
On the meteorological interpretation of the chemical
composition of monthly precipitation samplesl

By ROBERT EDWARD MUNN2 and HENNING RODHE, Institute of meteorology,

University of Stockholm, Sweden

(Manuscript received September 10, 1970)

ABS'l'RACT

A methodology is presented for studying the influence of synoptic weather patterns
on the chemical composition of monthly precipitation samples. The data selected for
illustration are the sulfur and chloride monthly depositions at two stations in southern
Sweden, Plonninge (coastal) and Flahult (inland), the observations extending from
1951 to 1969.

The monthly values have been grouped in various ways into subsets of about 24
members, and the median has been used as an index of central tendency in each sub­
set. An initial grouping according to monthly precipitation amounts yielded curvi­
linear relations between deposition and precipitation. Another grouping by 2-year
time periods revealed a marked increase in sulfur deposition at both stations in the
early 1960's: chlorides, on the other hand, were highest in the middle 19fiO's, and the
secular variations at Plonninge were not in phase with those at Flahult. The variations
in deposition could not be explained by variations in precipitation amounts.

In order to study the influence of meteorological factors, a weather classification was
developed based on the direction of the surface geostrophic wind over southern Swe­
den during periods of precipitation. For sufficiently wide sectors and for medians of
large samples of data, this proved to be a useful predictor of deposition, being an
index of upwind trajectory. All precipitation events during the 18 years of record were
thus classified, and linear relations were established between median depositions and
median monthly frequencies of precipitation-bearing SE-SW-NW flows (sulfur) and
SSW-NW flows (chloride).

For chloride, most of the secular variations at Plonninge could be explained with
this index. The method was not so successful at Flahult, probably because the upwind
arc was too wide at that station: the principal source for chlorides is the sea, and SSW
winds have not generally had a recent over-water trajectory before reaching Flahult.

For sulfur, the secular variations in the frequencies of precipitation-bearing SE-SW­
NW flows were very closely in phase with median sulfur depositions 1951-1969. There
was evidence, however, for a residual upward trend in sulfur depositions. A linear re­
gression analysis that included both weather frequencies and time as dependent vari­
ables yielded a best estimate for this trend of 2 to 3 % per year, a figure not in dis·
agreement with estimates of the rise in emissions of anthropogenic sulfur.

1. Introduction

The principal chemical constituents in monthly
precipitation samples have been measured at a
number of locations in northern Europe for
about 20 years. Some early results were given
by Eriksson (1952) and Rossby & Egner (1955)
while more recent discussions have been pre·
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sented by de Bary & Junge (1963), Stevenson
(1968), Eriksson (1970) and Petrenchuk & Selez­
neva (1970).

There is considerable public concern about
the fact that concentrations of various constitu­
ents seem to be rising (Oden, 1968; Eriksson,
1970), although there is uncertainty as to
whether this is due to an increase in emissions,
changes in the atmospheric general circulation,
or both. There have been few studies of the
relative importance of the two factors, despite
the ecological importance of the question. In
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Fig. 1. Map showing the locations of the Plonninge
and Flahu1t precipitation chemistry sampling sta­
tions.

his paper, Nyberg (1970) emphasizes that the
second factor must not be overlooked when
seeking explanations for secular changes in
pollution concentrations.

A paper that should be mentioned particu­
larly is the investigation by Schmidt & Velds
(1968) of the winter mean sulfur dioxide con­
centrations in the air over Rotterdam during
the years 1962-68. These authors found not
only a decrease in S02 content over the years
but also a decrease in the frequencies of par­
ticular weather patterns conducive to poor air
quality. The evidence suggests that meteoro­
logical factors contributed significantly to the
observed reduction in S02 levels.

The purpose of the present contribution is
to present a methodology for examining the
influence of prevailing synoptic weather pat­
terns on the chemical composition of monthly
precipitation. The analysis is restricted to two
sampling stations in Sweden, and to two con­
stituents, sulfur and chloride, for the period
1951-1969. A new methodology was required
because precipitation events have a time scale
of a day or so at most, whereas the available
deposition data are monthly totals.

Meteorological indices averaged over one­
month intervals are likely to obscure non­
linear effects, even if depositions are in fact
strongly weather-dependent on the shorter time
scales.

In Section 3 we obtain curvilinear relations
between median monthly depositions and me­
dian monthly precipitation amounts. In Sec­
tion 4 we determine the secular variations in

deposition over the period 1951 to 1969, and
we show that secular variations in precipita­
tion amounts cannot be used to explain these
patterns.

A weather classification system is developed
in Sections 5 and 6, based on the direction of the
surface geostrophic wind during periods of
precipitation. This system seems capable of
explaining the main secular variations in
chloride depositions (Section 7). For sulfur,
however, there is a residual upward trend in
values (Table 3, Section 6), the magnitude of
which is estimated in Section 8 from a linear
regression analysis.

