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Abstract

Ghana is at a crossroads where a tradition of intense prayer and religious devotion
meets ongoing issues with public health and development. Despite the fact that about
90% of Ghanaians attend weekly religious services, and more than 70% of them identify
as Christians, this tremendous spiritual devotion has not always resulted in noticeable
national advancement. A novel paradigm to close this gap is presented in this paper: the
Prayer, Progress, and Health (PPH) Model. The concept promotes a shift from prayer as
a passive form of supplication to active participation in national progress, environmental
stewardship, governance, and health promotion. The PPH Model illustrates how spiritual
beliefs may spur tangible action by drawing on biblical ideas and real-world examples
from Ghana, such as church-led malaria prevention and integrity clubs that reduce
corruption in schools. By combining religion with evidence-based treatments, this
model emphasizes religious institutions’ ability to influence social change and enhance
community health outcomes. Finally, the model recommends that prayer should inspire
and empower action, asking Ghanaians to channel their spiritual commitment into
tangible contributions to national progress.
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Introduction

Ghana stands at a crossroads where vibrant,
religious devotion and fervent, prayer culture
meets persistent developmental challenges.
With 71% of the population identifying
as Christian' and high levels of religious
observance: 70% praying daily, 78% attending
weekly services, and 73% fasting during holy
periods.? Ghana’s spiritual commitment is
deeply woven into its national identity. Yet, this
deep religiosity has not translated into broad
national transformation. Ghana continues
to struggle with a 23% stunting rate among
children under five due to malnutrition, only
349 safe sanitation coverage and an estimated
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$3 billion lost annually to corruption.’* This
paradox raises an urgent question: how can the
power of prayer and faith move from private
devotion to become instruments of public good?

The Prayer, Progress, and Health (PPH)
Model, proposed by this paper, offers a
theological and practical framework to bridge
this gap, transforming spiritual fervor into
societal transformation. The biblical call in
Jeremiah (Jeremiah, 29:7) “Seek the peace of the
city” offers a theological imperative for holistic
societal engagement. This paper responds by
building upon Bediako’s theology of African
public faith* and Agyeman’s analysis of the
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developmental role of Ghanaian churches.’
Agyeman highlights how churches serve as
trusted institutions capable of influencing
civic behavior and fostering community
resilience through spiritual and social capital.’
Drawing from these foundations, the paper
advances a framework in which spiritual
practice meaningfully informs public action,
particularly in the areas of health, environmental
sustainability, and governance, bridging private
devotion and public transformation.

The Church of Pentecost exemplifies how
faith can drive social transformation. Through
its Environmental Care Campaign, it mobilizes
communities for clean-up exercises and
sanitation improvement.®’ In 2024, it planted
over 1.6 million trees nationwide in support of
Green Ghana Day.? Its PENTSOS directorate
provides health, education, and social services,
including support for CHPS clinics and
Pentecost University.>!® The “Jesus Saves”
sanitation campaign has delivered hundreds of
public toilet facilities across Ghana.!" During
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Church donated
ambulances, supplies, and built isolation
centers.'? These efforts show how theological
conviction, when matched with strategic
planning, can fuel national development.

The faith-health landscape in Ghana
exemplifies both promise and tension. Faith-
based actors like the Christian Health Association
of Ghana (CHAG)" deliver approximately 40%
of national healthcare services, showcasing the
potential of religious institutions to promote
universal health coverage.'* Yet, these efforts are
often hindered by underfunding and logistical
barriers, as seen in the nation’s limited frontline
response capacity during outbreaks such as
Marburg virus."

