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Abstract

Emerging from the foundational efforts of the Lancet Commission on Global Surgery (2015) and the
Bogota Declaration (2016), the Boston Declaration 2025 marks a transformative milestone in the
Global Neurosurgery movement. It calls for equitable, timely, and affordable neurosurgical care
across all regions, especially in low-resource settings. Central to this vision is the active inclusion of
Neuroscience Nurses—recognized as frontline caregivers, educators, and advocates—within the
neurosurgical nexus.

The Boston Declaration uniquely positions Neuroscience Nurses as central architects in this trans-
formation. Nurses serve as essential links across the continuum of care, contributing to frontline
service delivery, capacity building, education, policy advocacy, and health system integration. Their
inclusion ensures a person-centered approach rooted in lived experience and local context.

The Declaration grounded in for an expanded neurosurgical ecosystem that embraces interdiscipli-
nary collaboration—spanning clinicians, engineers, policymakers, and communities—and encour-
ages innovation through data, artificial intelligence, and sustainability. It underscores the urgency of
building resilient care systems to address the global neurosurgical burden.

As a global blueprint for neurosurgical equity, the Boston Declaration invites all Neuroscience Nurs-
es and professional societies to take an active role in this collective endeavour. Through shared
commitment, we can drive transformative progress that reshapes global neurosurgical care and
affirms the essential role of nurses in leading change.
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Introduction

Inaugural Global Neuroscience Nurses
(GNN) Council was created in 2021 within
the World Federation of Neurosurgical Socie-
ties (WFNS) subsection of Global Neurosur-
gery Forum, formerly known as Global Neu-
rosurgery Committee. The publication of the
2015 Lancet Commission on Global Surgery
highlighted the critical gap in access to basic
surgical and anesthesia care, particularly in
low-resource settings, where the unmet de-
mand has led to increased morbidity and
mortality from otherwise preventable condi-
tions. Despite the evident and growing need
for essential surgical services, such program
development remained largely absent in
global health agendas at the time (Meara et
al., 2015). Similarly, the 2016 Bogota decla-
ration (WFNS Congress Bogota, 2022),
served as the first formal initiative charting
the state of the Neurosurgical care needs for
capacity building, fair, and accessible care
(Dewan et al, 2018), and the seeds of the
Global Neurosurgery movement were formal-
ly planted. Rapid changes in technological
advancement, globalization, and healthcare
environment calls for action oriented, trans-
formative, and synergistic healthcare models.
The Global Neurosurgery movement aimed
to address unmet needs of neurosurgical
care around the globe, focusing on low-
resources environment with an aim to provide
timely, accessible, affordable care to all who
need it and workforce capacity building
(Aukrust & Chen,2023; Park KB, Johnson
WD, Dempsey, 2016; Rosseau et al, 2020).
In the 10" year of the Global Surgery Com-
mission Report, the Boston Declaration was
held in 2025, which is an unparalleled histori-
cal a grassroots initiative serves as a conduit
to build the Global Neurosurgical Ecosystem

to achieve its objectives and drive the social
change worldwide.

The main objectives of the Boston Declara-
tion are to drive a unified vision for the next
phase of Global Neurosurgery, propelling the
expansion of the Neurosurgical ecosystem to
encompass beyond the Neurosurgeons in-
clude but not limited to registered nurses
(RN), policy makers, governments, industry,
rehabilitation professionals, primary care pro-
viders, students, Biomedical Engineers and
more. It galvanizes decisive undertaking, en-
gagement, and commitments from all major
stakeholders, and calls for a creation of a ro-
bust, systematic framework to drive enter-
prise-wide coordination to lead and acceler-
ate transformative Neurosurgical care (Gupta
et al, 2024; Thango et al, 2024).

The Boston Declaration with its unprecedent-
ed scope and significance provides a road
map for progress in Global Neurosurgery with
Neuroscience Nurses at the forefront of its
delivery and implementation. The Boston
Declaration set to achieving its goals by all
nations embracing and applying it universally,
recognizing diverse national realities,
healthcare capacities, and levels of develop-
ment, while respecting local policies and pri-
orities. Nurses play a pivotal role in achieving
these Global Neurosurgical goals and tar-
gets, which unite developed and developing
countries.

