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2. Participatory budgeting – implementation and sustainability 
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Sustainability factors 
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Size of the municipality 

Financial condition of the municipality 
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Funds for participatory budgeting 
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3. Methodology 
 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Urban centres Size  PB started  

PB 

terminated 

(if)  

Amount for PB as 

a share of total 

budget 

Brno 400 566 2017 - 
0.15% - 0.21% 

České Budějovice 97 377 2020 - 
0.19% - 0.38% 

Hradec Králové 93 906 2024 - 
0.33% 

Jihlava 53 986 - - 
- 

Karlovy Vary 49 353 - - 
- 

Liberec 107 982 2021 - 
0.19-0.24% 

Olomouc 102 293 - - 
- 

Ostrava* 284 765 2016, 2020 - 
- 

Pardubice** 92 362 2024 - 
- 
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Plzeň *** 185 599 

2020, 2023, 

2024 - 

- 

Ústí nad Labem 91 342 2024 - 
0.05% 

Zlín 255 2020 - 
0.33%-0.43% 

* Participatory projects in Ostrava are only operational in three districts, namely 
Ostrava-South (since 2016), Ostrava-Poruba (since 2016) and Moravská Ostrava and 
Přívoz (since 2020), and have not yet been introduced in the remaining districts. Each 
district has different conditions, deadlines, and amounts, so it is impossible to assess 

Ostrava as a whole. 
** Only the Pardubice 5 urban district; the remaining districts do not have 

participatory budgets. 
*** In Plzeň, three districts are involved in participatory budgets (Plzeň 1 from 2024, 

Plzeň 3 from 2023 and Plzeň 4 from 2020)  

Urban centres Size  PB started  PB 

terminated 

(if)  

Amount for PB as 

a share of total 

budget 

Banská Bystrica 77 719 2014 - 0.03%-0.05% 

Košice - Sídlisko 

KVP* 

21 763 2020 2024 0.77%-1.10% 

Košice - Západ* 36 779 2019 - 2.28%-3.32% 

Nitra 76 028 2018 2021 0.06%-0.13% 

Prešov 84 824 2024 - n.a. 

Trenčín** 54 679 - - - 

Trnava 63 803 2016 2020 0.07-0.08% 

Žilina*** 82 656 - - - 

* Košice, as a regional city, has 239 171 inhabitants, but only these two districts have 
implemented PB. One of them (KVP), due to non-payment of share taxes from the city of 

Košice and poor financial situation at the beginning of 2024, suspended the implementation 
of projects in 2024 by resolution of the local council. In the same way, the whole 

participatory budgeting has been suspended; no new edition was announced in 2024. 
** Trenčín, as a municipality, has not implemented PB, but the Trenčín region has had PB 
running since 2017; in this regional PB, all legal entities, individuals, NGOs, and even local 

governments with a seat in the Trenčín region can apply with a project proposal. 
*** Žilina states on the city’s website that they have a participatory budget; there are no 
further details. After e-mail communication with the city, it turned out that they conduct 

participation as follows: “We deal with citizens’ involvement and getting feedback in specific 
projects of the city through the city councillors, who are allocated funds (both current and 

capital expenditure), and within the framework of priorities they are also implemented. 
Another form of citizen involvement in projects is pre-announced meetings with citizens 

separately for each major project (e.g. revitalisation of inner blocks, squares, mobilities, and 
the like). There are also surveys and questionnaires with citizens, which the city addresses 
through its web portal https://zilina.sk/podnet/“ (Head of the Economic Department of the 

City of Žilina).  

https://zilina.sk/podnet/
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4. Results 
 

 
4.1 Trend developments in selected factors influencing 

participatory budgeting  
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4.2 Case studies of Brno and Banská Bystrica 

4.2.1 Participatory budgeting in Brno 
 
Introduction of innovation 

Year 

Amount of 

resources for 

project 

implementation 

(CZK million) 

Share of total 

city 

expenditure 

(%) 

Number of 

voters 

Share of 

voters in total 

city 

population 

(%) 

Number of 

project 

proposals 

submitted 

Number of 

projects 

forwarded to 

the ballot 

Number of 

projects 

approved 

2017 20 0.15 11 660 3.85 218 83 16 

2018 30 0.18 14 487 3.82 133 63 11 

2019 35 0.21 13 214 3.47 114 53 14 

2020 35 0.20 20 676 5.42 134 64 11 

2021 35 0.20 17 167 4.49 124 66 13 

2022 35 0.18 13 123 3.46 109 47 7 

2023 35 0.18 17 877 4.51 128 56 7 

2024 35 0.16 20 493 5.11 105 74 7 

Management and coordination 
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Submission of proposals 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 
Public meetings 
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Gaining legitimacy for proposals 

Judging projects 

Deliberation 
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Voting 

Implementation of selected proposals 

 
4.2.2 Participatory budgeting in Banská Bystrica 
 
Introduction of innovation 
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Year 

Amount of 

resources for 

project 

implementation 

(EUR) 

Share of 

total city 

expenditure 

(%) 

Number of 

voters 

Share of voters 

in total city 

population (%) 

Number of 

project 

proposals 

submitted 

Number of 

projects 

forwarded to 

the ballot 

Number of 

projects 

approved 

2014 € 19 713  0.04% 382 0.48% 31  4 

2015 € 19 343 0.04% 512 0.65% 17  5 

2016 € 20 000  0.04% 505 0.64% 12  4 

2017 € 30 000  0.05% 740 0.94% 

 

18  6 

2018 € 40 000  0.05% 434 0.55% 8  8 

2019 € 40 000  0.06% 737 0.94% 16  4 

2020 € 40 000  0.06% 916 1.18% 15 9 4 

2021 € 40 000  0.05% 865 1.11% 8  4 

2022 € 40 000  0.04% 1 110 1.43% 7  4 

2023-

2024 € 40 000  0.03% 2 500 3.22% 9 9 4 

2024-

2025 € 40 000  0.04% 2 100 2.70% 13 11 4 

Management and coordination 

- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

 
Submission of proposals 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Assessment of proposals 
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Deliberation 

Public meetings 

Voting 

 

 

 

 
Implementation of supported projects 
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5. Discussion and conclusion 
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