2. Sources of data

The chemical sampling methods have been
described recently by Eriksson (1970) and will
not be repeated here. We have used the values
of monthly precipitation in millimeters and
deposition of sulfur and chloride in milligrams
per square meter at two Swedish stations, Fla­
hult and P16nninge. The locations are shown
in Fig. 1. Flahult is in the inner part of south­
ern Sweden while P16nninge is about 5 km
from the southwest coast.

The period of record is from July 1951 to
October 1969 inclusive, with the following
months missing:

Flahult: Mar. 1960 (01), Jan. 1963, Mar. 1964,
June 1965, Oct. 1965 (S), June 1967-June
1968 inclusive, Nov. 1968 (01).

PlOnninge: Mar. 1960, Feb. 1961 (01), Feb.­
Mar. 1962, Oct. 1962, Feb. 1963, Mar. 1964,
Jan. 1966 (S), Apr. 1966 (S), Oct 1967 (01),
Feb. 1968.

In many of these cases, there was either no
precipitation or too small an amount to under­
take a chemical analysis.

The Flahult and Plonninge precipitation
values are monthly totals only, and no informa­
tion is given on the daily distribution. For the
meteorological analysis of Section 5, therefore,
the precipitation data for Jonkoping and Ralm­
stad have been used. Jonkoping is about 8
km north of Flahult while Ralmstad is 12 km
southeast of Plonninge.

A final source of data was the 0600 GMT
daily surface weather maps published by the
Swedish Weather Bureau.

Tellus XXIII (1971), 1
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Fig. 3. Median values of monthly chloride deposi­
tion as a function of monthly precipitation.

ference of less than 5 mg/m2 in the median. For
samples of only 12, on the other hand, the two
central values sometimes differed by more
than 20 mg/m2, confounding the subsequent
analysis. The precipitation data were there­
fore stratified into non-overlapping subsets
of about 24 cases, each subset consisting of
months with precipitation amounts within
designated class intervals. Medians were then
calculated of both the precipitation and the
deposition in each subset. The results are shown
in Figs. 2-3.

Median depositions increase with increasing
precipitation but not linearly. No attempt has
been made to obtain a mathematically best­
fitting curve because the precise form is not
essential for the subsequent analysis. How­
ever, curved lines have been sketched by hand.
Note should also be made of the fact that al­
though the medians reveal a strong relation
with precipitation amount, there was a con­
siderable scatter within each subset, and in­
dividual values were as high as 729 and 1 345
mg/m2 for sulfur and chloride, respectively.

Dry deposition is presumably given by the
y-intercept of the curves in Figs. 2-3. The lines
cannot be extrapolated accurately but it seems
that median dry depositions must be only a
small fraction of the corresponding median wet
depositions.

The oceans have long been recognized as
major source regions for atmospheric chlo­
rides. This undoubtedly accounts for the fact
that median values of chloride are much higher
at PlOnninge, a coastal station, than at Flahult.
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Fig. 2. Median values of monthly sulfur deposition
as a function of monthly precipitation. The numbers
indicate the number of months within each subset.
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3, The effect of precipitation
amount on deposition

Even if the sources of sulfur and chloride
were uniformly distributed around a sampling
station, the deposition would be expected to
vary from month to month because of differing
precipitation amounts. Conversion to con·
centration per litre of water is supposed to
normalize for this effect. In a single rainfall,
however, the concentration of contaminant
normally decreases with time, a fact that can
be explained by the washout processes (e.g.,
Makhon'ko, 1967). Furthermore, a monthly
precipitation total arises from a number of
separate precipitation events: for the same
monthly total rainfall and air quality, the dis­
tribution of precipitation events must have a
considerable effect on deposition. Finally, be­
cause the rain gauges are exposed during dry
as well as during wet weather, the measured
monthly concentrations in precipitated water
must include an amount due to dry deposition.
For all these reasons, the existence of a linear
relation between monthly deposition and month­
ly precipitation is not obvious. We have there­
fore attempted to establish empirical relation­
ships for the Flahult and Plonninge sampling
stations.

Deposition values are close to being log­
normally distributed (Eriksson, 1970). The
median was therefore selected as an appropriate
and convenient index of central tendency. Al­
ternatively, the geometric mean might have
been used but for sufficiently large samples, the
two indices are highly correlated. Preliminary
tests showed that about 24 deposition values
were required in order to produce a stable
median, i.e., stable in the sense that an addi­
tional two or three values would make a dif-

Tellus XXIII (1971), I
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chloride, due mainly to the fact that some of
the subsets did not contain 24 members. Be­
cause of the 13-month break (1967-68) in the
Flahult observations, median values are not
given for that station after 1967.

For sulfur (Fig. 4) there was a peak in the
middle fifties and a larger one in the middle
sixties, the fluctuations being in phase at the
two locations. This behaviour is in agreement
with that found by Eriksson (1970) for the
entire Swedish network of stations, using the
geometric mean rather than the median.