Why Neuroscience Nurses Should Be Part
of the Boston Declaration

The Boston Declaration 2025 marks a monu-
mental step in the evolution of Global Neuro-
surgery. As the world unites to address the

growing need for accessible, affordable, and



Australasian Journal of Neuroscience

Volume 35 @ Number 1 @ May 2025

quality neurosurgical care, Nurses, especially
Neuroscience Nurses, are positioned to be

critical drivers of this transformation. Their in-
clusion in the Boston Declaration is essential

for the following reasons:

1. Frontline Care Providers in Neurosurgi-
cal Settings

Nurses are often the first point of contact for
patients undergoing neurosurgical proce-
dures. Nurses are the only healthcare provid-
ers who are with individuals 24/7, and they
are integral to the patient care continuum,
from preoperative assessments to postopera-
tive recovery (Inshutiyimana et al, 2025;
Savion, Porat, & Shoshanet, 2013). Their in-
volvement in the Boston Declaration ensures
that patient-centered care remains at the
forefront of the Global Neurosurgical move-
ment.

2. Advocates for Accessible and Afforda-
ble Care

The Boston Declaration calls for a shift to-
wards accessible and equitable neurosurgical
care worldwide, especially in low resource
settings (Gupta et al, 2024). Nurses are vital
in advocating for and delivering care to un-
derserved populations, ensuring that
healthcare delivery is not only available but
also equitable. They can actively participate
in addressing the unmet needs of populations
in both developed and developing nations,
bridging gaps in care delivery (Dossey, Rosa,
& Beck, 2019).

3. Unique Role in Capacity Building

Neuroscience Nurses play a crucial role in

the capacity-building efforts outlined in the
Boston Declaration. By contributing their ex-
pertise in education, training, and mentor-
ship, Nurses help build a skilled workforce
that can meet the growing demand for neuro-
surgical care, as well as prepare local Nurs-
ing leadership and advocacy roles especially
in resource-limited environments. Nurses can
help lead educational initiatives and develop
comprehensive training curriculum taking into
account for the local culture and available re-
sources that elevate the global standardiza-
tion of care.

4. Essential to the Success of Collabora-
tive Models

The Boston Declaration emphasizes the
need for transformative, action-oriented, and
synergistic healthcare models. Nurses have
long been champions of interdisciplinary col-
laboration, working alongside surgeons, phy-
sicians, and other healthcare professionals
Their participation in shaping and implement-
ing these models ensures that the care deliv-
ery system is both holistic and comprehen-
sive (Ohri et al, 2022).

5. Support for Global Neurosurgical Eco-
system

The Boston Declaration calls for the expan-
sion of the Global Neurosurgical ecosystem
beyond the workforce alone, and nurses are
central to this expansion along with many
other disciplines. Their input helps broaden
the definition of the neurosurgical community,
ensuring that the needs of patients are met in
a multidimensional way that incorporates
nursing expertise in patient management, ca-
pacity building, education, and advocacy.
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6. Advancing Global Social Change

The Boston Declaration aims to achieve so-
cial change through the improvement of Neu-
rosurgical care worldwide. Nurses, as trusted
healthcare providers (ANA, 2021), are
uniquely positioned to lead this change by
advocating for social justice in healthcare,
ensuring that every individual, regardless of
socioeconomic status, political position, prox-
imity to conflict or geographical location, has
access to the life-saving benefits of neurosur-
gical care.

7. Recognizing the Power of Nursing
Leadership

Nurses have demonstrated leadership in
healthcare settings across the globe, from
guiding care delivery to influencing policy.
The Boston Declaration recognizes the value
of Nursing leadership in advancing
healthcare outcomes and acknowledges that
Neuroscience Nurses are critical to the suc-
cessful implementation of its goals, also em-
phasized in Peshawar Statement (WFNS
Global Neurosurgery Conference, 2024).
Their expertise, leadership, research sKills,
and dedication is vital in driving forward the
Declaration’s vision.

