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Abstract: The article highlights the research related to the accessibility of higher education for different
population groups. Based on Ivan Franko University of Lviv, the number and ratio of rural to
urban girls who entered the bachelor’s program over the past four years, their choice of
specialty, factors that influenced such a choice, the geography of entrants, etc., have been
analysed. It has been established that a wide range of specialties and a state educational
policy of Ukraine in general provide girls from rural areas with access to higher education.
However, girls from the countryside, due to low financial capabilities of their families, are
more focused on specialties where there is an opportunity for free education. Compared to
urban girls, rural girls have access to a narrower list of specialties because they often receive
secondary education of lower quality. An important problem in Ukraine is inaccessibility of
higher quality education to young people from depressed villages, which creates spatial
inequality and injustice.
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noniTMKa B YKpaiHi 3aranom 3abe3neyytoTb AiB4aTam i3 CiJibCbKOi MicLLeBOCTi 4OCTYN 40 BMLLOT
ocBiTM. OpHak AiByaTa i3 cena, yepe3 MeHWi ¢iHAaHCOBI MOXAMBOCTI cimen, binblue
OpPIiEHTOBAHI Ha cnewuiafbHOCTI, Ae € MOXAMBICTb 6e3niaTHOro HasyaHHA. [lOpPiBHAHO
3 giByatamm i3 MicT, AiB4atam i3 cena 3arajsibHOAOCTYMHUM € BYX4YMU nepenik
cneuianbHOCTEN, OCKI/IbKWM BOHW 4acTO OTPUMYIOTb CEPEAHIO OCBITY HUMKYOI AKOCTI. Baxkaneoto
npob6siemoto B YKpaiHi € MasiogoCTyMHICTb AKICHOT BULLLOT OCBITM AN MOJIOA i3 AenpPecuUBHUX
Cin, WO NopoAarKye NPOCTOPOBY HEPIBHICTb | HECNPABEAUBICTb.

KntouoBsi cnoBa: ciibCbKa M0N0A4b, AiBYaTa, Ci/ibCbKa MiCLEBICTb, BULLA OCBITa, YKpaiHa

Highlights
e Differences in access to higher education for girls from urban and rural areas persist, although
they are hidden;
e Girls from depressed rural areas have the least access to higher education;
e State policy on the education of rural youth should be more flexible and consistent.

1. Introduction

One of the fundamental requirements of the European Union, which is demanded from Ukraine on
the way to its membership in this organization, is the reform of the higher education system. Ukraine has
a large proportion of the population that has obtained higher education, but this education is not
competitive compared to EU countries (Lugovyi, 2020). In addition, many young people do not work in
the specialty they have acquired. For example, less than 20% of graduates in the specialty ‘secondary
education’, which trains secondary school teachers (one of the specialties with the largest number of
students), are employed in their field of study (Osvita.ua, 2024).

Expenses on education from the state budget are considered excessive, and their use is ineffective,
especially under the conditions of a full-scale Russian invasion and partial occupation of the Ukrainian
territory. Reforms in the sphere of higher education in Ukraine should take place considering
the peculiarities of vulnerable groups of population to ensure the principles of social and spatial equality
and justice.

Among the population groups that require special attention in the process of implementation of the state
educational policy is the female population in rural areas. Since the second half of the 20" century
thousands of rural settlements in Ukraine have been declining and depopulating, children have not had
access to a high-quality secondary education, which results in limited opportunities for obtaining higher
education. Rural youth often have access only to certain specialties, and they rarely master the most
prestigious of them. In addition, they usually choose the nearest universities or institutions of professional
and technical education, rather than trying to enter a prestigious university in the capital or a large
regional educational centre. Under the conditions of significant predominance of women among the rural
population of Ukraine, villages are undergoing a process known among scientists as “feminization of
poverty” (Libanova, 2023). In many rural settlements, there is a growing percentage of single women with
low income due to the employment in a budget sphere (jobs financed from the state budget or
the budgets of territorial communities with a small salary) or retirement provision, who are constantly
forced to additionally replenish their household budgets by means of physical labour in agriculture. On
the other hand, the administrative-territorial reform with following decentralization encourages rural
women to social activity in the field of management of territorial communities, or to start their businesses.
Such changes in society also motivate female students from rural areas.
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2. Research aim

The aim of the article is to establish educational priorities of girls from rural areas entering classical
universities in large educational centres in Ukraine. Based on the Ivan Franko University of Lviv,
the number and ratio of girls from the countryside who entered the bachelor’s degree program during
the last four years, their choice of specialty, factors that influenced such a choice, the geography of
the applicants, etc. will be analysed.

3. Literature review

There are quite a lot of works related to the research problem, but they are often written from a slightly
different point of view when compared to the topic of the article. In recent years, the largest number of
studies devoted to the issue of higher education of rural girls have encompassed the countries of Asia
(mostly — India and China) and Africa. Special attention is paid to the influence of racial and religious
factors on the education of women from rural areas.

Scientists mainly focus on the following issues of higher education of rural girls:

— general problems of access to higher education for girls from the countryside and comparative aspects
(countryside — city, girls — boys);

barriers on the way of getting higher education;

quality of higher education and the most common specialties chosen by girls from the countryside;

motives for obtaining higher education;

state policy concerning higher education obtained by women and generally by young people originating
from rural areas.

