
A Tribute to Dr Nihal Abeyesundere - World-renowned Expert in Malaria 

Doctor Anton Nihal Aelian Abeyesundere's journey as a public health professional was an extremely dynamic one 
with great achievements and contributions in many fields, both in Sri Lanka and the international arena. He was a 
much-loved administrator, mentor and a teacher who was a renowned Malariologist as well as an admirable public 
health professional. 

1959  Graduated from the University of Ceylon 

1964-1967 Began his professional life as a public health professional - Medical Officer of Health in Horana

1969 Obtained Diploma in Public Health from Sydney University in Australia and Diploma in 
Malariology from the World Health Organization (WHO) -Malaria Eradication Training Centre 
(METC), Manila

1970 Appointed as Regional Malaria Officer in Kurunegala

1971 Obtained Diploma in Advanced Epidemiology from WHO-METC, Manila 

1974-1981 Superintendent of the Anti-Malaria Campaign 

1979-1981 Served as a member of the WHO Expert Advisory Committee on Malaria 

1979-1981 Served as a WHO Temporary Medical Adviser for the Indian Plasmodium falciparum 
Containment Programme 

1980-1989 Served as WHO Malariologist for Bangladesh, Indonesia & Nepal 

1981 Obtained MD in Community Medicine – University of Colombo 

1984-1986 Served as a member of the WHO Expert Advisory Committee on Malaria

1988 Completed Certificate Course in Equity and Primary Health Care Institute of Development Studies 
from Sussex University, United Kingdom 
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1989-1995  Served as the WHO Country Representative & Chief of Mission in Bangladesh 

1994  Retired from the WHO at the age of 62 years

1999-2003 Served as WHO National Consultant on Roll Back Malaria Initiative in Sri Lanka 

2001  Served as President of the College of Community Physicians of Sri Lanka 

2012  Conferred as a Fellow of the College of Community Physicians (FCCP) of Sri Lanka 

Dr Abeyesundere, during his tenure as Superintendent at the Anti Malaria Campaign, Sri Lanka, gave leadership to 
ensure malaria elimination through a more intensified malaria control programme in a background of widespread 
resistance to DDT. He was instrumental in introducing Malathion as an insecticide through soliciting donor 
assistance from USAID, UK and the Netherlands. Sri Lanka was the first South Asian country to adopt and 
implement this control strategy. When he left Sri Lanka in 1981, the overall incidence of Malaria, especially 
Malignant Malaria, was substantially reduced.

In recognition of Dr Abeyesundere's work, the WHO obtained Government approval for his release to serve as a 
long-term WHO Malariologist in Bangladesh and Nepal. He initiated mechanisms in both countries for field 
research in improving case detection, treatment and vector control methods. Some of the notable achievements 
rendered by him during his tenure was the revision of Primary Health Care Programme and improvement in Human 
Resources of the Health Sector for all categories of staff. He has also rendered his expertise to malaria control 
programmes in Indonesia, Afghanistan and the Philippines. 

He provided support to many government institutions and non-government organizations (NGO), including the 
Ministry of Health and the Post Graduate Institute of Medicine in Sri Lanka and the Institutes of Public Health and 
the NIPSOM in the international context. He has contributed as a resource person for several NGOs, the health 
sector and other inter-related government and private sector personnel on current topics and issues. He has many 
publications on malaria, primary health care, equity in healthcare, HIV/AIDS, health modules and health 
administration. His vibrant capabilities are demonstrated aptly by the services he had rendered as a consultant to 
many committees of the Ministry of Health, Sri Lanka, WHO, World Bank, UNDP and USAID. 

Dr Abeyesundere was a talented dramatist and an accomplished ballroom dancer. He was a skilled violinist who 
won prizes at examinations conducted by the Royal College of Music and Trinity College of Music, London.  He 
obtained his Associate of the Trinity College of Music degree at the age of 19 years. He was a member of the Junior 

thand Senior Orchestras of Ceylon. His name has been included in the Marquis Who's Who of the World; 11  edition 
nd(1993-1994) and in Marquis Who's Who in Science and Engineering; 2  edition (1994-1995). 

He will always be fondly remembered as a dedicated and a world-renowned Malariologist who has contributed to 
uplifting of health and well-being of citizens in malaria-endemic countries in the region.
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