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2. Literature review 
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3. Methodology 
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Expert NGO 

Affiliation 

Role/Title 

And Years in 
the NGO 

Sector 

Field of expertise Examples of projects 

No.1 NVO-VID Head of 

Networking and 

Advocacy 

 
10 years 

• digital inclusion 

• digital 

transformation of the 

NGO sector 

• Na-prostem.si: Free software for the 

digital inclusion of NGOs and their users 

(https://www.na-prostem.si/about-

project); 
• NGO thematic network of an inclusive 

information society 

(https://www.informacijska-

druzba.org/english/) 

No. 2 INePA Executive 
Director 

 

17 years 

• digital democracy 
research and 

development 

• information society 

and digital 
transformation policy 

• Co-deciding Europe: Civic tech for good 
governance and active citizenship! 

(https://codecidingeurope.eu/) 

• Co-creating digital policies in Slovenia 

(https://www.inepa.si/tag/codis/) 
• Smart eDemocracy Against Fake News 

(https://smartedemocracy.org/)   

• European Citizens Crowdsourcing 

(https://www.inepa.si/eucrowd/) 

No. 3 Danes je 
nov dan  

Executive 
Director 

 

8 years 

• participation, 
democracy, digital 

rights 

• Member of the EDRi AI Act Working 
Group  

• Author of Elevating Citizens’ Voices 

• Co-founder of the Legal Network for the 

Protection of Democracy (The network 
provides support to individuals and 

organizations in court proceedings related 

to non-violent civic action and conducts 

strategic litigation to protect democracy 

and human rights. Recipient of the 
European Citizen’s Prize 2022) 

No. 4 Društvo Duh 

časa 

(Zeitgeist, 

Slovenian 
Sustainable 

Society) 

President of 

Society 

 

14 years 

• computer reuse and 

recycling,  

• sustainable 

development 

• Computers 4 All (Norway Grants 2014–

2015),  

• Project Na Prostem (2022–2023) 

 

No. 5 LUGOS 

 

Secretary 

General of 

Society 
 

20+ years 

 

• intellectual property,  

• FOSS licensing and 

governance 

• NVO VID, Na Prostem – co-founded both 

• OSI’s (WIP) definition of OpenSource AI  

• Coordinated Slovenian involvement and 
participated in the drafting of Fiduciary 

License Agreement 2.0  

https://www.na-prostem.si/about-project
https://www.na-prostem.si/about-project
https://www.informacijska-druzba.org/english/
https://www.informacijska-druzba.org/english/
https://codecidingeurope.eu/
https://www.inepa.si/tag/codis/
https://smartedemocracy.org/
https://www.inepa.si/eucrowd/
https://racunalniki.duh-casa.si/uspehi/projekt-racunalniki-za-vse/
https://racunalniki.duh-casa.si/uspehi/projekt-racunalniki-za-vse/
https://www.na-prostem.si/o-projektu
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• One of the main authors of the Software 

Package Data Exchange ISO standards, 

OpenChain ISO standard  

• Co-authored LUGOS Slo  
• Inofficial coordinator of sorts during its 

current grassroots status 

No. 6 Beletrina Head of Digital 

Accessibility 

Sector, Project 
Manager 

 

8 years 

• digital accessibility 

• social inclusion 

• DATIS: pioneers of accessible tourism, 

Multimodal Mobility, Na-prostem.si 

(FOSS) 

No. 7 Simbioza CEO and Co-

founder.  
 

15 years 

 

• digital inclusion 

• digital competencies 
• intergenerational 

cooperation 

• lifelong learning  

• work with 
elderly/youth 

• Simbioza, e-literacy Slovenia 

• Girls Do Code, Work in Tech 
• Simbioza Mobiln@ 

• Spark Digi Girls 

• Cyber Safe Senior  

• ICT4Elderly  
• E4W  

• E-HEALth literacy  

• Simbioza Digital Academy 

• Journey through the digital world, etc. 

• RQ1: What is the advocacy role of NGOs in the field of information society 

development, with an emphasis on activities related to artificial intelligence (AI)? 

• RQ2: How do you perceive the role and impact of artificial intelligence (AI) in 

advancing your advocacy activities? 

• RQ3: As an NGO working in the public interest in the field of information society 

development in Slovenia, how do you perceive the role of artificial intelligence 

(AI) in fostering the broader development of the information society? 

• RQ4: How does artificial intelligence (AI) affect your performance and activities? 
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4. Research results 
 

                                                           
2 Available on https://nio.gov.si/nio/asset/nacionalni+program+spodbujanja+razvoja+in+uporabe+umetne+ 
inteligence+rs+do+leta+2025+npui. 
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Area 
 

Findings 
 

Communication with 
policymakers 

Limited engagement, selective communication, and a 
lack of responsiveness from MDT. 

Participation in policymaking 
 

NGOs are not included in expert groups, restricted to 
submitting comments on strategic documents. 

Recognition of NGO role Viewed primarily as service providers rather than key 
stakeholders. 

International collaboration Some NGOs engage in digital communication and 
international advocacy. 

Advocacy challenges 
 

Lack of financial support and limited opportunities for 
structured multi-stakeholder dialogue. 
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Challenge Description 

Uneven consideration of 
feedback 
 

Some NGO proposals are acknowledged, while others 
receive no response. 

Limited state support 
 

MDT does not provide funding or structured support for 
NGO advocacy in AI. 

Exclusion from major events 
 

NGOs are not invited to significant policy discussions or AI-
related events. 

Limited advocacy capacity 
 

Lack of funding and human resources hampers active 
participation in policymaking. 
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Area Perspective 

Ethical AI development NGOs stress the need for AI to be developed ethically 

and inclusively. 

Risks of AI Concerns over data privacy, surveillance, and biased 

algorithms. 

AI as a tool, not a solution AI should support but not dictate public policy and 

governance decisions. 

Limited consideration of societal 

impact 

AI development remains largely detached from 

broader social needs. 
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Aspect Impact 

Workflow optimization AI automates tasks, freeing time for strategic activities. 

Resource constraints Financial limitations prevent the adoption of advanced AI 
tools. 

Ethical considerations NGOs stress responsible AI use and transparency. 

Policy impact AI has not significantly influenced NGO policy 
engagement due to limited support. 
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5. Discussion 
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Challenge 
 

Findings from study 
 

Findings from literature 
(e.g., Latonero, 2018; 
Cordery et al., 2023) 

Financial constraints 
 

Limited funding restricts AI 
adoption. 
 

Developing countries face 
financial barriers to AI. 

Lack of technical (AI) 
expertise 
 

NGOs lack trained personnel for AI 
implementation. 

NGOs globally struggle with 
AI training. 

Limited policy influence 
 

NGOs excluded from AI 
policymaking. 
 

NGOs have minimal 
influence on AI regulation. 

Ethical concerns 
 

NGOs emphasize responsible AI 
use. 
 

Literature highlights 
concern over bias and 
transparency. 

 
 

6. Conclusion 
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