The situation with the availability of higher education for girls from rural areas is related to the level of
socio-economic development of the country, the level of urbanization, features of the socio-cultural
situation in rural areas (including the influence of religion, ethnic aspects), state policy in the field of
education. In economically developed countries, the degree of access of rural girls to higher education is
quite high; however, it is of lower quality and not all specialties are equally accessible (Guéraut, Jedlicki
& Nods, 2021; Gillon, 2022; Trancd, 2019; Verdugo-Castro et al., 2021; Weiss & Christin, 2022).
In economically less developed countries with a low level of urbanization, education for girls with a rural
background is often hardly available. For example, this aspect has been revealed by recent studies of such
countries as India, Pakistan, and Honduras (Cardozo, 2021; Seeley, 2018). In some countries, scientists
have noticed significant achievements in the availability of higher education for rural youth in recent
decades (Alvarado, 2010; Elder, 2017; Kumar, 2021; Wasielewski, 2021; Weiss & Christin, 2022).
In particular, in Central European states, e.g., Poland, which used to be part of the “socialist camp”, such
success is closely related to joining the European Union, that has opened access to its multiple educational
programs (Antonowicz, Wasielewski & Domalewski, 2022; Wasielewski, 2015; Wasielewski, 2021).

Most often scientists single out the following barriers to obtain higher education:

— the income level of rural households, the poverty of a significant part of rural population, the cost of
education (Cardozo, 2021; Hasan, Murtaza, Shamshad & Imran, 2023; Khan, 2023; Mu, 2021; Naveen
Kumar & Ashwini, 2018; Tranca, 2019; Wang, 2022);

— difficulties of employment in a specialty in rural areas, which demotivates young people to obtain
higher education (Mu, 2021; Seeley, 2018);

— the amount of family members, in large families not all children receive higher education (Hasan,
Murtaza, Shamshad & Imran, 2023; Wang, 2022; Wang & Chen, 2023);

— gender bias, prioritizing boys over girls when receiving higher education (Naveen Kumar & Ashwini,
2018; Radiowala & Molwane, 2021);

— low awareness of higher education opportunities among parents and potential higher education
seekers from rural areas (Naveen Kumar & Ashwini, 2018).
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Other specific barriers, which are also mentioned by scientists include: the irrationality of young people
from rural areas (Mu, 2021); long distances to educational institutions (in countries with problems
in transport development, such as safety and traffic frequency, where the youth from the countryside are
oriented towards the nearest university) (Hasan, Murtaza, Shamshad & Imran, 2023; Naveen Kumar
& Ashwini, 2018); negative attitude of a traditional society in some countries to obtaining higher
education by girls (Cardozo, 2021; Patil, Y. & Suradkar, D., 2022); lack of ambition due to socio-cultural
barriers (Radiowala & Molwane, 2021). Among important, but rarely mentioned reasons, the gender
behaviour of mothers should be mentioned, i.e., whether they have or have not raised their girls based
on gender equality (Wang, 2022).

In economically underdeveloped countries with a low level of urbanization, specific problems arise, such
as: low rates of girls with rural background involved in the secondary education process, high level of their
illiteracy (Cardozo, 2021); the absence or very small number of female teachers in universities (Cardozo,
2021); absence of self-sustainability among women — they are usually dependent on men, i.e., a father,
a husband or a brother (Cardozo, 2021; Radiowala & Molwane, 2021).

Having summarized the problems (barriers, challenges) faced by women from rural areas in obtaining
higher education, scientists have classified them into four broad categories: family problems; personal
problems; infrastructure problems; society problems (Radiowala & Molwane, 2021).

In terms of the quality of higher education received by rural girls and their choice of specialties, it has
been revealed that they still prefer school teaching and nursing professions (Gillon, 2022; Mu, 2021). Elite
universities are almost inaccessible for them (Xie, Wang & Chen, 2010); and in states where there is
a division into public (less prestigious) and private (elite) educational institutions, there is no chance to
enter a private institution (Wen, Zhou, Zhang, & Hu, 2023).

As far as the reasons for entering a higher educational establishment are concerned, the following aspects
can be singled out: the possibility of improvement; love in learning; development of rational thinking;
increase in employment opportunities; learning a foreign language, particularly English; moving to a city
for permanent residence, etc. (Friesen & Purc-Stephenson, 2016; Marsiglia et al., 2023; Seeley, 2018).

In terms of state educational policy, it is worth mentioning that most states take steps to support rural
youth on their way to higher education (Weiss & Christin, 2022; Mu, 2021). However, in some countries,
there is still a direct need for targeted interventions and policies to promote and expand access to higher
education for rural youth (Weiss & Christin, 2022; Hasan, Murtaza, Shamshad & Imran, 2023; Hussen
& Workie, 2023).

In particular, to provide girls from rural areas with equal educational rights and encourage them to obtain
higher education, scientists recommend the following steps:

— improving the quality of education in rural secondary schools (Cardozo, 2021; Radiowala & Molwane,
2021);

— scholarship support for rural youth pursuing higher education (Kumar, 2021; Radiowala & Molwane,
2021);

— preferential credits to high school graduates from the countryside so that they can start their own
business (in order to solve the problem of employment in rural areas) (Mu, 2021);

— stimulating the employment of graduates with rural background as university lecturers and other
personnel (Mu, 2021);

— introduction of gender-related courses in secondary schools, which would teach children the ideas of
gender equality (Wang, 2022).