8. Commitment to Universal Application
with Local Context

While the Boston Declaration calls for a uni-
versal approach to neurosurgical care, it also
recognizes the diverse needs, policies, and
healthcare capacities of different nations
(Dewan et al, 2018). Nurses, with their global
network and experience in diverse settings
ANA, 2024; Inshutiyimana et al., 2025) are
uniquely equipped to adapt the principles of

the Boston Declaration to local contexts, en-
suring that the framework is relevant and
achievable across varying national realities.
Nurses are the indispensable to the Boston
Declaration in which they play a critical role in
achieving the movement’s goals by contrib-
uting their expertise, leadership, and commit-
ment to accessible, equitable, and high-

quality neurological care for all.

Call to Action All Nurses: Join the Effort
for the Boston Declaration

As we embark on an unprecedented moment
in Global Neurosurgery with the launch of the
Boston Declaration 2025, we call on all Neu-
roscience Nurses, as well as local and global
Neuroscience Societies, to join us in this
transformative movement. The Boston Decla-
ration is not just a framework for advancing
Neurosurgical care—it is a commitment for
all stakeholders to unite and build a future
where accessible, affordable, and high-
quality Neurosurgical care is available to all,
regardless of location or resources. Nurses
are essential in shaping a future where every
patient, everywhere, has access to the life-
saving care they need. The success of the
Boston Declaration depends on the active
participation and leadership of Nurses on the
global stage.

Why Your Participation as Nurses Matters

Neuroscience Nurses are at the forefront of
patient care in neurosurgical settings. Your
expertise, compassion, and leadership are
essential in shaping the future of Global Neu-
rosurgery. By joining the effort to support the
Boston Declaration, you will play an active
role in:



Australasian Journal of Neuroscience

Volume 35 @ Number 1 @ May 2025

Advancing Accessible Care: Ensuring that
neurosurgical services reach underserved
and low-resource populations, making life-
saving care equitable and available to every-
one.

Driving Global Capacity Building: Contrib-
uting to the training and education of a skilled
Neurosurgical workforce, while fostering the
next generation of healthcare professionals in
Neuroscience care.

Co-Creating Synergistic Models of Care:
Leading the charge in fostering interdiscipli-
nary collaboration, where nursing leadership
help shaping the holistic care models that
work in diverse environments.

Championing Social Change: Advocating
for justice in healthcare, empowering commu-
nities worldwide, and ensuring that every pa-
tient, no matter where they live, has access
to the care they deserve.

A Unified Call for Collective Action

The Boston Declaration is not a solitary initia-
tive—it is a shared commitment that requires
the collective strength and voice of all stake-
holders including Neuroscience Nurses and
Neuroscience Societies. This movement
transcends borders, disciplines, and re-
sources. By uniting, we can break the barri-
ers to Global Neurological care, empower lo-
cal healthcare teams, and drive progress in
both developed and developing countries.

Whether you're a practicing Neuroscience
Nurse, a Nurse leader, or a member of a Na-
tional or International Neuroscience Socie-
ties, your involvement is crucial to realizing
the goals of the Boston Declaration.

Together, we can:

. Support Global Neurosurgery objec-
tives,
. Ensure that Neuroscience Nurses are

at the forefront of care delivery and
leadership,

. Advocate for policies that improve pa-
tient access to neurosurgical services
and patient outcomes.

. Contribute to building a sustainable,
equitable, and innovative Global Neu-
rosurgical ecosystem.

Join the Movement Today

Global Neuroscience Nurses (GNN) Council
and World Federation of Neuroscience Nurs-
es (WFNN) collaborative invite all Neurosci-
ence Nurses, and the societies that represent
them, to come together in this transformative
initiative. Add your voice, expertise, and lead-
ership to a movement that will reshape the
future of neuroscience and Neuroscience
Nursing. Together, we can make the Boston
Declaration a reality for patients, healthcare
professionals, and communities worldwide.