For chloride (Fig. 5), there was a peak in the
middle fifties, although slightly out of phase
at the two stations. In contrast with the major
sulfur peak in the middle sixties, however, there
was no rise at all in median chloride deposition
at Flahult, and only a secondary peak at PlOn­
ninge. This lack of agreement in chloride varia­
tions at the two stations will present interpre­
tative difficulties (see Section 7).

To see whether the patterns in Figs. 4-5
could be explained by precipitation variability
alone, the following procedure was adopted.
For each two-year period, the median monthly
precipitation was determined, and the cor·
responding depositions were obtained from the
curves in Figs. 2 and 3. The resulting values
are plotted and joined by dashed lines in Figs.
4-5. The difference between the solid and the
dashed lines in these figures is that part of the
secular fluctuations caused by factors other
than variations in the monthly total precipita­
tion. The differences are substantial.

The analysis in this section confirms what is
already known about secular fluctutations
(Eriksson, 1970; Oden, 1968) and shows that
precipitation variability cannot be invoked as
an explanation.

5. A search for a relation between
monthly deposition values and
meteorological factors

Precipitation in the PlOnninge-Flahult area
occurs with many different synoptic patterns
and air-flow trajectories. Some storms may be
rich in sulfur or chloride while others may
contribute little to the monthly loading. We
therefore restricted our attention in the first
instance to those months in which the deposi­
tion was "relatively" low, Le., well below the
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4. Secular variations in median
deposition: 1951-1969

Fig. 4. Observed and predicted median values of
monthly sulfur deposition as a function of time. The
prediction is based on the curvilinear relations of
Fig. 2.

Median depositions for the two constituents
have been determined for consecutive two-year
periods beginning July 1951 (the solid lines in
Figs. 4-5). As indicated in Section 3, subsets
of about 24 values are required to obtain a stable
median. Thus, a two-year period is the shortest
unit of time that can be examined. Even then,
some of the medians did not quite satisfy the
stability criterium especially in the case of

1952 54 56 58 60 62 64 66 68
time (yoo~

Fig. 5. Observed and predicted median values of
monthly chloride deposition as a function of time.
The prediction is based on the curvilinear relations
of Fig. 3.
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Table 1. Percentage freq~ncie8 of surface synoptic patterruJ causing precipitation in the Flahult­
PlOnninge area of Sweden with a880ciated relatively low sulfur and chloride monthly dep08ition

amount8 (1951-1969)

The frequencies for the year 1963 are given for comparison

Months with Months with
relatively relatively All months
low S low Cl (1963)

Weather type (%) (%) (%)

N to NE winds 25 26 10
E winds 19 21 5
SE to S winds 20 32 38
Warm SSW to W winds 13 4 22

(ahead of cold front)
Cold SSW to WSW winds 10 11 9

(behind cold front)
W to NW winds 7 1 12
Light variable winds 5 6 3

(mainly with cold
low over Sweden)

values given by the curves in Figs. 2 and 3
(thus removing the effect of varying monthly
precipitation). This methodology permitted
examination of synoptic precipitation patterns
that did not produce relatively high sulfur or
chloride. To begin with high deposition months,
on the other hand, would have led to inter­
pretative difficulties because not all the pre­
cipitation was then necessarily rich in sulfur
or chloride.

To make it more likely that the effects we
were studying were of a synoptic-scale and not
local character, we required that the deposi­
tion (of either sulfur or chloride) be well below
normal (as given by Figs. 2 and 3) at both the
Plonninge and Flahult stations. We also re­
moved all months in which the total precipi­
tation was less than 20 mm at both locations.
The resulting subsets consisted of 18 and 24
months of low sulfur and low chloride, respec­
tively. The associated precipitation amounts,
averaged over the two stations, ranged from 24
mID (January 1964) to 120 mm (September
1957).

The next step was to develop a system for
classifying the precipitation periods within the
selected months, using the synoptic weather
charts. Since the advent of meteorology as a
science, the search for universal weather classi­
fications has been a popular pastime, and we
make no apology for adding to the list of pro­
posals. After some trial and error, we developed

Tellus XXIII (1971), 1

the classification outlined in the left-hand
column of Table 1. This seemed appropriate
for Southern Sweden and for the present pur­
poses, although we are not suggesting that it
be adopted elsewhere where the rain-produc­
ing synoptic patterns or the source distribu­
tions for sulfur and chloride may be different.

We recognize that precipitation scavenging
often encompasses a rather substantial frac­
tion of the troposphere but there are two rea­
sons why surface flows are useful predictors
of deposition.

1. On many occasions the upper-air and sur­
face trajectories are within the same class sec­
tors.

2. Part of the deposition is due to washout
within the surface boundary layer. A correla­
tion must exist, therefore, between surface di­
rections of flow and the deposition values.