“Harsh” actions of the authorities are also necessary in case of antisocial attitudes towards women in
the countryside, in particular, direct restrictions in the family or local society regarding women'’s higher
education (Radiowala & Molwane, 2021).

There is scarce academic research available concerning the education of girls from the countryside in
Ukraine. Unfortunately, due to the Russian invasion, Ukraine nowadays has other priorities for scientific
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research. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, O. Kravchenko conducted a survey among rural girls studying
at the pedagogical university in Uman, Cherkasy region. The researcher concluded that rural girls, in
comparison to urban ones, were mostly raised in single-parent families (62% versus 78%), were less
involved in the social and cultural life of the University (43% versus 70%), had significantly lower access
to the services of a psychologist or a gynaecologist during their study at school, had less opportunities for
family recreation and worse living conditions. The scientist concluded that female students from rural
areas studying at higher education establishments were in need for socio-psychological support
(Kravchenko, 2019).

Ina 2015 study, |. Gubeladze investigated the differences in life priorities among girls and boys from rural
areas. She discovered that among girls, the number of those who believed that it was better to live in
the village than in the city was much lower than among boys, and, accordingly, the number of those who
did not plan to stay in the village, but to go to the city to study and later to live there, was higher
(Gubeladze, 2015). Koleva N. drew her attention to the value aspect of career choices made by graduates
of rural schools — in their opinion, professions common for rural areas were unattractive, which
accordingly affected their educational priorities when entering higher educational institutions (Koleva,
2023). T. Gitis and co-authors (2020) established that in Ukraine, rural youth aged 15 to 24, compared to
urban youth, participated much less in non-formal education — 61% versus 46% in 2019.

Much information is provided by annual national and international reports on the state of education,
youth, gender issues and rural areas in Ukraine. A survey of young people in Ukraine on the eve of
the Russian invasion revealed among the problems of rural young population aged from 14 to 29 their
lower awareness of multiple topical issues of everyday life, as well as a greater demand for consulting
services, especially for legal advice (Youth, 2021). Analytical centre “Cedos” (2020) in its sociological
study “Choice of higher education after school” established that 39% of all first-year students in Ukraine
did not have a higher education institution in their locality and were graduates from rural areas and small
towns. Accordingly, for them receiving higher education was accompanied at the same time by
a mandatory internal migration.

4. Research data

Due to the martial law in Ukraine, introduced after the start of a full-scale Russian invasion in 2022,
the system of collecting and publishing annual statistical data on most public spheres of life has been
tempered, some information is difficult to obtain, others are not published for reasons of state security.
Therefore, the majority of statistical data are available only as of 2021, and scientists are obliged to focus
on alternative sources of information.

For the article, the materials of the internal statistical history of four years of admission campaigns at lvan
Franko National University of Lviv (hereinafter — LNU) stored by the admission committee of
the institution, have mainly been used. The administration of the university has kindly agreed to this. Used
materials include partially published information in official documents of the university, the rector’s and
faculty deans’ reporting speeches, the most important data that are also transferred to the regional and
national statistical bodies of Ukraine for generalization (Statistics of Ukraine, 2024; Statistics in Lviv region,
2024).

It is possible to obtain information about the place of study of future students from the documents that
they provide during their entry, e.g., the certificate of complete general secondary education, which
contains information about the location of the school that the applicant graduated from. Besides, partial
access to information about the number of students, graduates of rural schools, who entered
the university in 2020-2021 is also available due to the introduction by the Ministry of Education of
Ukraine so-called “rural coefficient”, i.e., the coefficient by which the competitive score received by
the rural entrants who in the year of admission obtained a full general secondary education in
an educational institution located in the village, is multiplied. It was introduced specifically to support
young people from villages aiming at obtaining higher education. Since 2022, it has become inactive due
to the Russian invasion.
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In the article, admission data of the last four years (2020-2023) were used, admission in 2019 involved
a significantly different method of collecting applicants’ data; therefore, materials about applicants of this
year (as well as previous ones), which are stored by the admission committee of the university, do not
provide an opportunity to properly distinguish students who have graduated from rural schools.

Other available educational statistics used in the study includes annual results of admission to higher
education institutions of Ukraine, which are posted on several specialized Internet resources, the most
famous of which is the website of the Unified State Electronic Database on Education (EDEBO, 2024).
Ratings of all secondary schools of Ukraine, necessary for understanding the educational situation in rural
areas, are published by such Internet resource as “Osvita.ua”.

5. The research context
5.1 Rural women in Ukraine

The permanent rural population of Ukraine in 2021 was estimated at 31% of the total population of
the country (12.620 million people) (Number of present Population, 2021). However, its distribution by
regions was quite heterogeneous: in most western regions (Zakarpattia, lvano-Frankivsk, Rivne, Ternopil,
Chernivtsi), the percentage of rural residents was higher than 50%, while in eastern regions
(Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv, Luhansk, Donetsk) — it was less than 20% (Resident Population,
2021). In the Lviv region, this number was about 40% (Fig. 1). 30% of Ukraine’s female population live in
rural areas (6.570 million people, 2021). The average age of the female population in 2021 was 44.7 years
(39.4 years for men).