Be a part of the Change. Stand with the Bos-
ton Declaration.

Interested in joining — contact us at global-

neurosciencenurses@gmail.com

References

ANA America’s Most Trusted: Nurses Contin-

ue to Rank the Highest, viewed 18 February
2025, https://www.nursingworld.org/news/

news-releases/2024/americas-most-trusted-

nurses-continue-to-rank-the-highest/

10


https://www.nursingworld.org/news/news-releases/2024/americas-most-trusted-nurses-continue-to-rank-the-highest/
https://www.nursingworld.org/news/news-releases/2024/americas-most-trusted-nurses-continue-to-rank-the-highest/
https://www.nursingworld.org/news/news-releases/2024/americas-most-trusted-nurses-continue-to-rank-the-highest/

Australasian Journal of Neuroscience

Volume 35 @ Number 1 @ May 2025

American Nurses Association, Neuroscience
Nursing’s Scope and Standards of Practice,
viewed 18 February 2025, https://
www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/catalog/
samplechap-

ers/2024 neurosciencess4e chapters.pdf
Aukrust, C.G., & Chen, Y.Y. (2023). Global
Nursing Care for Neurosurgical Pa-

tients. Journal of Global Neurosurgery, 3(1),
doi:10.51437/jgns.v3i1.46.

Dewan, M. C., Rattani, A., Fieggen, G., Ar-
raez, M. A, Servadei, F., Boop, F. A,, ... &
Park, K. B. (2018). Global Neurosurgery: The
current capacity and deficit in the provision of
essential neurosurgical care. Executive Sum-
mary of the Global Neurosurgery Initiative at
the Program in Global Surgery and Social
Change. Journal of Neurosurgery, 130(4),
1055-1064. https://
doi.org/10.3171/2017.11.JNS171500.

Dossey, B. M., William E. R, and Deva-Marie
Beck. "Nursing and the sustainable develop-
ment goals: From Nightingale to now." AJN
The American Journal of Nursing 119, no. 5
(2019): 44-49.

DOI: 10.1097/01.NAJ.0000557912.35398.

First WFNS Global Neurosurgery Conference
proceedings, viewed 16 February 2025,
https://wfns.org/WFNSData/Uploads/files/
ThePeshawarStatement-

FutureofGlobalNeurosurgery.pdf

Gupta, S., Corley, J., Ghotme, K. A., Nahed,
B., Drummond, K., Hutchinson, P., ... & Ros-
seau, G. (2025). The Boston Declaration
2025: Plan and Pledges for Progress in Glob-
al Neurosurgery. World Neurosurgery, 193,
104-107. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.wneu.2024.10.063.

Inshutiyimana, S., Uwishema, O., Ramadan,
N., Ghanem, L., Al Maaz, Z., Mukamitari, V.,
... & Mshaymesh, S. (2025). The importance
of neurosurgical nursing in low-and middle-
income countries—a critical review. Annals of
Medicine and Surgery, 87(2), 720-724.

DOI: 10.1097/MS9.0000000000002910.

Meara, J. G., Leather, A. J., Hagander, L., Al-
kire, B. C., Alonso, N., Ameh, E. A,, ... & Yip,
W. (2015). Global Surgery 2030: Evidence
and solutions for achieving health, welfare,
and economic development. The Lancet, 386
(9993), 569-624. DOI: 10.1016/S0140-6736

(15)60160-X.