The specific details of the procedure that led
to the results given in Table 1 are as follows:

(a) The two subsets (18 and 24 months) were
merged in advance so that the classifier (REM)
had no clue as to whether a particular month
was one with low sulfur or low chloride, thus
removing one source of bias.

(b) The 12-hour precipitation totals for 0600­
1800 GMT and 1800-0600 GMT (listed on the
reverse side of the daily weather maps) were
scanned. Whenever there was at least 1 mm
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Table 2. Percentage frequencies of surface synoptic patterns causing precipitation in the Flahult­
PlOnninge area of Sweden with associated relatively low sulfur and chloride monthly deposition amounts

The frequencies for the years 1951-1969 are also given

Weather type

N, NE, E and light variable winds
SE to S winds
Warm SSW to W winds
Cold SSW to NW winds

Months with
relatively
low S
(%)

49
20
13
17

Months with
relatively
low Cl
(%)

53
32

4
12

All months
(1951-1969)
(%)

29
25
21
26

of precipitation at either Jonkoping or RaIm­
stad, the amount was recorded. The error intro­
duced by using precipitation values at Jonkoping
and Ralmstad instead of Flahult and Plonninge
is believed to be small.

(e) For each precipitation period, the surface
pressure pattern was classified according to
the scheme listed in Table 1. In about 70 %
of the cases, the classification could be made
with high confidence, e.g., when there was a
stationary depression over the Baltic causing
showers in southern Sweden. In another 10 to
20 % of the cases, there was uncertainty about
which of two adjacent classes should be select­
ed, e.g., whether the rain had come with S or
SSW winds. The remaining 10 to 20% of the
cases, mainly associated with rapidly-moving
depressions whose centres passed over southern
Sweden, were very difficult to classify.

(d) For each month, the total precipitation
in each class, averaged over the two stations,
was summed, and percentages were obtained
for each of all classes.

(e) The monthly percentages in each class
were then averaged over the entire subset; this
ensured that low-precipitation months would
be given the same weight as those with high
rainfall.

(f) The year 1963 was selected as a compara­
tive control, yielding the percentages in the
right-hand column of Table 1. Admittedly, this
was a year in which sulfur deposition was high­
er than usual (Fig. 4), but we shall provide a
more broadly-based comparison in Section 6.

Inspection of Table 1 reveals relatively large
differences in the frequencies of precipitation
weather patterns amongst the three subsets.
For both low sulfur and low chloride months,

the frequencies of N, NE and E winds are much
higher than in the year 1963. The reverse is
generally true for winds from the southsouth­
west to northwest. Finally, there is a relatively
large deficit (18%) of SE to S flows in low sulfur
months as compared with 1963, but only a
small deficiency (6%) in low chloride months.

These patterns are consistent with our gen­
neral understanding of the regional sources of
sulfur and chloride. It is well known, for ex­
ample, that the only important chloride source
is the sea: thus chloride values should be low
in the PlOnninge-Flahult area in months when
there are few rain-bearing winds from the south­
west to northwest. The sea is also a source for
sulfur but in addition, anthropogenic sulfur
originates regionally to the southwest, south
and southeast of the sampling stations. Rain­
bearing winds from the north through east, on
the other hand, should be rather low in sulfur
and chloride, as indeed is indicated in Table 1.

6. Extension of the weather classification
concept to the entire period of record

Encouraged by the results summarized in
Table 1, we decided to classify all precipitation
events occurring between July 1951 and June
1969, inclusive. The same procedure was fol­
lowed as in the preparation of Table 1 but
only four airflow classes were used, namely,

(a) N, NE, E and light variable winds,
(b) SE to S winds,
(e) Warm SSW to W winds,
(d) Cold SSW to NW winds.

In the discussion of Table 1 in Section 5,
we noted that 1963 was characterized be rela-

Tellus XXIII (1971), 1
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Fig. 7. Median values of monthly sulfur deposition
as a function of frequency of rain-bearing flows from
SE-SW-NW.
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the larger value at Plonninge is probably due
to the larger dry deposition at this coastal sta­
tion, and the faet that rain-bearing flows from
the south may contribute significanty to the
chloride deposition at PlOnninge but not at
Flahult (see Fig. 1). Not such a clear linear re­
lation could be established for sulfur. Several
combinations of weather classes were tried
but in all cases there was more scatter than was
found for chloride. Fig. 7 shows the median
sulfur deposition values for eight classes of
frequencies of airflows from SE clockwise
through NW. We believe that at least part of
the scatter in Fig. 7 can be explained, and we
introduce Table 3, which was derived in the
following way. For each subset of airflow fre­
quencies (for winds from the SE through NW)
we determined the median date (year and
month). Separately for PlOnninge (columns 2
and 3) and Flahult (columns 4 and 5), we then
counted the number of deposition values smaller
than the subset median that occurred before
the subset median date (columns 2 and 4) and
after the subset median date (columns 3 and 5).