BELARUS

RUSSIA

| Kirovohrad |

Number of rural Share of rural
population, persons  population, %

above 60.1 MOLDOVA
50.1-60.0

above 800 001

40.1-50.0
. 700 001-800 000 30.1-40.0
| 20.1-30.0
. 10.1-20.0
600001-700000 o %
no data /
. 500 001-600 000 no rural population

400 001-500 000 [7777] annexed ROMANIA
- . by Russia

@ under 400 000
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Fig 1. Rural population of Ukraine by regions (2021). Source: by the author based on State Statistics Service of Ukraine

As early as after the Second World War, a significant predominance of women over men in the structure
of population in Ukraine was established, in 2021, there were 1157 women for every 1000 men. In rural
areas, this proportion estimated at 1100 women to 1000 men, in cities — 1183/1000. The rural population
of Ukraine depopulates faster than the urban population, and migration sentiments are significantly
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higher there. However, rural women in Ukraine, compared to urban women, are better provided with
some basic elements: housing (m?/person), the opportunity to diversify their sources of income,
intergenerational family cooperation, career opportunities, that have appeared due to
the implementation of decentralization reform, the activation of entrepreneurial initiatives.

In rural areas of Ukraine, the level of education of women is higher than that of men (Census, 2001).
However, established stereotypes and behavioural aspects regarding the gender distribution of roles in
the labour market are more conservative in the countryside than in cities. Under the conditions of Russian
aggression, the demand for employing female population has many features, as stated by E. Libanova
(2023). Undoubtedly, the role of the female labour force in the country’s economy will continue to grow.
At the present stage, rural women demonstrate a growing subjectivity in various spheres and, obviously,
that is why rural girls in Ukraine are highly motivated to study.

5.2 Lviv National University in the system of higher education

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv is one of the leading higher educational institutions in Ukraine.
Every year, it is traditionally included in the top three or five in the ranking of state universities according
to the enrolment of students in bachelor’s and master’s degree programs, indicators of scientific activity,
etc. The university is also included in the international rankings of universities (QS World University
Rankings, Times Higher Education Ranking), although its positions in these rankings are not high, which is
characteristic of all higher educational institutions of Ukraine. Students from all over the country enter
LNU, but the majority of them come from western regions of Ukraine. The percentage of foreign students
is small.

In Ukraine, most universities can be conventionally classified into one of three large groups (classical,
technical, specialised). According to the list of educational programs, LNU is a classical university, it mainly
offers the study of social, humanitarian, and natural sciences, there are almost no technical science
programs, agricultural sciences, medicine, veterinary medicine, and some others are also not available.

5.3 Peculiarities of admission to institutions of higher education

Ukraine provides all children with access to free secondary education. It is also possible to attend private
fee-paying secondary schools, mostly found in large cities. After receiving secondary education, students
apply for a bachelor’s degree program based on the results of test exams. Until 2022, they were called
“external independent assessment” — isolated exams in main school subjects taking place on different
days; with the beginning of the Russian aggression due to security issues, it was replaced by the so-called
“national multi-subject test” — all exams are taken on the same day. This test initially included three basic
school subjects, but in 2024, another subject at entrants’ choice was added.

Students with high scores according to the competition results can apply for the so-called “budget place”,
i.e., free study, financed by the state, with the possibility of receiving a scholarship in case of successful
study. However, the number of budget places is limited depending on the specialty and institution of
higher education. In addition, the state establishes the minimum admissible competitive score, according
to which the entrant can receive a recommendation for study at the state’s expense. Students with low
test scores or those who are not satisfied with the offer of a budget place can study on a fee-based basis.

Students in Ukraine have certain support from the state. In addition to the opportunity for the best
students to study for free and receive a small scholarship (less than 50 euros), they also can live for a small
fee in a student dormitory (for those who come from settlements located more than 50 km from
the university), have a 50% discount for public transport (except during the summer holidays) and some
other benefits. There are also preferences for vulnerable groups of entrants, those with disabilities,
orphans, children whose parents are fighting at war, children from war zones, etc.

In recent years, entry to higher educational institutions has been significantly affected by the COVID-19
and Russian aggression. The pandemic reduced to some extent the geography of applicants to leading
universities because parents were afraid to send their children to study at a university that is
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geographically distant from their place of residence (according to the Ukrainian law, high school graduates
are minors, because they are not yet 18 years old). Similar behaviour of parents was observed during
the first year of the Russian aggression when the missile attacks of the Russian troops on major cities of
Ukraine were especially powerful. In addition, after February 24, 2022, massive population migration
occurred in Ukraine; up to 150,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) settled in Lviv alone (Lozynskyy
et al., 2023), and more than a million in Western Ukraine overall (UNHCR, 2023).

6. Results

In recent years, LNU has maintained a leading position in the state in terms of the number of entrants
enrolled in the first year of the bachelor’s degree program. Every year, on average, about 5,000 people
enter this institution, which is a very high indicator for Ukrainian higher schools. Among entrants, the ratio
of girls is significantly higher than that of boys, in 2023 it is estimated at 70.74% and had a growing
tendency (Fig. 2).

The separation of faculties and specialties into predominantly “male” and “female” is still preserved.
The largest number of girls choose to study at the faculties of pedagogical education, foreign languages,
philology, and journalism, in all of them their percentage is over 90% (Tab. 1). There are few faculties in
LNU where boys predominate among the entrants. These are the faculties of electronics and computer
sciences, applied mathematics and informatics, physics and geology, i.e., 4 out of 19. However, at some
of these faculties, there is a tendency towards an increase in the number of girls, especially at the faculty
of electronics and computer sciences. This is partly due to the growing popularity of the IT sector in
Ukraine, because of plentiful job vacancies and high salaries.