Ohri, U., Nirisha P, L., Poreddi, V., Manju-
natha, N., Kumar C, N., & BadaMath, S.
(2022). Dual Clinical Collaborator: A Prag-
matic Role of nurses from developing coun-
tries. Investigacion y Educacion en Enfer-
meria, 40(2). https://doi.org/10.17533/
udea.iee.v40n2e01

Park, K. B., Johnson, W. D., & Dempsey, R.
J. (2016). Global neurosurgery: The unmet
need. World Neurosurgery, 88, 32-35. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.wneu.2015.12.048

Rosseau, G., Johnson, W. D., Park, K. B.,
Hutchinson, P. J., Lippa, L., Andrews, R., ...
& Garcia, R. M. (2020). Global Neurosurgery:
Continued momentum at the 72nd World
Health Assembly. Journal of Neurosur-

gery, 132(4), 1256-1260. https://
doi.org/10.3171/2019.11.JNS191823

Savion, |., Porat, N., & Shoshan, Y. (2013).
Establishing the position of neurosurgery
nurse coordinator as a catalyst for advancing
quality of care in a tertiary hospital in Isra-

11


https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/catalog/sample-chapters/2024_neurosciencess4e_chapters.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/catalog/sample-chapters/2024_neurosciencess4e_chapters.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/catalog/sample-chapters/2024_neurosciencess4e_chapters.pdf
https://www.nursingworld.org/globalassets/catalog/sample-chapters/2024_neurosciencess4e_chapters.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3171/2017.11.JNS171500
https://doi.org/10.3171/2017.11.JNS171500
https://wfns.org/WFNSData/Uploads/files/ThePeshawarStatement-FutureofGlobalNeurosurgery.pdf
https://wfns.org/WFNSData/Uploads/files/ThePeshawarStatement-FutureofGlobalNeurosurgery.pdf
https://wfns.org/WFNSData/Uploads/files/ThePeshawarStatement-FutureofGlobalNeurosurgery.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wneu.2024.10.063
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wneu.2024.10.063
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60160-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60160-X
https://doi.org/10.17533/udea.iee.v40n2e01
https://doi.org/10.17533/udea.iee.v40n2e01
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wneu.2015.12.048
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wneu.2015.12.048
https://doi.org/10.3171/2019.11.JNS191823
https://doi.org/10.3171/2019.11.JNS191823

Australasian Journal of Neuroscience Volume 35 @ Number 1 @ May 2025

el. Journal of Neuroscience Nursing, 45(5), Author Contributions: CRediT

E3-E12. Conceptualization: BG

doi:10.1097JNN.0b013e31829dba48. Investigation: BG, KM, AS, CC, LN, AS, SM
Writing— Original Draft: BG, KM, CC, AS,

Thango, N. S., Ceccato, G., Baticulon, R. E., LN, SM, MB

Garcia, R., Kolias, A., Shlobin, N. A., ... & Writing — Review and Editing: BG, KM, CC,

Borba, L. A. (2024). Education and Training LN, AS, SM, MB

in Global Neurosurgery: The Quest for Diver-

sity and Equitable Collabora- Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors

tions. Neurosurgery, 95(6), 1211-1222. declare that the article content was com-

DOI: 10.1227/neu.0000000000003123. posed in the absence of any commercial or fi-
nancial relationships that could be construed

WENS (2022): Report of the Global Neuro- as a potential conflict of interest.

surgery Committee - 17" WFNS Congress
Bogota (2022), viewed 18 February 2025,
https://wfns.org/newsletter/328.

Vet Inspired by p_atients.
A4 Driven by science.

UCB is a company with a commitment to patient value at
our core. As a global biopharmaceutical company, we are
focused on the discovery and development of innovative
medicines and solutions to create value for people living with
severe diseases of the immune and central nervous systems.

now and into the future. UCB is leveraging and growing
our capabilities to deliver value for specific patient
populations.

}% We aim to connect people impacted by severe diseases,

People are at the heart of everything we do, inspiring us,
driving our scientific discovery, and leading us to rethink
the patient experience. We work with stakeholders to
address the unmet needs of patients and caregivers;
helping them to achieve their goals and to live the lives
they want

UCB Australia Pty Ltd. (ABN 48 005 799 208) Level 1, 1155 Malvern Road, Malvern VIC 3144
Telephone: +61 (3) 9828 1800, Facsimile: +61 (3) 9828 1860. AU-DA-2500039 May 2025

12


https://wfns.org/newsletter/328

	Boston
	2025 AJoN May