For chloride, the numbers in columns 2, 4
are about the same as in columns 3, 5, respec­
tively, indicating that the weather classifica­
tion has produced subset distributions that are
independent of time. For sulfur, on the other
hand, the subsets are biased, with significantly
larger numbers of low values in earlier than in
later years. We believe, in summary, that
Table 3 and Figs. 6-7 indicate that, (a) chloride
and sulfur de positions are both weather­
dependent, and (b) there is an additional time­
dependent component of sulfur deposition,
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Fig. 6. Median values of monthly chloride deposi­
tion as a function of frequency of rain-bearing flows
from SSW-NW. The numbers indicate the number
of months within each subset.

tively high sulfur depositions and therefore was
not a representative control. When the entire
18 years of records are used, the results are as
shown in Table 2. Again for low sulfur months
there is a large deficit of SE-S-SW-W-NW
flows while for low chloride months, there is a
substantial deficiency of SSW to NW cases.

Up to this point, the emphasis has been on
those months with unusually low sulfur and
chloride depositions. To see whether more
general relations could be found between
weather-classification frequencies and deposi­
tion values, we adopted a procedure similar
to that used in the preparation of Figs. 2 and
3. Considering chloride first, and assuming that
this constituent is associated mainly with SSW
to NW flows, we subdivided the monthly fre­
quencies of such winds into non-overlapping
subsets of about 24 cases, each subset consist­
ing of months with frequencies within desig­
nated class intervals. Medians were then cal­
culated of both the weather-pattern frequen­
cies and the associated depositions in each
subset. The results are shown in Fig. 6.

Fig. 6 reveals that linear relations (sketched
by hand) are appropriate and that extrapola­
tion to the zero and 100 % frequencies can
reasonably be made. For a hypothetical sub­
set of months in which precipitation never oc­
curs with SSW to NW winds, median deposi­
tions of about 40 and 10 mg/m2 are to be ex­
pected at PlOnninge and Flahult, respectively:

Tellus XXIII (1971), 1
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Table 3. Analysis of time trends of sulfur and chloride depositions associated with airflows from
the BE clockwise through NW

Plonninge Flahult
No. of observations with No. of observations with
depositions smaller depositions smaller
than the median than the median
deposition for the subset deposition for the subset

Airflow
median Before me- After me- Before me- After me-
frequency dian date dian date dian date dian date

Sulfur, %
0 9 3 6 4
6 8 3 6 6

14 9 3 10 2
22 7 4 7 5
33 9 4 7 4
39 8 2 7 3
50 7 3 5 6
72 5 6 8 4

Total 62 28 56 34

Chloride, %
0 6 6 8 4
6 6 6 5 7

14 6 7 7 5
22 4 7 4 7
33 6 7 6 5
39 6 4 6 4
50 4 6 5 6
72 7 6 6 7

Total 45 49 47 45

presumably due to an increase in regional
anthropogenic emissions over the years (see
Section 8).

7. Secular variations in median chloride
deposition: A meteorological interpretation

For each consecutive 2-year period begin­
ning July 1951, the median frequencies of pre­
cipitation-bearing SSW-NW flows have been
determined. The lower curve in Fig. 8 gives the
secular variations, and a comparison should be
made with the solid curves in Fig. 9 (observed
median deposition at the two stations: re­
plotted from Fig. 5). Qualitatively, there is
reasonable agreement between the Pl6nninge
depositions and the median frequencies of
SSW-NW flows, with peaks in the middle fif­
ties and middle sixties. The variations at Fla­
hult, however, do not correspond. This is per­
haps surprising, in view of the linear relation

found in Fig. 6. To test whether the disagree­
ment was caused by uncertainty in the deter·
mination of the Flahult medians, the subsets
were increased from 24 to 36 consecutive
monthly values. Although the medians became
more stable, their secular fluctuations still
showed no correspondence with those of the
median frequencies of SSW-NW flows, deter­
mined in this case over 3-yearly periods.

The extent of the disagreement is shown in
another way in Fig. 9. The dashed lines have
been constructed using a procedure rather simi­
lar to that employed in Figs. 4 and 5. Using
the 2-year median frequencies of SSW-NW
flows (Fig. 8), the subset median depositions
were obtained from the straight lines in Fig. 6.
For Pl6nninge, the predictions are rather good
but for Flahult, little of the variation is ex­
plained.

We conclude that the weather classification
scheme was not entirely appropriate for chlo­
ride at Flahult, despite the straight-line rela-

Tellus XXIII (1971), 1
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tion of Fig. 6. Inspection of Fig. 1 suggests a
reason for this. With zero or anticyclonic curva­
ture of the isobars, southsouthwest winds at
Flahult have not had a recent trajectory over
salt water,l as is the case at PlOnninge. Because
this synoptic pattern (with associated precipita­
tion) is not uncommon in southern Sweden, the
SSW-NW weather class in retrospect may have
encompassed too large a sector to be a useful
predictor of chloride at the inland station.

