Total number of morae of all moraic metres
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This method can be applied not only in verse compositions

but in prose compositions too (?Fr TIEEATER IO T

a geael: 1).6 But in the prose which does not have the fixed

number of morae their number should be given when asking

about the number of guru or vargpa or laghu.

This is about the metre Sikha:

(e aN o o o o l

]’

sikhigunitadasalaghuracitamapagatalaghuyugalamaparamid
amakhilam |

saguru
sakalayugalakamapisuparighatitalalitapadavitatibhavatisikh
al [39]]

If (the first hemistich) consists of ten multiplied by three
short syllables minus two short syllables and the other (that

is, the second hemistich) contains the same (number of

5 VVRKB. pp. 117-119; vide. VRP. p. 25; VRSN. pp. 34, 35; VRPT. pp.
72-75; VRRP. pp. 40, 41; VRBBV. pp. 68-70; VRCV. pp. 44, 45;
SVVR. pp. 61-63
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syllables, that is, thirty) and the two hemistiches (ardhas)
have an additional heavy syllable at the end, and also if
there is a collection of graceful words quite well (or
systematically) arranged, that (metre) is called ‘Sikha’. Its

guru-laghu arrangement is as follows:

First half of Sikha
T U = mt%; v2
28 g = mt30; v

Second half of Sikha
T U =mt32; 3L
30 g = mt32; 3L

Sikha metre

This is about the metre Khafija:

Bl R E I G e R N A I SR R RIS cH I TR i

HTGEFGIAN T B SRR IW@Ed qid i

Gl el

vinimayavihitasakalayugalalaghulalitapadavitatiracitag

unanicaya |
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srutisukhakrdiyamapi jagati fii jasira upagatavati
sati bhavati khaja||40] |

If the two hemistiches are interchanged and there is a
collection of poetic merits (such as Saukumarya or
tenderness) and a multitude of charming words,
pervaded by short syllables and pleasing to the ear,
that metre is known in the world as ‘Khaja’ with ‘i’
superimposed on ‘jJ’ (that is, Khafja). The following is

its guru-laghu collocation:

First half of Khaiija
TR TR e U = mt®; v3!
[30 g = mt3Z; 3l

Second half of Khaiija
RN RN U = mt3; v?°
|8 g = mt®; v

Khaiija metre

This is about the Anangakrida metre.

Y I ZTEAT TET: SRS |
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THHIHAY TG UTA 5 IS YR N ae [T
AT 1 %2 1l
astavardhe ga dvyabhyasta yasyah

sa'nangakridokta |

dalamaparamapi
vasugunitasalilanidhilaghukaviracitapadavitati
bhavati| |41] |

If the first hemistich has eight multiplied by two heavy
syllables (that is, sixteen heavy syllables), and the
other too, has four multiplied by eight short syllables
(totally thirty-two light syllables), she (that metre) is
(then) called ‘Anangakrida’. Its  guru-laghu

configuration is as follows:

First half of Anangakrida

vuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu gt = mt32; 16

Second half of Anangakrida

TEHEECEEEEE T e 132 = mt32; v¥2

Anangakrida metre

This is about the Atirucira metre:

60



Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka

PRI ERAT R IE R SAgVIHaagUaa = 1| ¥R

trigunanavalaghuravasitigururiti
dalayugakrtatanuratirucira| [42| |
If there are three times nine short syllables (totally
twenty-seven short syllables) ending with a heavy
syllable at the end, that metre, thus having its body
made of two halves (in such manner) is ‘Atirucira’.

The following is its guru-laghu arrangement:

First half of Atirucira
EEEEEEEE R R e U = mt%; v&8
127 g = mt®: 28

Second half of Atirucira

CHECEEEEEE R TR e e U = mt?; v

127 g = mt2%: 28

Atirucira metre
Findings

The Arya-group which goes by the general class name

of jati is also regarded as gapa-chandas due to its use
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of four moraic footed gazas. The minor changes in the
format of Arya metre create other nine varieties of
Arya like Pathya, Vipula, etc. So, this Arya and its
derivatives are treated as pure moraic metres.’ The
Vaitaliya class belongs to moraic half-even metrical
category. But it is good to consider them as misra-
vrttas since the second part of the quarters of every
metre has the fixed order of its short and long letters.®
The fundamental format of Vaitaliya metre primarily
remains in other varieties of the class. The seven
metres like Vaitaliya, Aupacchandasika, Apatalika,
Daksinantika, Udicyavrtti, Pracyavrtti and Pravrttaka
are completely regarded as moraic half-even metres
because of the clarity of their features. But, the two
metres, Aparantika and Caruhasini in the same class as
each of them takes four quarters of equal length,
display the characteristics of moraic even metres. The
main format of Vaktra metre is applied in other
varieties of the class with certain minor changes. This

