POET’S PEN

BE AN EXPATRIATE FOR A WEEK

(Ad in a Writers’ Journal)

Monday
You've come to reap the blessings of escape,

the sun, the sea, this whitewashed village street.

Tuesday
The country you left is a subtle measure

making everything you see exotic.

Wednesday
The locals welcome you into their shops.

You know they’ll like you if you keep on smiling.

Thursday
Cops and waiters look at you askance,

underneath their silence endless questions.

Friday
You can’t explain their little roadside shrines,

why amid Aleppo pines you're crying.

Saturday
The landscapes you once knew, the ocean’s pounding—

memories inside your head expanding.

Sunday
Blessed be the writer now returning

to his room for another midday nap.

—Don Schofield

AIIOAHMOX I'TA MIA BAOMAAA

(Aelavra drapnuions oe Aoyoteyviko mepLodiko otny Auepixi)

Aevtépa

"HpBeg va dpéwelg Tig apveg TG UYNG,
TOV |A10, TN BGA00G0, TO 0GPECTOUEVO GOKAKL TOV YWPLOD.

Tpity
Me p€tpo GhOYKPLoNG TN XDPO. TOV APNCES oW,

0,TL KL oV PAETELS YOP® GOV OVTALEL EEMTIKO.

Tetapty
O vtomiot og Kahmcopilovv ota poyadid Toug.

Eépelg 01t Ba 6g cuumaBolV 660 deV TAVELS VO YOUOYEAGS.

Tléumty
Actupolakeg Kol 6EpPLTOPOL G KOITOVV KOAG-KOAG.

[Micw am’ T 1T TOVG OUETPNTO EPOTILLOTIKGL.

THopookeon
Agv xatarafaivels yiati vapyovy OG0 eKKANGAKL 6TV Gicpn
TV OPOLL®V

KoL Y10, KATO o’ T yotomeAayitika Tevka, dokpOlels.

2afpozo
To tomia Ta YveoTd GOV, 0 WKEAVOS TOL BpuydTol —

ol ovapVIoELS va peyeBhvovtatl oAoéva LEGH GTO HLOAO GOV.
Koproxn
Evioynuévog o cuyypapéag mov Tdpa ETGTPEPEL

670 OWUATIO TOV Yo Eva aKOO. LECT|LEPLOVO VITVEKO.

(uetappaon: Tovie Kofoiévko)

Don Schofield is a poet, nonfiction writer, and teacher who lives in Thessaloniki, Greece. He was born in Nevada, raised in
California, and holds an M.F.A. from the University of Montana. He has lived and worked in Greece for more than 30 years.

His poems have appeared in many important literary journals, and his latest book is In Lands Imagination Favors (Dos Madres
Press, 2014). An earlier version of “Be an Expatriate for a Week” appeared in the online poetry journal, Poeticanet. The Greek
translation is included because the Greek language is integral to Schofield’s daily life in Thessaloniki and bears on the way the
poet imagined the experience.
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