8. Secular variations in median sulfur
deposition: An interpretation based
on changes in weather frequencies
and emissions
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The upper curve in Fig. 8 shows the varia­
tions in the 2-year median frequencies of preci­
pitation-bearing SE-S-SW-W-NW flows. This
should be compared with the median sulfur
depositions joined by solid lines in Figs. 10-11.
Qualitatively, the agreement is excellent, both
curves showing peaks in the middle fifties and
larger peaks in the middle sixties.

The method used in Section 7, Fig. 9 for
chloride secular variations cannot be applied
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Fig. 8. Frequency of rain-bearing flows from SE­
SW-NW and from SSW-NW as a function of time.

1952 54 56 58 60 62 64 66 68
time (year)

Fig. 9. Observed and predicted median values of
monthly chloride deposition as a function of time.
The prediction is based on the linear relations of
Fig. 6.

in the case of sulfur, because of the possible
existence of a time trend in regional anthropo­
genic SO. emissions. Mean values for the in­
crease in source strength might be estimated
(see below). Since the relative strengths of the
anthropogenic and the natural sulfur sources
are not known, however, there is no possibility
of inferring a priori the expected trend in the
"effective" source strength.

An alternate approach is to seek a statisti­
cal relation between median 2-yearly deposi­
tion (dependent variable) and two independent
variables, time and frequency of occurrence of
rain-bearing winds in the SE clockwise through
NW sector.

The following model was adopted:

or equivalently,

where dk is the sulfur deposition (median of 24
monthly values) centred on time k,
IX (or IX') is a constant,

1 The surface waters of the Baltic have a low
salinity and do not contribute significantly to at­
mospheric chlorides.

Tellus XXIII (1971), 1

p is the frequency of occurence (in %)
of rain-bearing winds in the SE-SW­
NW sector,
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Fig. 11. Same as Fig. 10 for Plonninge.

expected on physical grounds, with 95 % con­
fidence ranges that remain positive with the
exception of that for y at P16nninge.

In Figs. lOand ll,dashedlinesjointhemedian
depositions predicted by the regression equation.
The fit with the "observed" curve is good. Be­
cause the predictions are based on statistical
rather than physical principles, however, we
do not claim to have "explained" the secular
variations in sulfur depositions. Assuming, how­
ever, that the y-values are real with a mean
value in or near the interval 0.02 to 0.03,
corresponding to an annual increase of 2-3 %,
we can draw some conclusions about the rela­
tive importance of anthropogenic and natural
sources for the sulfur depositions at these two
stations.

The total SO.-emissions from fossil fuel
combustion and industrial processes in Swe­
den have increased with a mean annual rate of
somewhat more than 3 % over the years 1951­
1969. An exact value for other parts of northern
Europe is not known to us but we believe that
the average increase has been less than 3 %,
rather than more.

If it can be assumed that the anthropogenic
sulfur sources affecting the Flahult-P16nninge
area have shown a rate of increase of about 3 %
and that the strength of natural sources has
been more or less constant, we may conclude
that a major part-probably more than 2/3 by
the middle of the period-of the deposited
sulfur at these two stations has been of anthro­
pogenic origin. If, on the other hand, the
anthropogenic part had been only a small frac­
tion of the total sulfur, the observed annual

0.023

4.36
0.040
0.010 to 0.070

- 0.019to +0.065
0.04
0.06
0.15
0.22

-0.58
-0.13
-0.15

0.05
0.28
0.059

Plonninge

3.91
0.027
0.016 to 0.038

0.006

0.029

0.009 to 0.049
-0.06
-0.03

0.01
0.04
0.03

-0.01
0.13

-0.16

Flahult

100
;::;
E.....
.§:

~
"~ 50..
"C

~

:>
~
:>

(II

Q(

P
95 % confidence
range for P

y
95 % confidence
range for y

1'01

e.
e.
e.
e.
e.
1'07

e.
e.
lIn L~ 1'0%

Table 4. Results of the regression analysis
(see text)

t
1'0 (or 1'0')

Pand y

is the time (in years),
is the residual,
are coefficients describing the depen­
dence of d on p and t, respectively.

The bar represents an arithmetic mean value
over the entire set of medians.

T~ble 4 shows the results, including the 95 %
confIdence ranges for the coefficients P and y.
At the outset, we should emphasize that the
analysis is based on only 9 median values at
P16nninge and 8 at Flahult. However, the
"best estimates" of the coefficients agree rather
well at the two stations, lending confidence in
the analysis, and the residuals are small, particu­
larly at Flahult. Further, the "best estimates"
of P and yare positive quantities as would be

1952 54 56 58 60 62 64 66 68
tim. (years)

Fig. 10. Observed and predicted median values of
monthly sulfur deposition at Flahult as a function
of time. The prediction is based on the regression
analysis (see text).
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increase would have been considerably smaller
than 2 %. There is of course a possibility that
local sources have had a major influence on the
measured sulfur deposition and that the ob­
served trends merely reflect the trends in those
nearby sources. The significant correlations we
have found between deposition values and
synoptic weather patterns do, however, indi­
cate that the sulfur transport has a regional
character. This reasoning is supported by the
fact that the values of the coefficients are simi·
lar at the two stations.