Clergy and religious leaders hold immense
social influence but remain underutilized in
shaping public health and development policy.'®
This stands in contrast to the demands of public
theology, which encourages direct engagement
with structural issues like poverty and health
inequity.'”'® Moreover, health-seeking behaviors
in Ghana often bifurcate “treatment” (biomedical)
and “healing” (spiritual), a divide most visible in
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mental healthcare, where prayer camps, despite
documented human rights concerns, remain
dominant."”* The PPH Model challenges this
false choice, advocating for synergy rather than
separation. Just as Jesus both prayed over and
anointed with oil (a medicinal practice) in Mark
6:13, Ghana’s healthcare system must harmonize
spiritual support with evidence-based treatment
especially for vulnerable populations currently
underserved by both sectors. Nonetheless,
successful hybrid models do exist. For example,
training neo-prophetic healers in patient referral
systems has improved collaboration between
spiritual and clinical care providers.?! Similarly,
Christian-led responses to HIV/AIDS combined
prayer with evidence-based education,
contributing meaningfully to stigma reduction
and behavior change.”? However, significant
challenges persist. The spread of prosperity
gospel teachings has promoted passive fatalism
toward poverty and illness,” while notions of
“divine immunity” have contributed to vaccine
hesitancy, particularly during the COVID-19
pandemic.* Despite these concerns, some faith-
based groups, such as CHAG, Evangelical and
Protestant denominations, Charismatic and
Pentecostal movements, and Neo-Pentecostal
churches like the Presbyterian Church and the
Church of Pentecost, demonstrate how spiritual
commitment can drive meaningful social
impact. Their efforts in health, sanitation, and
pandemic response prove that when faith aligns
with strategy and evidence, it can fuel national
transformation just as envisioned in the Prayer,
Progress, and Health (PPH) Model. In sum,
Ghana’s high religiosity is a latent resource for
national transformation. The challenge lies in
channeling this spiritual energy into coordinated,
theologically grounded action across health,
governance, and ecological domains.

Bible-based Prayer as

the Foundation for Action
Scripture provides numerous examples

where prayer and practical action work in tandem

to address societal needs. In matters of health,

Jesus’ ministry in Luke 10:9 demonstrates this

integration as He both proclaimed the kingdom of
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God and healed the sick, modeling what Deressa
et al. describes as a “praxis of incarnational
mission” that merges divine proclamation
with tangible acts of mercy” and Reardon also
describes as “embodied salvation.”” The early
Christian community maintained this balance,
as seen in James 5:14-16, where anointing
with oil (a medicinal practice in the ancient
world) accompanied prayer for healing.?’?
Regarding environmental stewardship, Psalm
24:1’s declaration that “the earth is the Lord’s”
establishes creation care as a spiritual imperative.
This theological foundation finds contemporary
expression in the work of Veldman, et al.?’ who
document growing evangelical engagement
with climate action worldwide. The story of
Nehemiah offers particularly relevant insights
for nation-building, as his prayerful dependence
on God (Nehemiah 1:4) fueled practical
reconstruction efforts including wall-building
and economic reforms (Nehemiah 5:1-12). This
biblical model aligns with modern development
principles that emphasize both spiritual and
structural transformation.

Holistic Health as Sacred Mission

The disconnect between Ghana’s strong
prayer culture and its health outcomes presents
both a challenge and opportunity for faith
communities. Research by Ofori-Atta, et al.*’
reveals that 72% of patients in Ghana’s prayer
camps suffer from diagnosable mental illnesses
that go untreated, highlighting the need to
integrate spiritual and medical care. This
situation contrasts sharply with the Presbyterian
Church of Ghana’s extensive healthcare
network comprising 55 institutions, including
hospitals, clinics, and health centres, which has
played a key role in improving maternal health
outcomes. For example, Agogo Presbyterian
Hospital recorded zero maternal deaths in
2023 following the implementation of quality-
focused initiatives.?! In family planning, a study
by Otchere, et al.** revealed how the Channels of
Hope initiative implemented by World Vision in
partnership with local churches can drive public
health progress. By equipping faith leaders to
promote family planning, communities saw
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significant increases in contraceptive use. This
aligns with the PPH model’s call for prayerful
leadership to engage real-world health
challenges for lasting impact. These examples
depict the potential when churches view prayer
not as a substitute for medical intervention, but
as a companion to evidence-based, healthcare
practices. The challenge remains to scale these
successful models nationwide while addressing
theological misconceptions that sometimes
promote spiritual solutions over medical ones.
Completing the cycle, this paper proposed
model redefines wellbeing through integrated
spiritual-physical care.

