
An Appreciation

Prof. C Sivaganasundram

It was in 1964, at the request of my Professor in
the Faculty of Medicine in Colombo, I accepted
the post of lecturer — in charge of the Department
of Public Health and Preventive Medicine of the
Second Medical School at the University of Cey-
lon, established in Peradeniya. In 1965, Dr. C.

Sivagnanasundram joined me as a lecturer. He
obtained the DPH and PhD at the University of

London and returned to Sri Lanka, to continue to
work in the same Department where he continued

until 1978, when he moved to the newly estab-
lished Faculty of Medicine in the University of

Jaffna as the Professor of Community Medicine.

He delivered lectures to undergraduates and post-
graduates skillfully and in an innovative style,

which was appreciated by the students, He par-
ticipated enthusiastically in the service functions

and research conducted in the newly established

field practice area in the Department - the Hinda-
gala Community Health Project. In 1972, he
played a leading role in the organization and con-
duct of the first postgraduate course in Commu-
nity Medicine in Sri Lanka, leading to the Master
of Medical Science degree awarded by the Uni-
versity of Peradeniya. The holders of this degree
have held high positions in the health administra-

tion of this country.

After joining the Faculty of Medicine in the Uni-
versity of Jaffna, his administrative and organiz-

ing skills became evident and he was elected the
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, in which posi-
tion he performed his functions in an exemplary

manner. In recognition of his varied contributions
as a teacher, service provider and as a researcher,
he was awarded the degree of Doctor of Science

(Honoris Causa) by the University of Jaffna.

The World Health Organization — South East
Asian Region Office (WHO-SEARO), recogniz-

ing his skills in teaching and research sought his

services as a Consultant in Health Systems Re-

search on many occasions and he undertook sev-
eral assignments for WHO-SEARO in India,
Bangladesh, Malaysia, North Korea, Zimbabwe

and Mongolia.
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He has authored a useful and valuable book enti-

tled ‘Learning research’ the first edition of which
was published in 1999 and a revised edition in

2003.

It is often said that ‘a friend in need is a friend
indeed *. Siva was such a fnend. If for some rea-
son, a colleague or I was not able to attend to a

pre-arranged teaching activity, he would willingly
undertake to do so at short notice. Although he

had a rough exterior, he was a simple, kind and a
caring man, ready to help anyone in need of his

help. Above all, he was a great gentleman. It was
my privilege and pleasure to have been associated
with him.

He left us on June 4, 2005, having contributed

immensely in many spheres during his life. May
he achieve the final goal in death — Moksha.

Malcolm A. Fernando.

Emeritus Professor of Community Medicine
University of Peradeniya.
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The journal of the College of Community Physi-
cians of Sri Lanka is the official publication of
the College of Community Physicians of Sri

Lanka, established in 1995, The journal will pub-
lish articles relevant to the discipline of Commu-
nity Medicine. Two independent referees will
review all articles. Materials submitted for publi-
cation in the journal should not be submitted for

publication elsewhere without the editor’s permis-
sion.

1. Content

The journal will publish the following categories
of articles:

Presidential address of the College

Original papers

Review/Update articles

Reports, communications and letters

Brief reports

e
e

2. Guidelines for submission of a manuscript
for publication
Three copies of the manuscript should be submit-
ted. They should be typed with double spacing on

A4 (11" x 8.5") size paper with the 1.5" left hand

and 1" right hand margin. All pages must be num-
bered in sequence.

The manuscript should be accompanied by a
coverletter that the paper has not been published

elsewhere nor submitted to anther journal for con-
sideration of publication. The name, full mailing
address and telephone numberof the correspond-
ing author should be given. All authors should

sign the covering letter stating that they agree to
transfer copyright to the College of Community
Physicians of Sir Lanka, if the article is accepted
for publication.

Neither the editor not publisher accepts responsi-
bility for the views of authors expressed in their
articles. The Editor reserves the right to make
amendments to the papers submitted although,
whenever possible, they will seek the author's
consent to any changes made.
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3. Organization of the manuscript
The sections should be arranged in the following
sequence with each section starting on a new
page.

3.1 Title page
Title page should show main title, sub-titles if
any, authors listed in the form and order in which

they are to appear in the published article, institu-
tional affiliation/s of author/s and the number of

words in the manuscript exclusive of abstract,

references, acknowledgements andtables.

3.2 Abstract
Abstract should be limited to 200 words organized

into objectives, methodology, results and conclu-
sions. Immediately below the abstract 3-6 key

words that identify the main topics in the paper

should be given.

3.3 Text
Text should be arranged under introduction, meth-

odology, result, discussion, conclusions and ac-
knowledgements. Acknowledgements should be

limited only to persons who have contributed to
the scientific content, provided financial or techni-
cal support.

3.4 References
Referencing should be by numbers (Vancouver
system) in the order in which they are cited in the

text. Use Arabic numerals within parentheses. Do
not superscript. For further details of the Vancou-
ver system refer: International Committee of

Medical Journal Editors. Uniform requirements
for manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals.
British Medical Journal 1 988; 296; 401-5.

List all authors when six or fewer, When seven or

more list only the first six and add er al. Give
complete name of the journal, year of publication,
volume,first and the last page numbers.
Belsey MA. The epidemiology of favism. Bulletin
of the World Health Organization 1973; 48: 10-

13.
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