Conclusion

Long-term trend in regional pollution may
result from either changes in emissions or
changes in the atmospheric general circulation
or both.

There is a large network of precipitation
chemistry stations in northern Europe with
data extending back for nearly 20 years. In
the present pilot study, we have presented a
method for examining the weather dependence
of these monthly samples, based on the direc­
tion of the surface air flow during precipitation
periods. The methods have been used to study
sulfur and chloride depositions at two stations
in southern Sweden.

The main results may be summarized as fol­
lows:

(a) There are curvilinear relations between
deposition and precipitation amounts (Figs. 2
and 3).

(b) Variations in precipitation amounts can­
not be an important factor for explaining the

observed secular variations in deposition (Figs.
4 and 5).

(e) There is a definite correlation between
chloride deposition and frequency of rain·
bearing flows in the SSW-NW-sector and be.
tween sulfur deposition and rain-bearing flows
in the SE-SW-NW-sector (Figs. 6 and 7).

(d) Secular variations in frequencies of these
flows agree rather well with variations in de­
position and may be invoked as an explanation
for at least part of these variations.

(e) There are strong indications of a time trend
in the sulfur deposition values. A regression
analysis yielded a best estimate for the annual
increase of 2-3 %.

Finally, some suggestions for additional reo
search should be mentioned. In the first place,
a multivariate analysis of all the monthly
values, rather than subset medians, might be
useful. Secondly, the methods should be ap­
plied to other chemical constituents and to
data from other stations. Thirdly, the approach
employed in this paper should be complemented
by studies of deposition measured in daily
precipitation samples (or even hourly samples,
if possible).

A few individual case studies from a regional
network of stations during well-defined synop­
tic conditions would undoubtedly be rewarding.
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APPENDIX

Derivation of equations used for the
regression analysis

Since the method used for the regression
analysis may not be considered as standard,
the procedure will be described.

The model mentioned in the text was the
following

In dk == Yk = ex + f1(Pk - p) + y(tk -l) + Ek

Tellus XXIII (1971), 1

The coefficients ex, fJ and yare determined
by minimizing

n
Q= 2: [Yk -ex- fJ(Pk - p) - y(tk -l)t

1

With the following notation

n

111.1' = 2: (Yk-Y)(Pk-p)
1
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n

lYot = L (Yk-Y) (tk-l)
1

n

lp.t = L (Pk-P)(tk-l)
1

n

lpop = L (Pk - p)1
1

R. E. MUNN AND H. RODHE

gives

n

It.t ~ L (tk-l)1
1

we get

eQ
eOC

eQ
efJ

eQ
or

- 2n(y - OC)

The confidence intervals can be estimated
by making use of the facts that

V
l l l2

( ) ( 3)
P.P t.t- P.t

Ym-y n- n

It.tLE~
1

and the condition

eQ eQ eQ
-=-=-=0
eOC efJ ey

are distributed according to at-distribution
with n - 3 d.L
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o METEOPOJlOrllqECKOll llHTEPIIPE TA~1l1l XllMllqECKorO COCTABA
MECHqHhIX IIPOB OCA,IJ,IWB

OIIHcaHa MeTOAllHa mlyqeHllH BJIllHHllH CllHon­
TllqeCHllX IIIa6JIOHOB norOAbI Ha XllMllqeCHllA
COCTaB MeCHqHbIX np06 ocaAHOB. ,IJ,JIH llJIJIIOCTpa­
~llll BbI6paHbI AaHHbIe Ha6JIIOAeHllA C 1951 no
1969 rr. no MeCHqHbIM ocaiKAeHllHM cepbI II XJIO­
PIIAOB Ha AByX CTaH~HHX B IOiKHOA IIIBe~1l1l ­
IIJIeHHllHre (n06epeiKbe) II cI>JIaxyJIT (BHyTpll