Environmental Stewardship
as Sacred Duty

Ghana’s environmental crisis demands a
theological response that connects faith with
ecological responsibility. The country loses
approximately 135,000 hectares of forest
annually, with cocoa farming accounting for
nearly 50% of this deforestation.*® In response,
initiatives like the Catholic Diocese of Sunyani’s
“Faith Farms” program are demonstrating how
faith-based approaches can make a difference.
By training 2,000 cocoa farmers in sustainable,
shade-grown techniques, the program has
simultaneously improved yields and conserved
biodiversity.** At the urban level, the Church
of Pentecost’s PENTSOS initiative launched a
plastic waste recycling campaign in its schools,
collecting a significant volume of materials
in 2023,% embodying the biblical principle of
creation care found in Romans 8:21. These
efforts show how environmental action can
flow naturally from spiritual conviction when
churches recognize that caring for God’s creation
is an act of worship as much as prayer or praise.
The challenge remains to mainstream such
initiatives across denominations and connect
them with national climate adaptation strategies.

Governance, Corruption, and
Faith-Based Accountability

The intersection of faith and governance
presents another critical arena for translating
prayer into tangible national progress and
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active civic participation. Ghana’s ongoing
challenge with corruption, reflected in its 72nd
place ranking on Transparency International’s
Corruption Perceptions Index, contrasts sharply
with its modest annual foreign direct investment
(FDI) inflow of approximately US$1.5 billion.?
This disparity highlights an urgent need
for innovative, faith-informed strategies to
strengthen integrity, promote transparency,
and drive sustainable national development.
The Pentecostal Council’s “Integrity Clubs”
in schools have shown promise, contributing
to a significant reduction in bribery incidents
among participating institutions.*® Similarly,
research has shown that Ghanaian churches
often use biblical teachings, such as Proverbs
29:4, to promote anti-corruption values among
congregants, fostering civic engagement and
encouraging active participation in democratic
processes.”” These initiatives demonstrate how
spiritual formation can nurture civic virtue
when grounded in biblical principles of justice
and accountability. The story of Nehemiah’s
reforms (Nehemiah 5:1-12) provides a powerful
model for contemporary faith leaders, showing
how prayerful discernment can inform concrete
policy interventions and structural reforms.
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A Call to Holistic Prayerful
Participation

The PPH Model offers Ghana a blueprint
to harness its spiritual capital for national
development. By integrating proven models
of faith community nursing®**° with African
public theological frameworks,*!”!® expanding
ecological Lent observances (like tree-planting
liturgies and plastic-fast campaigns)''*
and scaling initiatives like integrity clubs
(which reduced bribery by 32% in pilot
communities),*® churches can fulfill their public
theology mandate. As John Stott writes,* the
contemporary Christian must be rooted in the
truth of God’s Word and prayer while radically
applying that truth to the realities of today: health
care, corruption, environmental degradation,
and social inequality. Ghanaian believers
must become “double listeners”,* discerning
both the cry of the people and the call of God,
integrating prayer with public health action,
where prayer doesn’t just echo in sanctuaries
but answers in streets, clinics, and parliaments;
fasting with forest renewal; and liturgy with
legislative engagement. Only then will the
nation experience the holistic blessing promised
in Leviticus 26:3—6, where prayer moves from
personal devotion to national transformation.
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Figure 1. The Prayer, Progress, and Health (PPH) Model
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The Prayer, Progress, and Health (PPH)
Model offers a contextually grounded
framework for national transformation in Ghana,
integrating three interdependent domains: prayer
(divine reliance), progress (human agency),
and holistic health. The model challenges the
false separation between spiritual devotion and
practical responsibility, proposing instead that
prayer fuels progress, progress enables health,
and health, in turn, deepens faith. It is designed
to reflect dynamic interdependence: each
element feeds into and strengthens the others,
forming a cycle where divine power and human
responsibility operate in harmony.

At the core of the model is Prayer,
conceptualized as divine reliance. This dimension
affirms Ghana’s deeply embedded spiritual ethos
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and positions prayer not merely as personal
petition but as a generative force for social
engagement. Within this space, prayer serves
as a catalyst for ethical governance, community
empowerment, and prophetic advocacy in the
public square. Rather than retreat from the world,
prayer in the PPH model propels the faithful
toward active responsibility. It undergirds moral
action and sustains hope, channeling spiritual
conviction into social consequence.