There are faculties where the number of girls from rural areas is much higher than the average —
pedagogical, biological, historical, chemical faculties and the faculty of financial management and
business (Tab. 1). On the other hand, at the faculties of electronics and computer technologies, applied
mathematics and informatics, philosophy, law, international relations, the number of girls from rural areas
is the smallest. The largest number of girls who graduated from rural schools, study at the Faculty of
Economics. It enjoys a wide popularity among all applicants due to a large choice of specialties and
educational programs available and an increased popularity.

80

60

40

20

2020 2021

2022
M Boys m Girls 2023

Fig 2. Distribution of entrants enrolled in the first year of the bachelor’s degree program at Ivan Franko National University of Lviv
in 2020-2023 according to gender, [%]. Source: by the author based on the admission committee of Ivan Franko National
University of Lviv

The percentage of rural girls among all entrants in 2020-2023 was 16%, a growing tendency. The ratio of
urban girls to rural girls in 2020-2023 was approximately 3 to 1, for example, in 2023 — 75.9% vs. 24.1%

(Fig. 3).
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Tab 1. Distribution of rural girls enrolled in the first year of the bachelor’s degree program at Ivan Franko National University of
Lviv in 2020-2023 by faculties, %. Source: by the author based on the admission committee of lvan Franko National

University of Lviv
Faculty 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Applied mathematics and informatics 1315 38.2 80 6.1 15.9 2.5 80.0
Biology 576 81.4 151 26.2 32.2 4.8 76.2
Chemistry 170 65.9 34 20.0 30.4 1.1 97.1
Culture and arts 449 80.8 80 17.8 22.0 2.5 42.5
Economics 3220 66.8 472 14.7 21.9 15.0 26.1
Electronics and computer technologies 1244 21.9 53 4.3 19.4 1.7 45.3
Financial business and management 837 68.6 175 20.9 30.5 5.5 13.7
Foreign languages 2103 92.1 399 19.0 20.6 12.6 39.8
Geography 973 68.5 184 18.9 27.6 5.8 59.2
Geology 108 33.3 12 11.1 33.3 0.4 91.7
History 761 63.3 162 21.0 33.6 5.1 75.9
International relations 1457 74.5 169 11.6 15.6 5.4 21.9
Journalism 702 86.8 150 21.4 24.6 4.7 44.7
Law 1900 62.6 214 11.3 18.0 6.8 39.2
Mechanics and mathematics 454 55.1 57 12.6 22.8 1.8 91.2
Pedagogical education 920 97.4 343 37.3 38.3 10.9 65.6
Philology 1298 90.8 308 23.7 26.2 9.7 63.0
Philosophy 928 77.3 93 10.0 13.0 2.9 31.2
Physics 258 34.5 18 7.0 20.2 0.5 94.4
University 19673 | 69.0 | 3154 16.0 23.2 | 100.0 | 48.3

1 — number of entrants; 2 — percentage of girls; 3 — number of girls having graduated from rural schools; 4 — percentage of girls
having graduated from rural schools out of the total number of entrants of both sexes; 5 — percentage of girls having graduated
from rural schools out of the total number of girls; 6 — the share of the faculty according to the total number of girls having
graduated from rural schools, %; 7 — percentage of girls having graduated from rural schools and been admitted to a budget-
funded form of education, out of their total number.

80

60

40

20

2020 2021

2022 02
M Girls having graduated from rura% scﬁools

Fig 3. Distribution of girls enrolled in the first year of the bachelor’s degree program at Ivan Franko National University of Lviv
in 2020-2023 by the location of the acquired secondary education [%]. Source: by the author based on the admission
committee of Ivan Franko National University of Lviv

In 2023 at LNU, depending on the specialty, the fees of contract tuition ranged from Ukrainian hryvnia
28,607 (665 euros) for one year of study in unpopular specialties up to Ukrainian hryvnia
46,289 (1074 euros). The average wage in Ukraine at the time of entry in 2023 was 348 euros per month.
About a half of female graduates from rural schools study on a budget form of education — 48.32%.
At some faculties, about 90-100% of female graduates from rural schools study at the state’s expense,
but these are mostly unpopular faculties where budget places are “easy” for admission, and which are
chosen only because of free education (geology, physics, chemistry). On the other hand, relatively few
girls from rural areas study for free at prestigious faculties (international relations, financial and business
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management, economics). However, this indicator also depends significantly on the number of budget

places at the faculties.

In the distribution by specialties, according to the list suggested by the Ministry of Education and Science
of Ukraine, the largest number of female students from rural areas is involved in educational programs
from such groups as “Business, management and law”, “Arts and humanities” and “Education”. However,
the largest percentage of them is in the field of “Education”, followed by “Natural sciences, mathematics
and statistics” taking the second place (thanks to biology), and finally “Business, management and law”
occupying the third place (Tab. 2; Fig. 4). Girls from rural areas choose “Education” specialties 2.4 times

more often than girls from the city (Fig. 5).

