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retention of such bill by the drawee unless its return has been demanded, will
not amount to an acceptance; and provided further that the provisions of
this section shall not apply to checks.”

The prévisions of § 137 of NIL were eliminated in the UCC. Under
this code, with no exceptions, acceptance must be in writing,'® although
a drawee will be liable to a holder in conversion if the drawee refuses on
demand to return the bill.*®° Mere retention of an instrument, voluntarily
delivered, without a demand for return, constitutes neither an acceptance
nor a conversion.

KenNNETH F. Jo¥cE

Negotiable Instruments—Stop Payment—Notice to the Payee.—Na-
tional Boulevard Bank of Chicage v. Schwartz.!—Plaintiff bank received
a stop payment order from the drawer on a check issued to the defendant.
Drawer sent a similar notice to the defendant payee. Prior to its receipt
the defendant indorsed the check “for deposit only” and deposited it in
his checking account in his own bank. Plaintiff bank negligently cleared
the check for payment and so notified the payee’s bank, which on the same
day permitted a withdrawal of substantially all the money represented by
the check. Later the same day after the withdrawal the plaintiff notified
the payee’s bank of the mistake. The plaintiff having made the proper
adjustment in the drawer’s account brings this action in the United States
District Court for the Southern District of New York to recover the amount
from the payee.?

In granting the plaintiff’s motion for summary judgment, the court
held that where the payee of a check has knowledge that the drawer has
stopped payment, but nevertheless accepts payment made as a result of
the drawee’s negligence in clearing the check, the payee is liable to the
drawee on the grounds that under a restrictive indorsement the payee's
bank is only an agent for the purpose of collection, In such a relationship
the knowledge of the payee would preclude him from keeping the money,

A drawer may stop payment of a check prior to certification or pay-
ment.® Since the check does not operate as an assignment of the drawer’s
funds in the bank, the drawee is not liable to the holder prior to acceptance
or certification* A drawee who has paid a check after a stop payment

19 gCC § 3-410.
20 JCC § 3-019.

1 175 F. Supp. 74 (S.D.N.Y, 1059).

2 Federal jurisdiction was based on diversity of citizenship.

3 UCC § 4-403(1); Beutel, Brannon’s Negotiable Instruments Law, § 189 (6th ed.
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order, not only is precluded from charging the drawer’s account, but also
from recovering the amount paid to a bona fide holder.t

The same result does not follow when the payee as a holder has re-
ceived payment after notice of the stop payment order.® The NIL § 88,
states: “Payment is made in due course when it is made at or after the
maturity of the instrument to the holder thereof in good faith and without
notice that his title is defective.”” It would seem that as a matter of policy
the payee should not be able to reap the benefits of the bank’s mistake when
he has knowledge of the error. He is not harmed in any way since he could
not claim any change in position in reliance upon the bank’s payment,

The relation between the payee and the payee’s bank is one to be de-
termined by the intention of the parties.® A restrictive indorsement will
preserve title to the paper in the depositor; and in such a case the bank acts
merely as an agent of the depositor for the purpose of collection rather than
becoming a helder in due course.” New York hy statute construes an in-
dorsement “for deposit only” as restrictive.'® The court in the principal
case decided in accordance with the New York statute and the weight of
authority.'* Since the bank is deemed to be a collecting agent under New
York law, it did not become the owner of the note. The payee by virtue of
his knowledge has not the right to retain the money paid to him by his agent.

Allowing the plaintiff in this action to recover restores all parties to
their original position. The drawer has his money, both banks are whole, and
the defendant still has a right of action against the drawer for stopping pay-
ment of the check. It is the drawer who should bear the conseguences, if
any, of his stop payment action rather than the drawee bank. In this case
the court followed well established principles in arriving at a just and
equitable determination, LawreNcE A. KLINGER
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