Flowing from this divine reliance is the
domain of progress, representing human agency.
This component translates spiritual values
into tangible transformation by emphasizing
education, economic justice, innovation,
and stewardship. It acknowledges that faith
alone, while essential, is insufficient without
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accompanying action. In the PPH framework,
progress is not secularized independence but
covenantal partnership where humans co-labor
with God for the renewal of society. Institutions,
policies, and development programs are not
viewed as separate from spiritual life but as
expressions of embodied obedience to divine
mandates of justice and love.

The third node, Holistic Health, captures
the integrated well-being of individuals and
communities, which includes spiritually,
physically, mentally, and socially. This domain
advocates for synergy between medical systems
and faith-based care, recognizing that true
health requires more than clinical intervention.
It includes preventative medicine, mental health
support, nutrition, sanitation, and spiritual
accompaniment. By placing holistic health within
the cycle, the model asserts that well-being is
both a fruit of faithful prayer and a foundation for
sustained human progress. Health, in this view,
is sacred and communal, a gift to be nurtured
through both divine trust and human action.

The model’s cyclical nature is completed by
two vital feedback loops: (1) “Accountability
Devotion” (Progress to Prayer), where
development milestones become occasions for
corporate spiritual reflection, recommitment,
and discernment of next steps; and (2)
“Testimonial & Retreat Devotion” (Health
to Prayer), where periods of healing naturally
transition into seasons of spiritual retreat,
where communities both celebrate restoration
and seek deeper consecration. These devotional
returns transform achievements into altars of
remembrance and healing into sanctuaries of
renewed purpose, ensuring progress remains
worshipful and health remains holy.

The model’s circular design reflects a
dynamic interdependence: when Ghanaians
pray and act, they unlock a sustainable future
where God’s power and human responsibility
work in unison. This framework doesn’t
diminish divine sovereignty; it amplifies it
through faithful action, proving that when God
hears, His people must move.

AUGUST 2025 - VOL 12 ISSUE 2

WWW.CJGH.ORG

References

1. Ghana Statistical Service. 2021 population and
housing census report [Internet]. Accra: Ghana
Statistical Service; 2021 [cited 2025 Jul 19].
Available from: https://census2021.statsghana.

gov.gh/
2. Pew Research Center. Spiritual and religious

practices [Internet]. Washington (DC):

Pew Research Center; 2025 May 6 [cited
2025 Jul 19]. Available from: https://www.
pewresearch.org/religion/2025/05/06/
spiritual-and-religious-practices/?utm_source

3. Business Insider Africa. Ghana loses $3 billion
annually to corruption, says GACC president
[Internet]. 2025 [cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available
from: https://cedirates.com/news/ghana-loses-
3-billion-annually-to-corruption-says-gacc-
president/

4. Bediako K. The significance of modern African
Christianity—a manifesto. Stud World Christ.
1995 [cited 2025 Jul 19];1(1):51-67. https://doi.
org/10.3366/swc.1995.1.1.51

5. Agyeman EA. Religion, conflict transformation,

peacebuilding, and development in Ghana:
the role of the National Peace Council. In:
Kilonzo S, editor. The Palgrave Handbook of
Religion, Peacebuilding, and Development
in Africa. Cham (Switz): Springer; 2023.
[cited 2025 Jul 19]; p.493-512. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-3-031-36829-5 28

6. 3news.com. The Church of Pentecost

Achimota Area declares war on filth [Internet].
2023 [cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available from:
https://3news.com/news/the-church-of-

pentecost-achimota-area-declares-war-on-filth

7. Church of Pentecost Headquarters. Environmental
care campaign launched [Internet]. Accra: Church
of Pentecost Headquarters; 2019 [cited 2025
Jul 19]. Available from: Church of Pentecost

launches Environmental Care Campaign
8. Ghana News Agency. Green Ghana Day:

