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1. Introduction 
 

“In times when there is a shortage of funds, it makes no sense to 

support professional sports clubs entirely at the state’s expense. 

Billions of tenge from the state budget and quasi-state companies are 

being spent inefficiently. Priority should be given to mass sports, 

physical education and, of course, to children. In each region, sports 

facilities should be opened in large district centres. We also need to 

resume the activity of ‘children’s clubs’, where representatives of the 

young generation can learn the basics of creativity and handicraft. 

Modern realities can be so dangerous for children: their energy and 

curiosity need, therefore, to be guided in the right direction. After all, 

children are the future of our country. This will be a criterion by 

which we will evaluate the work of governors” (President of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan, 2020). 
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2. Theoretical framework of public policymaking 
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3. Empirical study: the сase of Artsport 
 

 
3.1. Research methods and materials 
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3.2 Agenda-Setting  
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3.3 Policy Formulation 
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3.4 Policy Legitimation  
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No. Name Description 

Methodology  

1 “The methodology of per capita financing for the 
state arts order” was approved by the Order of the 

Minister of Culture and Sports of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan dated April 27, 2021, No. 113 

(Adilet,2021b). 
“The methodology of per capita financing for the 

state sports order” was approved by the Order of 

the Minister of Culture and Sports of the Republic 

of Kazakhstan dated April 27, 2021, No. 119 
(Adilet,2021c). 

 

The methodology for per capita financing of the state 
creative order was developed per the “Law on 

Culture” and “Law on Physical Culture and Sports”, 

which outline a unified approach to calculating the per 

capita standard for financing the state arts and sports 
orders. These legal documents cover the list of 50 

arts (painting, dancing, singing, ballet, and the like) 

and 64 sports sessions (judo, karate, boxing, tennis, 

and the like). This methodology specifies three main 
criteria for selecting service providers: quality 

standards, infrastructure requirements and training 

requirements. 

Selection 

2 “The rules for placing a state order on arts 

sessions for children, youth and their functioning” 
were approved by the Minister’s Order for Culture 

and Sports of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 

April 28, 2021, No. 122 (Adilet,2021a). 

“The rules for placing a state order on sports 
sessions for children, youth and their functioning” 

were approved by the Minister’s Order for Culture 

and Sports of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated 

April 27, 2021, No. 120 (Adilet,2021d). 

Placing an order for arts or sports classes for children 

and youth includes the following steps: 

1) registration on the ArtSport platform; 

2) selection of service suppliers; 

3) booking a place in arts and sports classes. 

The online operator processes all bookings and 

registrations subject to approval and confirmation. 

Financing 

3 “The rules of per capita financing for art sessions 

for children and youth" were approved by the 
Order of the Minister of Culture and Sports of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan dated April 28, 2021, No. 

123 (Adilet,2021e). 

“The rules of per capita financing for sports 
sessions for children and youth” were approved by 

the Order of the Minister of Culture and Sports of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan dated April 27, 2021, 

No. 121 (Adilet,2021f).  

According to these rules, service providers should 

send the ArtSport operator an electronic report about 
the implementation of state orders. The report should 

include an attendance sheet of all participating 

children and scanned copies of their documents. 

Every child’s attendance sheet should be signed by 
their legal representative (parent or guardian) using 

an electronic digital signature, or it should be 

confirmed through their account, or using a short text 

message to a subscribed number. Upon receipt of the 
report, the operator will make payment within seven 

working days. 

Ranking 

4 “The rules for determining the ranking of art clubs 

for children and youth” were approved by the 
Order of the Minister of Culture and Sports of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan dated April 27, 2021, No. 

111 (Rules for determining the rating of art 

sections for children and youth approved by Order 
of the Minister of Culture and Sports of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan, 2021). 

“The rules for determining the ranking of sports 

clubs for children and youth” were approved by the 
Order of the Minister of Culture and Sports of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan dated April 27, 2021, No. 

