


2 IN MEMORIAM 

the inner part of the Gulmarfjord, north of 
Gothenburg. 

It is hard to rate the extensive work done by 
Pierre Welander. However, from my perspective, 
I do attach a special importance to Pierre's work 
concerning the thermohaline circulation. His pion­
eering paper ~n advective model of the ocean 
thermocline' in Tell us ( 19 59) is not only Pierre's 
first paper on the subject but also presumably one 
of the first attempts to attack the thermocline 
problem with the tools of applied mathematics. 
Pierre kept his interest in the deep thermohaline 
circulation alive throughout his career, as demon­
strated by a publication in Tellus (1988) (together 
with Marotzke and Wille brand) concerning the 
possible nonuniqueness of specific thermohaline 
states (c.f., Geophysical Fluid Dynamics, 1973). 

It should also be noted that at an early stage, 
Pierre recognized the importance of potential vor­
ticity mixing, a phenomenon considered of funda­
mental importance for the atmosphere. 

Pierre Welander was, despite his prominence 
and indulgence in the theoretical analysis of com­
plex problems, a playful and easygoing person 
with his young mind well preserved. When Pierre 
was expected back after one of his many trips 
overseas, anything could happen. Always full of 
provocative ideas, he was a master of cheering up 
the department and creating a relaxing and pleas­
ant atmosphere. We have indeed lost a great 
scientist and a warm and stimulating human being. 
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