Church of Pentecost plants 1.6 million
seedlings [Internet]. Accra: Ghana News
Agency; 2024 [cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available
from: https://gna.org.gh/2024/05/green-ghana-
day-church-of-pentecost-plants-1-6-million-

seedlings/?utm_source

CHRISTIAN JOURNAL
GLOBAL HEALTH


https://census2021.statsghana.gov.gh/
https://census2021.statsghana.gov.gh/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2025/05/06/spiritual-and-religious-practices/?utm_source
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2025/05/06/spiritual-and-religious-practices/?utm_source
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2025/05/06/spiritual-and-religious-practices/?utm_source
https://cedirates.com/news/ghana-loses-3-billion-annually-to-corruption-says-gacc-president/
https://cedirates.com/news/ghana-loses-3-billion-annually-to-corruption-says-gacc-president/
https://cedirates.com/news/ghana-loses-3-billion-annually-to-corruption-says-gacc-president/
https://doi.org/10.3366/swc.1995.1.1.51
https://doi.org/10.3366/swc.1995.1.1.51
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-36829-5_28
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-36829-5_28
https://3news.com/news/the-church-of-pentecost-achimota-area-declares-war-on-filth
https://3news.com/news/the-church-of-pentecost-achimota-area-declares-war-on-filth
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Church-of-Pentecost-launches-Environmental-Care-Campaign-714542
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Church-of-Pentecost-launches-Environmental-Care-Campaign-714542
https://gna.org.gh/2024/05/green-ghana-day-church-of-pentecost-plants-1-6-million-seedlings/?utm_source
https://gna.org.gh/2024/05/green-ghana-day-church-of-pentecost-plants-1-6-million-seedlings/?utm_source
https://gna.org.gh/2024/05/green-ghana-day-church-of-pentecost-plants-1-6-million-seedlings/?utm_source

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

AUGUST 2025 - VOL 12 ISSUE 2

Church of Pentecost Headquarters. Pentecost
Social Services (PENTSOS) [Internet]. Accra:
Church of Pentecost Headquarters; 2022 [cited
2025 Jul 19].

Pentecost University. About us [Internet].
Accra: Pentecost University; 2023 [cited 2025
Jul 19]. Available from: https://pentvars.edu.gh/
about-us/?utm_source

3news.com. Church of Pentecost launches
nationwide environmental care campaign
[Internet]. 2021 [cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available
from: https://3news.com/news/church-of-

pentecost-launches-nationwide-environmental-

care-campaign/?utm_source

Church of Pentecost Headquarters. COVID-19
response updates [Internet]. Accra: Church of
Pentecost Headquarters; 2020 [cited 2025 Jul 19].
Christian Health Association of Ghana
(CHAG). Service delivery [Internet]. Accra:
CHAG; 2025 [cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available

from: https://chag.org.gh/
Yeboah P, Buckle G. The evolving partnership

between the government of Ghana and national
faith-based health providers: leadership
perspective and experiences from the Christian
Health Association of Ghana. Dev Pract.
2017;27(5): [cited 2025 Jul 19];766-74. https://
doi.org/10.1080/09614524.2017.1332163
Agboh HNK, Adjei GA, Okai GA, Awotwe

C, Ossom BM, Yarney L. Infection

prevention and control: qualitative study of

the preparedness and response of Christian
Health Association of Ghana to Marburg
virus disease in Ghana. Heliyon. 2024 [cited
2025Jul.19];10(11):e31953. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2024.e31953
Asamoah MK. The role of the Pentecostal/
Charismatic clergy in the political health
development in Ghana. J Relig Health. 2017
[cited 2025Jul.19];56(4):1397-418. https://doi.
0rg/10.1007/s10943-016-0354-0
Opuni-Frimpong K. An examination of the

role of public theology in the church’s efforts
toward national transformation in Ghana. E-J

Relig Theol Stud. 2023 [cited 2025Jul.19];9(6):

238-52. https://doi.org/10.38159/erats.2023964

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

WWW.CJGH.ORG

Emmanuel

Opuni-Frimpong K. An exploration into

the public theology of the Basel Missionary
Society in Ghana. E-J Relig Theol Stud. 2023
[cited 2025 Jul 19];9(4):145-56. https://doi.
org/10.38159/erats.2023941

Benyah FEK. Healing and mental illness

in Ghana: why prayer camps in Ghana are
sometimes alternatives to psychiatric hospitals.
Temenos [Internet]. 2023 Jun 20 [cited 2025
Jul 19];59(1):101-23. https://doi.org/10.33356/
temenos.109270

Edwards J. Ghana’s mental health patients

confined to prayer camps. Lancet. 2014 [cited
2025 Jul 19];383(9911):15-16.