CTpaHbI). MeCH'IHbIe BeJIllqllHbI 6bIJIll crpynnll'
pOBaHbI paaJIllqHbIM 06paaoM B rpynnbI CqllCJIOM
qJIeHOB OHOJIO 24 B HaiKAoA, II B HaiKAoA rpynne
HaH llHAeHc ~eHTpaJIbHOA TeHAeH~1l1l llcnOJIb­
aOBaJIOCb MeAllaHHoe aHaqeHlle. IIepBoHaqaJIb.
Hoe rpynnllpoBaHlle no HOJIllqeCTBY MeCHqHbIX
ocaAHOB AaJIo HPllBOJIllHeAHbIe COOTHOIIIeHHH
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Memj:\y OCamj:\eHHeM H OCaj:\KaMH. ,II;pyroe rpyn­
nHpOBaHHe no j:\BYXJIHHettHhIM BpeMeHHhIM ne­
pHOj:\aM BhIRBHJIO saMeTHoe yBeJIH'IeHHe BOT­
JIOmeHHRX cephI Ha 060KX CTaH~KRX B Ha'laJIe
1960-x rr. C j:\pyrott CTOpOHhI KOH~eHTpa~KH

XJIOPHj:\OB 6hIJIa HaK60JIbwett B cepej:\KHe 1950-x
rr., H BeKOBhIe BapKa~KK B llJIeHHKHre He 6hIJIH
B tPase C BapKa~KHMH BO <I>JIaxyJITe. BapHa~KH
B OTJIOmeHHRX He MoryT 6hITb 06'bHCHeHhI Ba·
pHa~HRMH KOJIH'IeCTBa OCaAKOB. ,II;JIH HSy'leHHH
BJIHRHHR MeTeOpOJIOrH'IeCKHX tPaKTOpOB 6hIJIa
paspa60TaHa KJIaCCHtPHKa~HH norOj:\hI, OCHO'
BaHHaH Ha HanpaBJIeHHH reOCTpotPH'IeCKOrO
BeTpa y nOBepXHOCTH Haj:\ IOmHott IlIBe~Hett B
Te'leHHe nepHOj:\OB ocaj:\KOB. ,II;JIH j:\OCTaTO'lHO
WHpOKHX ceKTopOB H j:\JIH Mej:\HaHHhIX SHa'leHHtt
60JIbWOrO 'IHCJIa AaHHhIX <ITO OKaSaJIOCb no­
JIeSHhIM npej:\KKTopOM ocamj:\eHHH, 6Yj:\Y'lH HH­
j:\eKCOM TpaeKTopHtt Ha6eralOmHX 'IaCTH~. Bce
cHTya~HH C ocaj:\KaMH B Te'leHHe paCCMaTpH­
BaeMhIX 18 JIeT 6hIJIH, TaKHM 06pasoM, paCKJIaC­
CKtPH~HpoBaHHhI H 6hIJIH yCTaHOBJIeHhI JIHHett­
HhIe COOTHoweHHH Memj:\y Mej:\KaHHhIMH KOJIH­
'IeCTBaMH ocamj:\eHHtt K Mej:\HaHHhIMH MeCH'I-
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HhIMH 'IaCTOTaMH nOTOKOB C ocaj:\KaMH C Ha­
npaBJIeHHtt SE-SW-NW (cepa) H SSW-NW
(XJIOPHj:\hI). ,II;JIH XJIOpHj:\OB 60JIbWaH 'IaCTb
BeKOBhIX BapHa~Htt B llJIeHHHHre MomeT 6hITb
06'bHCHeHa C nOMOmblO TaKoro HHj:\eKca. MeToj:\
6hIJI He TaK ycneweH BO <I>JIaxyJITe, BepOHTHO,
6JIarOj:\apH TOMy, 'ITO HaBeTpeHaH j:\yra 6hIJIa
CJIHWKOM WKpOKa j:\JIH <lTOtt CTaH~HH: rJIaBHhIM
HCTO'lHHKOM XJIOpHj:\OB RBJIHeTCH Mope H BeTphI
C SS W 06hI'IHO He HMeJIH Hej:\aBHHX Haj:\BOj:\HhIX
TpaeKTopHtt nepej:\ TeM, KaK npHj:\TH BO <I>JIaxyJIT.
)J;JIH cephI BeKOBhIe BapHa~HH ocaj:\KOHecymKX
nOTOKOB C HanpaBJIeHHtt SSW-NW 6hIJIH O'leHb
6JIHSKH no tPase C Mej:\HaHHhIMH SHa'leHHHMH
ocamj:\eHHtt cephI B 1951-1969 rr. llMeeTcH,

OJ:\HaKO, yKasaHHe Ha oCTaTo'lHylO TeHj:\eH~HIO

K nOBhIweHHIO B OTJIOmeHHHX cephI. JIHHettHhItt
perpeccHoHHhItt aHaJIHS, BKJIIO'IalOmHtt B Ka­
'IeCTBe nepeMeHHhIx 'IacToTy THnOB norOj:\hI H
BpeMH, j:\aJI B Ka'leCTBe JIy'lwett o~eHKH <lTOtt
TeHj:\eH~HH nOBhIweHHe OT 2 j:\0 3 % B rOj:\. ::ha
~HtPpa He npOTHBOpe'lHT o~eHKaM pOCTa B
BhI6pocax cephI B peayJIbTaTe j:\eHTeJIbHOCTH
'IeJIOBeKa.