class can be regarded as belonging to moraic uneven

77SC. p. 386; CSPYK. p. 164
8 TSC. p. 386; CSPYK. p. 164
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metrical category for there are various possible
occurances in the places of four lines of each metre.
This class has a great deal of freedom allowed in the
choice of short and long letters, with which their lines
of equal length are composed. The uneven nature of
this group is only seen in the structure of the lines of
metres, yet, not in their length.® However, the class of
Vaktra, as its metres are counted by syllable wise and
limitted to 8 syllables like Anustubh chandas and also
they take syllabic garas with certain exceptions, is
regarded as syllabic metres, though it has been inserted
to moraic metrical category. The reason for that class
to be included there is that, though its metres are
similar to Anustubh chandas by the number of
syllables, there is no any constancy of the arrangement
of guru-laghus in all the places of this class like in that
of Anustubh. Matrasama metre and its derivatives like
Acaladhrti, Visloka, Vanavasika, Citra, Upacitra and
Padakulaka are purely moraic even metres. The metre,

Padakulaka is the mixture of previous metres of the

9 TSC. p. 386; CSPYK. p. 164
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same class. A mathematical device for finding the
number of moraic and other metres is introduced at the
end of this class. The main feature of the class of
Dvipat metres is that each of them has only two
quarters or padas. That is why the group has been
named as Dvipat (two footed). But, some
commentators like Ramachandra Kavibharati have
added another half whle giving examplory verses,
finding them to be four footed. If so, those metres can
be put into the category of half-even metres. Though
they are treated as moraic metres, the features of these
metres are counted according to the number of gurus
and laghus. In order to show the employment of a
laghu or guru or gana as a specific feature in a
particular place of a line after any number of syllables,
symbolic words have been used in the chapter.
However, the most popular moraic metres have been
described in the second chapter and among 40 moraic
metres, Sikha and Khafija are considered as two new
metres invented by Kedara. The particular methods of

finding the total value of gurus, laghus and syllables
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specially occurred in moraic metres like Arya, Pathya,

etc. have been presented in the form of formulae.
Conclusion

This comprehensive study with regard to moraic
metres giving illustrations as mentioned in the text of
Vr facilitates the possibility for learners to distinguish
rules of theories of moraic metres in the simplest
manner to solve any queries pertaining to moraic
chandas and metres and to have all secrets regarding

them and throughout prosody, and etc.

This effort will be a supplementary and desideratum
for making the scope familiar to learners, raising their
interest of in the field, and enhancing the popularity of

the subject followed by its uplift.

Abbreviations

Books:
CHSPH. Chandahsastra of Pingala by Halayudha
CSPYK. Classical Sanskrit Prosody of K.

Yedukondalu
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SVVR. Sarala Vyakhya of Vrttaratnakara
VRBBV. Vrttaratnakara of Bhatta Kedara with
Bhattiva Sanskrit Commentary of Bhatta
Narayana and  Manimayi  Hindi
commentary of Sri Kedara Natha
Sarma. 2008. Ed. Sri Kedara Natha

Sarma. Varanasi:  Chaukhamba
Prakashan.
VRCV. Vrttaratnakara of Sri Kedara Bhatta

with 'Candrika’ Sanskrit and Hindi
Commentaries. 2015. Ed. Baladev
Upadhyay. Varanasi: Chaukhamba
Surabharati Prakashan.

VRKB. Vrttaratnakara of Sri Kedara Bhatta

with Four commentaries

VRP. Vrttaratnakara of Kedarabhatta with the
commentary ‘Paficika’VRPT.
VRRP. Vrttaratnakara of Kedara Bhatta with
Ratnaprabhavyakhya of Nysimhadeva

Sastri. 1926. New Delhi: Meharacandra

Lachamanadas.

66



Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka

VRSN. Vrttaratnakara of Kedara Bhatta with
Sanskrit Subodhinitika and Prakrit

Saralatika of Narasarama Sastri. 1929.

Mumbai: Malika Lakshmi
Venkateshvar Press.
TSC. Pataskar, Bhagyalata. Ed. 2012. The

Studies in Chandaksastra. N. Delhi: Adarsha
Sanskrit Shodha Samstha, Rashtriya

Sanskrit Samsthan.

Terms:

b bhagana
Ed. Editor

g guru

gn gana

] jagana

I laghu

m magana
mt matra

n nagana
nl nagazalaghu
p. Page
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pp. Pages

r ragana

t tagana

% varpa

Vr Vrttaratnakara
y yagana
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