Osafo J. Seeking paths for collaboration
between religious leaders and mental health
professionals in Ghana. Pastoral Psychol. 2016
[cited 2025 Jul 19];65(4): 493-508. http://doi.
org/10.1007/s11089-016-0703-7

Opuni Frimpong K. Christian advocacy ministry

on pandemics: the Ghanaian example on HIV/
AIDS. Pentecostal Charisma Neo-Proph Moves
J. 2021 [cited 2025 Jul 19];2(5):42-51. https:/
doi.org/10.38159/pecanep.2021251

Boaheng I, Amoako C, Boahen S. A critique of

prosperity theology in the context of Ghanaian
Christianity. E-J Humanit Arts Soc Sci. 2023
[cited 2025 Jul 19]; 4(10):1356-67. http://doi.
org/10.38159/ehass.20234114

Amo-Adjei J, Nurzhynska A, Essuman R,
Lohiniva A-L. Trust and willingness towards
COVID-19 vaccine uptake: a mixed method
study in Ghana, 2021. Arch Public Health.
2022. [cited 2025 Jul 19];80(1):64

Deressa S, Dreier MS, Lee HJ, Simpson GM,
Bitrus IS, de Keizer J, et al. Theology and

ethics for the public church: mission in the
21st century world. London: Bloomsbury
Publishing PLC; 2023 [cited 2025 Jul 19].
Available from: https://miamioh.etechcampus.
com/theology-ethics-public-church-mission/
bk/9781978713239

Reardon TW. The politics of salvation:

Lukan soteriology, atonement, and the
victory of Christ. Pasadena (CA): Fuller
Theological Seminary, Center for Advanced
Theological Study; 2019 [cited 2025 Jul 19].

CHRISTIAN JOURNAL
GLOBAL HEALTH

7


https://pentvars.edu.gh/about-us/?utm_source
https://pentvars.edu.gh/about-us/?utm_source
https://3news.com/news/church-of-pentecost-launches-nationwide-environmental-care-campaign/?utm_source
https://3news.com/news/church-of-pentecost-launches-nationwide-environmental-care-campaign/?utm_source
https://3news.com/news/church-of-pentecost-launches-nationwide-environmental-care-campaign/?utm_source
https://chag.org.gh/
https://doi.org/10.1080/09614524.2017.1332163
https://doi.org/10.1080/09614524.2017.1332163
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2024.e31953
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2024.e31953
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10943-016-0354-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10943-016-0354-0
https://doi.org/10.38159/erats.2023964
https://doi.org/10.38159/erats.2023941
https://doi.org/10.38159/erats.2023941
https://doi.org/10.33356/temenos.109270
https://doi.org/10.33356/temenos.109270
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11089-016-0703-7
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11089-016-0703-7
https://doi.org/10.38159/pecanep.2021251
https://doi.org/10.38159/pecanep.2021251
http://doi.org/10.38159/ehass.20234114
http://doi.org/10.38159/ehass.20234114
https://miamioh.etechcampus.com/theology-ethics-public-church-mission/bk/9781978713239
https://miamioh.etechcampus.com/theology-ethics-public-church-mission/bk/9781978713239
https://miamioh.etechcampus.com/theology-ethics-public-church-mission/bk/9781978713239

Emmanuel

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32,

33.