112 (Rules for determining the rating of sports 

sections for children and youth approved by Order 

of the Minister of Culture and Sports of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, 2021). 

The Government introduced new rules outlining the 

overall ranking process for arts clubs to increase 
competition among service suppliers. The same 

ranking rules are applied to sports clubs as well in 

order to determine the quality and popularity of 

service providers. 
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3.5 Policy Implementation 
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3.6 Policy Evaluation  
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№ The existing issue Measure taken by the 
Government to rectify 
the situation 

Responsible public 
organization  

1 Technical shortcomings of 
“Artsport.kz” platform 

Allowed regions to 
choose their own 
information platform 

Ministry of Culture and Sports 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

2 Embezzlement and 
corruption scandals 

The leadership and 
officials of the 
responsible public 
organization are under 
the lawsuit 

Anti-corruption Agency, 
General Prosecutor's Office of 
Kazakhstan 

3 Lack of funds for the 
implementation of 
ArtSport 

 

The number of vouchers 
and types of sports and 
arts activities were 
reduced. 

Local municipal governments 

4 All-inclusive scope of 
target users 

No measure is taken The Government, Ministry of 
Culture and Sports of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan 

• 

• 

• 
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№ Corruption type Causes  Mitigation measures 

1 Forgery of 
documents 

Technical shortcomings of 
“Artsport.kz” online platform 

It is necessary to improve 
the technical 
characteristics of the 
online platform and 
introduce an electronic 
digital signature. 

2 Accreditation, 
licensing and 
registering service 
suppliers at the 
national level 

The local accreditation system is 
not transparent and is often 
subject to rampant corruption. To 
encourage bribery, local 
accreditation authorities create 
intentional delays or reject local 
suppliers' applications without 
providing reasoned explanations.   

The national accreditation 
system should be digitized 
to improve transparency. 

 

3 Corruption and 
embezzlement  

By the Decree of the President of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan, from 
January 1, 2020, to January 1, 
2024, executive authorities at the 
central and local levels are 
prohibited from conducting 
inspections and preventive control 
with visits to small businesses, 
including micro-businesses. 

The prohibition of 
preventive control in the 
future should not apply to 
the types of organizations 
related to children's 
health. 

 

4 Decentralization of 
the ArtSport 
platform 

Due to the technical problems 
with the ArtSport platform, the 
Government decided each region 
would operate its own online 
platform. 

It is necessary to work on 
one platform to reduce 
corruption risks. 
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 Kazakhstan Australia The Czech Republic 

Program’s 
aim 

Reach all children in 

the country without 

restriction 

Reaching out to children 

who may experience 
financial, geographic or 

other difficulties. 

Reaching out to children 

who may experience 
financial, geographic or 

other difficulties. 

Voucher 
cost 

There is no fixed cost USD150. If the service cost 

exceeds then the difference 

is paid by the parents or 

guardians 

€ 40-85 

Allowed 
number of 
vouchers 

Two vouchers per 

child 

One voucher per child One voucher per child 

How to 
enroll in 
classes  

Registration to 

classes is online, 

through the ArtSport 

platform 

The voucher must be 

physically delivered to the 

sports facility. 

You need to physically 

receive the voucher from 

your local municipality and 

give it to your service 

provider. 

 
3.7 Policy maintenances 
 

“This [ArtSport] is an initiative to develop the physical abilities of the 

younger generation. Funds were allocated for additional sports and 

arts activities under the state order. I think it was a strategically 

correct decision. However, several shortcomings were made in the 

year the project was launched. There were errors related to the 

financial management and the operation of the online platform. Cost 

overruns, fraud, outright theft began. Parents sent their children to 

several sessions at once. Unfortunately, such pressure prevented 

access for other children. It is necessary to correct all shortcomings 

and continue this good undertaking” (InformBuro, 2022a). 
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4. Conclusion 
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