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Humanity is eager to explore outer space and anticipates encountering other intelligent beings in the
future. However, we are beginning to understand that outer space is also part of the inner space of
our planet: a vast universe of co-existing worlds inhabited by myriad living beings, as described in
von Uexkill’s concept of Umwelt: Every species defines a world centred on its capabilities and needs.
These worlds are as objective as the physical reality, as they are embodied and evolve by the living
beings’ actions and interactions with other species. Philosopher Peter Godfrey-Smith notes that
there are countless "other minds" here, almost entirely unknown to us. Additionally, the rapid
advancement of Artificial Intelligence, which is evolving beyond human control, is creating entirely
new forms of agency and powers to act, as described by Hayek, as a result of human action, but not
by human design. Finally, there are the beginnings of creating “co-cultures” (a term coined by Sueur
and Huffman) by deploying Al to understand animal communication. However, co-cultures have been
with us throughout human evolution, such as humans playing with dogs.

The new transformation of the journal Cultural Science is being launched as a platform for the
scientific study of these complex developments, indicated by the new subtitle (I do not recount the
journal history here, which can be found in the journal mission section on the website). Culture is
the medium through which these “other minds” express themselves, and it is no longer solely a
defining difference between humans and other beings. We now acknowledge the existence of rich
animal cultures and witness Al agents becoming cultural creators in their own right. Therefore, a
scientific understanding of culture must move away from the human-centred approach.

The roundtable discussion in this volume sets the stage for this project, bringing together
researchers from various disciplines to share their ideas about cultures that extend beyond the
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human realm. Since the journal is published in an open-volume format, this editorial does not
provide an overview of the contributions, which will be the task of an editorial postscript. We have
received contributions covering foundational philosophy, Al in music, the role of culture in Earth
system sciences, semiotics as a window to animal cultures, and many more. | am grateful to all the
contributors for endorsing this project. When considered together, these contributions outline the
research program of a more-than-human cultural science.
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