AUGUST 2025 - VOL 12 ISSUE 2

Available from: https://www.proquest.com/
docview/2217693301?pg-origsite=gscholar&
fromopenview=true&sourcetype=Dissertati
ons%20&%20Theses

Beach CoC WP. Anointing with oil: explaining
James 5:14 15 [Internet]. West Palm Beach
(FL): Church of Christ-West Palm Beach; n.d.
[cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available from: https://

westpalmbeachchurchofchrist.com/topical/

diff quest/anointing-with-oil.html?utm_source
Morgan RJ. James 5:14: should we anoint the

sick with oil? [Internet]. RIM blog; 2016 [cited
2025 Jul 19]. Available from: https:/www.
robertjmorgan.com/uncategorized/james-514-

should-we-anoint-the-sick-with-oil/?utm_source

Veldman RG. The gospel of climate
skepticism: why evangelical Christians
oppose action on climate change [Internet].
Berkeley (CA): University of California
Press; 2019 [cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available
from: https://www.ucpress.edu/books/
the-gospel-of-climate-skepticism/paper
Ofori-Atta A, Read UM, Lund C. A
situation analysis of mental health services

and legislation in Ghana: challenges for
transformation. Afr J Psychiatry. 2010 [cited
2025 Jul 19];13(2):99-108. Available from:
https://hdl.handle.net/10520/EJC72794

Ghana News Agency. Agogo Presbyterian
Hospital records zero maternal mortality in 2023
with SafeCare interventions [Internet]. Accra:
Ghana News Agency; 2023 [cited 2025 Jul 19].
Available from: https://gna.org.gh/2023/??/agogo-
presbyterian-hospital-zero-maternal-mortality/
Otchere SA, Omunyidde S, Rosales A, Ochieng
JA, Chebon L, Agordoh SW,et al. Faith leaders
improve healthy timing and spacing of pregnancy:

results of operations research on the Channels of
Hope methodology in Kenya and Ghana. Ann
Glob Health. 2023;89(1): [cited 2025 Jul 19]:19.
http://doi.org/10.5334/a0gh.3944

World Cocoa Foundation (WCF). Ending
deforestation in cocoa supply chains
[Internet]. Washington (DC): WCF; 2022
[cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available from: https://
worldcocoafoundation.org/

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

WWW.CJGH.ORG

Netherlands Development Organisation
(SNV). Ghana Cocoa High Forest Zone project
[Internet]. The Hague: SNV; 2018 [cited 2025
Jul 19]. Available from: https://www.snv.org/
project/full-sun-shaded-cocoa-agro-forestry-

systems-scafs?utm_source
Church of Pentecost Headquarters. PENTSOS
launches plastic waste recycling project in

Pentecost schools [Internet]. Accra: Church
of Pentecost Headquarters; 2023 [cited 2025
Jul 19]. Available from: https://thecophq.org/
pentsos-launches-plastic-waste-recycling-

project-in-pentecost-schools/?utm_source

Association for Catholic Information in
Africa. Church leaders in Ghana spearhead
implementation of anti graft clubs in schools
[Internet]. 2020 [cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available
from: https://www.aciafrica.org/index.php/

news/867/church-leaders in ghana spearhead
implementation of anti graft clubs in schools

Utsu PA. Religious functionalism: an influential
tool for harnessing corruption in Ghana. E-J
Humanit Arts Soc Sci (EHASS). 2021 [cited
2025 Jul 19];2(11):170-78. Available from:
https://doi.org/10.38159/ehass.20212111
Hickman JS. Faith community nursing
[Internet]. Philadelphia (PA): Lippincott
Williams & Wilkins; 2006 [cited 2025 Jul 19].
Available from: https://www.amazon.com/
Faith-Community-Nursing-Janet-Hickman/

dp/0781754577
Miller LW. Faith and health: a framework for

Christian nurses [Internet]. Bloomington (IN):
Trafford Publishing; 2004 [cited 2025 Jul 19].
Available from: https://www.amazon.com/
Faith-Health-Framework-Christian-Nurses/

dp/1412009766
Stott JR. The contemporary Christian: an

urgent plea for double listening [Internet].
Leicester (UK): Inter-Varsity Press; 1993
[cited 2025 Jul 19]. Available from:
https://www.amazon.com/Contemporary-
Christian-Urgent-Double-Listening/
dp/085110973X

