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TRADITIONAL FOLK CONSCIOUSNESS REFLECTED IN SINHALA THERAVILI
HAAS lhalagama
Abstract

Theravili literature is a prominent genre of folklore that has been created and practiced by the Sinhalese
people for centuries. Like other forms of folklore, the creation of Theravili is based on the folk-life of
the traditional Sinhalese and the folk consciousness that is central to the emotions, feelings, experiences
and concepts that they have absorbed from the environment. Language, signs, and symbols unique to
each society serve as vital communication tools in generating, practicing, and transmitting folklore
genres, including Theravili. This research explores the various forms and creative features of Theravili,
such as riddles, word reversals, and wordplay, which serve as unique communication tools within the
Sinhala language. The study addresses whether it is possible to uncover different aspects of the
traditional Sinhalese folk consciousness through the analysis of Theravili literature. To gather
information for this research, secondary sources were utilized following a qualitative research method.
Quotations have been included without editing the writing style or linguistic errors of the original
authors.
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