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CONCLUSION 

Corruption is not a victimless crime! It can extend its hands in public and private sector. It can 

grab the throat of officials from the government, the parliament, the justice system, 

procurement system, social society, media, universities or even representatives of the private 

sector. Corruption can damage the environment, the credibility of institutions and harm 

collective rights such health, security, peace, education or good governance. Consequently, the 

victims of corruption are one of the main issues to deal with! Ensuring effective remedies 

within the right on compensation for corruption victims can have advantages such: a) Decrease 

the corruption dark figure through increasing the willingness of victims to report corruption; 

b) Establishing financial penalties that are commensurate with corruption; c) Circumvention

of the possibility for reusing benefits from corruption; and d) Increasing the responsibility of 

the state on corruption issues. 

Defining and identifying the victims of corruption is challenging as well. This because each 

victim of corruption is unique and has its own story to tell! It may be a natural person or a legal 

person, a state or even a whole society! Yet, it is important to recognize all of them as victims 
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of corruption if they have suffered damage from a corruption act and if there is a causal link 

between this act and the damage. The basic principle is to place them as closely as possible in 

the position that they would have been in if the corruption act that caused the damage had not 

taken place. Just attention on the victims of corruption is equal with “striking corruption by its 

roots”. 

The Civil Law Convention on Corruption is the first attempt to define common international 

rules in the field of civil law and corruption. Its purpose is for state parties to provide in their 

internal law for effective remedies for persons who have suffered damage because of corruption 

acts, to enable them to defend their rights and interests, including the possibility of obtaining 

compensation for damage. Kosovo is not a party to CLCC or UNCAC. Nevertheless, the spirit 

of the Constitution of Kosovo requires that Kosovo shall respect international law within the 

CLCC and the UNCAC. Unfortunately, the current legal framework in Kosovo does not 

include a proper law, which would be compatible to them. 

Compensation for victims of corruption is a complex procedure corresponding to the 

complexity of corruption itself. Hence, several issues need to be properly addressed including 

but not limited to the eligibility to sue for damages from corruption, identification of the 

corruption victims, qualifying and quantifying damages of corruption, vicarious (imputed) 

liability and cases involving corruption activities across multiple jurisdictions (transnational 

corruption). Countries such France and United Kingdom have showed good practices while 

pushing further these matters regarding compensation of corruption victims. Indeed, these 

experiences could be of a great value for the Republic of Kosovo. 
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