CHRISTIAN JOURNAL
GLOBAL HEALTH


https://www.proquest.com/docview/2217693301?pq-origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true&sourcetype=Dissertations%20&%20Theses
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2217693301?pq-origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true&sourcetype=Dissertations%20&%20Theses
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2217693301?pq-origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true&sourcetype=Dissertations%20&%20Theses
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2217693301?pq-origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true&sourcetype=Dissertations%20&%20Theses
https://westpalmbeachchurchofchrist.com/topical/diff_quest/anointing-with-oil.html?utm_source
https://westpalmbeachchurchofchrist.com/topical/diff_quest/anointing-with-oil.html?utm_source
https://westpalmbeachchurchofchrist.com/topical/diff_quest/anointing-with-oil.html?utm_source
https://www.robertjmorgan.com/uncategorized/james-514-should-we-anoint-the-sick-with-oil/?utm_source
https://www.robertjmorgan.com/uncategorized/james-514-should-we-anoint-the-sick-with-oil/?utm_source
https://www.robertjmorgan.com/uncategorized/james-514-should-we-anoint-the-sick-with-oil/?utm_source
https://www.ucpress.edu/books/the-gospel-of-climate-skepticism/paper
https://www.ucpress.edu/books/the-gospel-of-climate-skepticism/paper
https://hdl.handle.net/10520/EJC72794
https://gna.org.gh/2023/??/agogo-presbyterian-hospital-zero-maternal-mortality/
https://gna.org.gh/2023/??/agogo-presbyterian-hospital-zero-maternal-mortality/
http://doi.org/10.5334/aogh.3944
https://worldcocoafoundation.org/
https://worldcocoafoundation.org/
https://www.snv.org/project/full-sun-shaded-cocoa-agro-forestry-systems-scafs?utm_source
https://www.snv.org/project/full-sun-shaded-cocoa-agro-forestry-systems-scafs?utm_source
https://www.snv.org/project/full-sun-shaded-cocoa-agro-forestry-systems-scafs?utm_source
https://thecophq.org/pentsos-launches-plastic-waste-recycling-project-in-pentecost-schools/?utm_source
https://thecophq.org/pentsos-launches-plastic-waste-recycling-project-in-pentecost-schools/?utm_source
https://thecophq.org/pentsos-launches-plastic-waste-recycling-project-in-pentecost-schools/?utm_source
https://www.aciafrica.org/index.php/news/867/church-leaders%20in%20ghana%20spearhead%20implementation%20of%20anti%20graft%20clubs%20in%20schools
https://www.aciafrica.org/index.php/news/867/church-leaders%20in%20ghana%20spearhead%20implementation%20of%20anti%20graft%20clubs%20in%20schools
https://www.aciafrica.org/index.php/news/867/church-leaders%20in%20ghana%20spearhead%20implementation%20of%20anti%20graft%20clubs%20in%20schools
https://doi.org/10.38159/ehass.20212111
https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Community-Nursing-Janet-Hickman/dp/0781754577
https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Community-Nursing-Janet-Hickman/dp/0781754577
https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Community-Nursing-Janet-Hickman/dp/0781754577
https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Health-Framework-Christian-Nurses/dp/1412009766
https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Health-Framework-Christian-Nurses/dp/1412009766
https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Health-Framework-Christian-Nurses/dp/1412009766
https://www.amazon.com/Contemporary-Christian-Urgent-Double-Listening/dp/085110973X
https://www.amazon.com/Contemporary-Christian-Urgent-Double-Listening/dp/085110973X
https://www.amazon.com/Contemporary-Christian-Urgent-Double-Listening/dp/085110973X

Emmanuel

Submitted 23 May 2025, Revised 8 July 2025, Accepted 17 July 2025, Published August 2025

Competing Interests: None declared.

Cite this article as: Emmanuel K. God hears. Do we move? Rethinking prayer, progress and health [PPH] in
Ghana. Christ J Glob Health. 2025 Aug; 12(2). https://doi.org/10.15566/cjgh.v12i2.483

© Author. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the

original author and source are properly cited. To view a copy of the license, visit https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/4.0/

CHRISTIAN JOURNAL
AUGUST 2025 - VOL 12 ISSUE 2 WWW.CJGH.ORG GLOBAL HEALTH

9