Tab. 2. Distribution of rural girls enrolled in the first year of the bachelor’s degree program at Ivan Franko National University of
Lvivin 2020-2023 by fields of knowledge. Source: by the author based on the admission committee of lvan Franko National

University of Lviv
Field of knowledge 1 2 3 4
Education 1467 612 41.7 19.4
Arts and humanities 3414 739 21.7 23.4
Social sciences, journalism and information 2995 548 18.2 17.4
Business, management and law 3537 795 22.5 25.2
Natural sciences, mathematics and statistics 982 253 25.6 8.0
Information technologies 598 92 15.8 2.9
Engineering, production and construction 75 10 14.6 0.3
Health care and social security 133 29 22.0 0.9
Services 373 75 20.2 2.4

1 — number of female entrants, 2 — number of female entrants who graduated from rural school, 3 — percentage of female
entrants who graduated from rural schools out of the total number of girls, 4 — percentage of the specialty in the total number

of girls who graduated from rural schools.
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—— Arts and humanities
Social sciences, journalism and information

Fig 4. Dynamics of distribution of rural girls enrolled in the first year of the bachelor’s degree program at Ivan Franko National
University of Lviv in 2020-2023 by fields of knowledge. Source: by the author based on the admission committee of lvan

Franko National University of Lviv
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Fig 5. Distribution of girls enrolled in the first year of the bachelor’s degree program at Ivan Franko National University of Lviv in
2020-2023 by field of knowledge (on the left— girls from the city, on the right — from the village) [%]. Source: by the author
based on the admission committee of Ilvan Franko National University of Lviv

1 — education, 2 — arts and humanities, 3 — social sciences, journalism and information, 4 — business, management and law,
5 —natural sciences, mathematics and statistics, 6 — information technologies, 7 — engineering, production and construction;
8 — health care and social security, 9 — services

The absolute majority of entrants, including girls from rural areas, graduated from schools in Lviv region
—59.2% in 2020-2023 (Fig. 4). The percentage of entrants from regions adjacent to Lviv is relatively high
—Rivne region (4.9), Volyn region (6.1), lvano-Frankivsk region (7.5), Zakarpattia region (5), Ternopil region
(4.5) (Fig. 6, 7), even though in all these regions there are universities that offer programs usually chosen
by girls from the countryside. With the beginning of the Russian aggression, there are tendencies towards
an increase in the number of immigrants from other regions of Ukraine, especially those that were most
affected by the Russian aggression. The number of students from rural areas, located in remoteness from
the Lviv region, who entered LNU is low, both among boys and girls. It is much lower than the number of
rural residents in these regions.

The size of the diagram indicates
the number of graduates

Graduates of city schools

@ - under 10 persons Graduates of rural schools

Share of pll enrolled girls
- 11-50 persons R

. —51-100 persons

- above 200 S
e peceon by Russi

1:4 800 000
S

Fig 6. Distribution of entrants enrolled in the first year of bachelor’s degree program in LNU by region where secondary education
was obtained (2023). Source: by the author based on the admission committee of Ivan Franko National University of Lviv
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The geographical distribution of female applicants from rural areas of Lviv region entering LNU shows that
most of them are people from villages that are located close to Lviv, in its suburban zone, (Zymna Voda,
Pidberiztsi, Obroshyno, Solonka, Sokilnyky etc.); villages near other large towns of the region;
mountainous territorial communities (south of the region). Every year, a large number of rural settlements
in the Lviv region do not have representatives among the applicants to LNU (Fig. 8)

Fig 7. Distribution of girls who graduated from rural schools and were admitted to the first year of bachelor’s degree program in

LNU by region (2020-2021) [%]. Source: by the author based on the admission committee of Ivan Franko National University
of Lviv

Fig 8. Distribution of girls who graduated from rural schools and were admitted to the first year of bachelor’s degree program in

LNU by region (2022-2023) [%]. Source: by the author based on the admission committee of Ivan Franko National University
of Lviv
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Fig 9. Distribution of girls from Lviv region who graduated from rural schools and were admitted to the first year of bachelor’s
degree program in LNU by community (2023). Source: by the author based on the admission committee of Ivan Franko
National University of Lviv and Osvita.ua (Rating, 2024)

7. Discussion

It would be wrong to state that girls from rural areas do not have access to higher education in Ukraine.
Many of them study even at the most prestigious universities and get the most prestigious specialties, but
for most of them, the list of available specialties is usually quite narrow. In addition, if to take into
consideration the level of urbanization in Lviv region, the Western part of the country, overall Ukraine as
well as the gender structure of the population, it can be affirmed that high-quality higher education is
much less accessible for girls from the countryside, than for girls from urban areas. The possibility of their
admission to prestigious universities, such as LNU, is due to several interrelated factors, such as:

e educational: quality of education in rural schools;
e financial: family income;

e geographical: the location of the rural settlement;

702/709



e social: the need to adapt to urban living conditions;

e informational: availability of information on the possibility and conditions of obtaining higher
education.

In particular, the level of education in rural schools is lower than in urban schools. This is confirmed by
annual school ratings, which are formed based on the results of tests taken by the school graduates for
entering higher educational institutions. For example, according to the results of 2023, among 50 best
secondary education institutions in Lviv region (excluding the regional centre of Lviv), only 11 were rural
schools (Rating, 2024). Quality tutoring was also less available for rural youth compared to the urban one.
Therefore, nearly 70% of urban students get the passing scores, apply, and eventually enter higher
educational institutions, compared to only 40% of rural students (Gitis et al., 2020).

In general, the best opportunities for entering prestigious universities are provided for the girls from large
villages located not far from Lviv, or near other larger towns of the region (Chervonohrad, Stryi, Sambir),
where the economic and demographic situation is better and there are many good secondary schools.
In addition, mountainous territorial communities (in the Ukrainian Carpathians) are singled out, where
the demographic and economic situation in rural areas is much better than in other parts of the region
(Lozynskyy, R. & Zubyk, A., 2022).

It is also worth mentioning that Lviv, as the regional centre, is traditionally associated with a high level of
secondary education provided. For many years, Lviv ranks first among all regional centres of Ukraine in
the rating of its secondary schools, leaving behind Kyiv, the capital (Rating, 2024). Therefore, Lviv
schoolchildren have the best opportunities for admission to LNU.

An important problem is the inaccessibility of higher quality education for rural youth, including girls, who
live in declining rural settlements where depopulation has been occurring for decades. In such villages,
there are usually few young people, the schools are understaffed and provide not a very high-quality
education, where one teacher teaches several subjects. After attending such schools, and there are 2/3 of
them in Lviv region, for years no one has been able to enter LNU. Attempts of state or regional authorities
to consolidate rural schools, to open larger schools based on several small ones in a more promising
village, face the resistance of the local population, which considers the presence of a school to be one of
the main factors preventing the final decline of the village.

The list of specialties which girls from rural areas usually choose is narrower than that of girls from cities.
The biggest part of them is enrolled in educational programs, the graduates of which receive
the profession of teachers in schools and educators in preschool institutions. Such a trend has not been
observed in Ukraine for decades. Usually, it is much easier to enter such specialties, even with a low
competitive score for admission to a higher education institution. Such specialties have a special support
from the state, there are many “budget” places there, that is, there is an opportunity to get education at
the state’s expense, and for the best students to receive a small scholarship. There are quite a lot of
teaching vacancies, which can be found both in a native and neighbouring village, in the nearest town, or
even in Lviv, that is, there are employment opportunities. In addition, the profession of a teacher or
educator is still quite prestigious in rural areas (unlike in the city). In recent years, before the Russian
aggression, the central government pursued a policy of gradual increase of teachers’ salaries. Additionally,
in the countryside, there are significant opportunities to diversify the sources of income. Tuition fees for
education-related specialties are also significantly lower than in other faculties.

The situation with the admission of female rural school graduates to the educational programs of the most
prestigious faculties of LNU, such as law and international relations to a lesser extent faculty of economics
and of financial management and business, is specific. The competition for these faculties is the highest,
it is difficult to get free budget places, and tuition fees are high. In addition, such specialties as “Law”,
“International Relations”, “International Law” and “Public Management and Administration” are
additionally regulated by the state, and for admission, the applicant must get a higher minimum
competitive score of 150 out of a possible 200 (for other specialties — 130).
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However, it cannot be stated that they are generally inaccessible to graduates of rural schools, quite a lot
of them enter these faculties every year. Three factors contribute to this:

1. Firstly, mostly girls from suburban villages of Lviv are admitted, that is, they live in urbanized areas,
have access to high-quality secondary education, or use the services of good tutors before taking
admission tests for entering higher education institutions;

2. Secondly, many female graduates of rural schools have the financial capabilities to study at prestigious
faculties on a fee-paid basis, because one of their parents or other relatives is employed in one of
the European countries (labour migration). Having no adequate opportunities to invest in business in
Ukraine, they invest in their children’s education;

3. Thirdly, those female graduates from rural schools who can apply for special admission conditions
(benefits, quotas) in education, which allow them to enter the higher educational establishment
without general competition, or receive an additional budget place, often choose the most prestigious
faculties.

The situation is unique with admission to specialties related to the so-called STEM education: Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. There are almost no girls from rural areas and girls in general,
studying natural sciences (physics), engineering and technology, mathematics, there are few of them
studying computer sciences. These sciences are traditionally considered “masculine” in Ukraine.
In addition, in many rural schools, teaching Mathematics at high school is at a critically low level, and to
enter the programs listed above, one needs to have high passing test scores in this subject. According to
a study conducted in Ukraine in 2022 by PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment),
the difference in mathematics scores between Ukrainian 15-year-olds from urban and rural areas was
92 points (506 vs. 414). This means that children living in rural areas, according to the calculations, needed
an additional 4.5 years of study in mathematics to reach the level of knowledge of students studying in
urban schools (Results, 2024). Many girls from rural schools, as well as boys, agree to be enrolled in any
program that offers a free budget place and that doesn’t include study of Mathematics.

Another peculiarity of admission of girls from rural areas is that they choose faculties and specialties
where it is traditionally considered “easier” to study, e.g., history, geography, etc. This is due to lower
quality of secondary education they receive. At faculties with more complex educational programs, there
is a possibility of failing to complete studies, being expelled due to unsatisfactory grades.

Due to financial problems, low quality of secondary education, and some other factors, girls from rural
areas focus primarily on the nearest local university (Guéraut, Jedlicki & No(s, 2021). For example, in
Ivano-Frankivsk, the neighbouring region of Lviv, such local institution is Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian
National University. The percentage of the rural population in the region is higher than in the Lviv region,
57.4% against 39% in 2021. Precarpathian University should also be regarded as classical, although it
offers a shorter list of educational programs than LNU does. According to the data kindly provided to us
by the admissions committee of Precarpathian University, the percentage of girls from rural areas among
all first-year students who were enrolled in bachelor degree program in 2023 was 46.2% (at LNU — 17.1%),
and their ratio among all girls estimated at 68.8% (LNU —24.13) (Tab. 3).

Tab 3. The number of female students enrolled in the first year of study to a bachelor’s degree program at Ivan Franko National
University of Lviv and Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University (2023). Source: by the author based on the
university admission committees’ data

National University Precarpathian
of Lviv National University
Admitted students, total 5110 3035
Admitted girls, total 3614 2038
Ratio of girls, % 70.7 67.2
Admitted girls from rural schools 872 1403
Percentage of girls from rural schools to all entrants 17.1 46.2
Percentage of girls from rural schools to all female entrants 24.1 68.8
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In general, analysis of education choices of female graduates from rural secondary schools proves that
most of them do not intend to return to the countryside after completing their studies, because most
professions they choose, are not applicable in the countryside. Education orientations of girls from
the countryside are similar to those of urban school graduates, but they are obliged to make corrections
due to limited opportunities.

However, even if they stay in the city, many of them will not work in the specialty chosen during their
admission to LNU. In general, a peculiarity of higher education in Ukraine during the last decades is a high
number of graduates who later do not work in their field. Young people receive higher education only for
benefits, to avoid the army service (boys), to move from the countryside or a small town and, through
living in a dormitory for four years to finally find a job and “get settled” in the city. Even the majority of
girls from rural schools who chose teaching professions are not planning to work in their field. Research
of Ukrainian scientists shows that less than 20% of those who chose the profession of a teacher sooner or
later are employed at schools. The shortage of teachers in rural areas has already become a “chronic”
problem (Problems, 2024).

In general, rural girls in Ukraine do not face any institutional or customary restrictions on higher
education. This feature aligns Ukraine with other European countries, including EU member states (Weiss
& Christin, 2022; Tranca, 2019). Moreover, in rural Ukraine, it is even considered more important for a girl
than a boy to obtain higher education (Gubeladze, 2015). However, several factors significantly limit
the choice of specialty for girls who want to pursue higher education. The most important factors are
the significantly lower performance of children from rural areas in secondary school in mathematics and
science, the lower financial capabilities of families, and the need for psychological adaptation to urban
living conditions (Kravchenko, 2019; Results, 2024). In addition, the problem of access to education for
girls from depressed villages remains. Probably, all post-socialist states that did not pay due attention to
the issue of overcoming uneven spatial development in the past have had such problems (Antonowicz,
Wasielewski & Domalewski, 2022; Wasielewski, 2021). These problems of rural youth are mitigated when
families have migrants working in EU countries. They invest the money they earn in their children’s
education, including the most prestigious.

8. Conclusions

A wide list of specialties and a state educational policy in Ukraine generally provide girls from rural areas
with higher education, even at prestigious institutions such as LNU. However, their entry possibilities are
significantly different compared to those of girls from cities, especially large ones.

1. First of all, girls from rural schools located near Lviv, in its suburban area, or near other large towns,
i.e., from semi-urban areas, enter LNU, while girls from more remote depressed villages lack such
an opportunity.

2. Girls from rural schools are more limited in their choices, compared to girls from cities, mainly due to
the lower financial capabilities of the family and lower quality of the secondary education received.
They often choose a specialty only because there is free place or it is easier to study there
(the profession of a high school teacher, humanities).

3. If financial capabilities allow, or when there is some special condition upon admission (quota, benefit),
they choose the most prestigious specialties (law, international relations), to finally move from
the countryside to the city.

4. Mainly girls from villages situated in Lviv and neighbouring regions enter LNU, the more remote regions

are slightly represented; young women are mostly oriented to the local university.

Considering the established educational priorities of rural girls when entering LNU, it can be assumed that
there is a high proportion of those studying for a specialty in which they will never work; it is much higher
than among girls from cities.
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Based on the results of the study, it is necessary to state once again that the problem of depressed villages
in the country remains unsolved, which creates spatial inequality and injustice in the access to education
for young people from these settlements. It would be possible to solve this problem with the joint efforts
of local, regional and state authorities because it is a complex problem. State policy regarding rural youth,
especially girls and from the villages, should be more flexible and consistent. It would be appropriate to
implement a state policy to support those communities that offer their programs to support rural youth
seeking higher education, including girls, and these programs should provide payment for their
educational needs with the prospect of further employment in the community.

Targeted programs for improving the quality of education in secondary rural schools in natural and exact
sciences must be approved. A comparatively low level of training of rural youth in Mathematics and some
other disciplines limits their access to STEM education specialties and contributes to the preservation of
the separation of specialties in universities into conventionally “female” and “male” according to
the entrants’ gender structure.

In the context of reformation in the field of higher education, which is currently taking place in Ukraine
and involves a partial replacement of governmental order with a system of grants for the best school
graduates, it is necessary to consider the existing state of rural youth, especially from depressed villages.

Further studies should be focused mainly on two directions; firstly, the educational behaviour of girls with
a countryside background when entering other but classical educational institutions (polytechnic;
specialized, especially agricultural; private); and secondly, their priorities when entering a master’s degree
program and employment.
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